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- Character and intellect

Character and intellect: the two poles of our capacity; one
without the other is but halfway to happiness. Intellect does not
suffice, character is also needed. On the other hand, it is the fool’ s
misfortune, to fail in obtaining the position, the employment, the
neighbourhood, and the circle of friends that suit him.
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Knowledge and courage are the elements of Greatness. They give

immortality, because they are immortal. Each is as much as he knows,
and the wise can do anything. A man without knowledge, a world
without light. Wisdom and strength, eyes and hands. Knowledge

without courage is sterile.
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A man at his highest point

We are not born perfect: every day we develop in our personality
and in our calling till we reach the highest point of our completed
being, to the full round of our accomplishments, of our excellences.
This is known by the purity of our taste, the clearness of our thought,
the maturity of our judgment, and the firmness of our will. Some never
arrive at being complete; somewhat is always awanting: others ripen
late. The complete man, wise in speech, prudent in act, is admitted to

the familiar intimacy of discreet persons, is even sought for by them.
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To be without passions

To be without passions.It is a privilege of the highest order
of mind. Their very eminence redeems them from being affected
by transient and low impulses. There is no higher rule than that
over oneself, over one’s impulses: there is the triumph of free will.
While passion rules the character, do not let it threaten your position,
especially if it is a high one. It is the only refined way of avoiding
scandals; nay,it is the shortest back to good repute.
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