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If we say that architecture is solid music, then photos are solid history.

The invention of photography in the modern age has succeeded in sealing the moments of history in the world produced by
light, shadow and films. Following the steps of the last one hundred years, the faded old photos have recorded the development of the
modern China, creating a vivid and truthful historical scroll. Today, the historical photos have undoubtedly important research values.
People even suggest the establishment of a discipline for image identification.

With the effort from various sources in a long time, the Shanghai Library has collected thousands of historical photos, which
present a multi-dimensional and multi-level spectrum that covers different times and regions. On account of the quality of pictures and
the rarity of records, the original historical photos in the library collection are treasured items. These large amounts of photos have
extensive contents, great varieties and excellent qualities, some of which are the only copies and never published before. They have
high documentary research and antique study values. Their main characteristics are as follows:

[. The pictures of famous people: Photos in this category usually show famous people from various fields, including key
figures that influenced the process of history, such as Li Hongzhang, Qu Hongji, Tang Shaoyi, Song Mei-ling, Ye Gongchuo, Zhang
Zongxiang, Liu Chenggan and Huang Zuolin, etc. They reflect the appearance of individuals, groups or the society in specific
historical periods, and are useful for the identification and in-depth study of historical figures.

I. Photos with celebrities' signatures and annotations: The value of rare books rise greatly if they are annotated by famous
people, and the original photos annotated by celebrities and refined scholars are not to be neglected, either. Some of the photos with
celebrities' signatures and annotations in the Shanghai Library collection only carry inscriptions showing such basic information as the
photographer's name and the time of photographing, and others contain information about various aspects, such as the descriptions of and
comments on people's feelings, social relations or historical events. They are of high documentary research and antique study values.

I1I. Photos showing photo studios' nameplates: Photo studios in modern China are an important aspect in the historical research
of photography. The nameplate of a photo studio usually contains such information as the name, address, owner and the change of
names of a photo studio. Most of the photos with the nameplates of photo studios in the late Qing dynasty and the Republic period
in the Shanghai Library collection show photo studios in the Shanghai area, such as the Kung Tai Photographer, Pow Kee & Co.
Photographic Studio, Sze Yuen Ming & Co., Guanghui Lou, Ying Cheong and Lihua Photo, etc. Others show famous studios in the
other cities, such as Fung Tai Photographer in Beijing, Fusheng in Tianjing, Ne Ngo Shen in Hangzhou, Yanfang in Guangzhou,
Jingrong Studio in Changshao and Pun-Lun in Hong Kong. They are undoubtedly valuable materials for the study of early
photographic history in China.

Since the beginning of the 1990s, the Shanghai Library has assigned researchers to organize and study the historical photos. We
have hold large exhibitions of historical photos, including the "Picture Exhibition on the 700th Anniversary of the Shanghai City" and
the "Exhibition of the Anti-Japanese War Photos in the Shanghai Library Collection", and published such large-sized collection of
pictures as the Records of Old Shanghai. We have launched the digital library project of the Shanghai Memory, conducting digitization
and online publication of historical photos, and providing reference services to group or individual users from home and abroad. The
Shanghai Library researchers have spent a few years in selecting over one thousand photos from our historical photo collection and

compiled the Original Historical Photos in the Shanghai Library Collection, offering our readers a great enjoyment.
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Guide to Use

1.All the historical photos in this collection are developed from original negatives, taken during the period from the late 19th

century to the 40s of the 20th century.

2.Considering the limit of historical conditions and the current condition of the library photo collection, the photos are selected

on account of their documentary value, the degree of image clarity and the date of photographing.

3.This collection of photos is divided into two volumes and there are several chapters in each part. There is a general introduction
in front of every chapter. Each photo is attached with a caption, and the photos with celebrities' signatures and annotations are attached

with the signatures and the original texts of the annotations.

4.Volume 1 is characterized by the subjects and forms of the original photos, consisting of six subjects, including the Beautiful

Land, Glimpses of Culture, Highlighted Scenes, Famous People, Ways of the World and the Change of Photo Studios.

5.Volume II is characterized by series of photos that reflect activities of historical figures and groups or historical events,
consisting of nine subjects, including Li Hongzhang’s Diplomacy in His Old Age, Tang Shaoyi and the Politics in the Late Qing and
Early Republic Period, The Removal of Sun Yat-sen’s Remains and His Memorial Service, Huang Yanpei’s Educational Inspection
in 1914, Song Mei-ling Visiting the United States in 1942, the Jingzhang Railway and Jinpu Railway, the Southern Seas Industrial
Association, Nanyang Business Delegation and the Henry Lester Industrial Institute and the Institute for Medical Education and

Research.

6.The caption of the photo marks the original size of the photo in cm., not including the photo frame.

7.The biography of the person on the photo is given in details when he or she appears for the first time, and briefly when

appearing later.

8.The old place names are used, and current names are given in parenthesis.

9.The Chinese translations of foreigners’ names are used, and original names are given in parenthesis.
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