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Mozi, the famous ancient Chinese philosopher, lived in the 5th century
BC to the 4th century BC during the early Warring States Period. He preached
“universal love” and is recognized as the founder of Mohism, a philosophical
school that was once as influential as Confucianism until the Qin Dynasty
(the 3rd century BC). There is very little in the way of historical records about
Mozi. We only know that he was born in the State of Lu (in today’s Shandong
Province) and showed great expertise in orchestrating military defense when
he served as a minister in the State of Song. The Mohist Canons is an important
part of Mozi, a collection of Mohist thoughts compiled by Mozi’s disciples. It
is unfortunate that some texts of The Mohist Canons are missing or jumbled
in the course of history, yet the six chapters of The Mohist Canons may still
offer a rich source of insight into an important ancient Chinese school of
ideas known as Mohism that touches on cosmology, logic, geometry, algebra,
optics, dynamics and whatnot.
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The premise is the prerequisite for the present state of things.

A stop is a point where something discontinues after it goes on for a

long time.
A part is a portion taken from a whole,
Necessity is what is inevitable and everlasting.
Human intelligence is wisdom.
Levelness is the plane of equal height.
Cognition is the mental activity of seeking rational knowledge.

Two line segments have the same length if their end points can be
matched.

Human intelligence is perceptual knowledge.

The center of a circle is the point that is equidistant from any point on

the circumference.
Wisdom is a clear understanding of the object under study.

The size of an object comes from its dimensions.
Benevolence is love in individual cases.

The position of the sun at noon is due south.
Righteousness is represented in the benefit for the people.

Straightness is the result of measurement.
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Rites are manifestations of respect.

A circle has a center that is equidistant from any point on the

circumference.
The conduct of a man is what he does and how he does it.
A square is a shape with equal sides and four right angles.
A man’s inner qualities are reflected in his outer appearance.
Double is twice as muéh.
Loyalty is one’s devotion and uprightness for the monarch.

Points do not take any definite positions in a shape, but appear as the

foundation of the shape.
Filial piety is one’s devotion to his parents.

To have a gap is to have an unfilled space between two objects.
To be honest is to speak one’s mind.

A gap is an unfilled space, not the surrounding objects.

One leans his position among his peers by comparing himself with

them.
In a yarn, there are still spaces between the threads.
Prudence is the practice of frugality.

Fullness means pervasiveness.
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Integrity involves the examination of one’s mistakes.

Hardness and whiteness are not mutually exclusive properties of a

stone.

A command is issued not for what has been done but for what is to be

done.

An overlap is where two lines or shapes share common part(s).

To bear responsibility is to work to the advantage of others at one’s

own loss.
Two connected lines or shapes can be either overlapping or tangent.
Courage is the deep-rooted cause for a daring ambition.

A tangency is a state in which two lines or shapes do not overlap but
are immediately connected.

Force is the deep-rooted cause for the movement of an object.
Standard is the model to be followed.

Life is the unification of body and intelligence.
Convention is the customary practice to be followed.

Sleep is a state in which one’s perception is not functioning.
To explain is to make clear one’s argument.

Dream is what one believes to be true when he is asleep.

An argument cannot be pro and con at the same time.
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To be in a calm mood is to know neither desires nor dislikes.

A debate is a contest over a certain issue, and the winner should be

the one whose views are closer to the reality.
Benefits bring pleasures to those who get them.

The conduct of a man will follow the tendency of his desire if he is at

his wits’ end.
Harms bring displeasures to those who get them.

“To have done” may mean “to have accomplished” or “to have

disappeared”.
The country is run well when the people get what they want.

“To make someone do something” may mean “to tell someone to do
something without an aim” and “to tell someone to do something

with an aim”.
To praise is to make known what is beautiful.

A name may be a general name, a categorical name or a private name.
To condemn is to expose what is evil.

A form of address may be used as an identity, a reference or an epithet.
A reference is the name for an object.

Human intelligence comes from hearing, learning and experiencing,
with the help of the name, the substance, the relationship of the name

and the substance, and the inspired action.
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