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Abstract

This is a grammatical optimal study on the Mandarin “cause &
effect” complexes. The grammatical optimal theory ( GOT) hold that
language is probabilistic; grammatical units can be ranked according to
their frequency and the ranking can be interpreted. This is a theory we
strive to put forward and use it. It contains two layers of meaning.
(1) priority; (2) sequence. Priority means we tend to use this but not
that kind of “cause & effect” complexes in a certain condition. Se-
quence means that there is an order existing in the syntactic units and
semantic units, we can arrange them according to their frequency. In the
nature, Grammatical optimal study can be regarded as the return of
Probabilistic Linguistics to some extent.

There are both macroscopically considering and microcosmic analy-
sis in this study, and modern linguistics concepts and the spirit of stri-
ving for thoroughness were also tied together by us. “Grammatical Opti-
mal Theory”, “Collocation Theory” and “Theory of Clausal Pivot” are
the guiding ideologies of this study, and combined methods, such as
“syntactic-semantic” mutual verification method, statistical methods,
collocation methods, “two triangle” method are also used. MI value
( mutual information value) is creatively applied in the semantic analysis
in the study.

The book is divided into seven chapters.

In chapter one, the nature of the study, the reasons of choosing the

topic, guiding ideologies and studying methods, the significances and
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the values of this study are iniroduced and interpreted.

Chapter two is an overview of prior sequence in Mandarin “cause &
effect” complex on the basis of doing thoroughly analyzing of the sample
corpus. This is the foreshadow of following study. It includes: (1) ex-
amine the causal complex’s status in the whole complex ( compound )
sequences; (2) inspect the causal complex’s prior sequences in the per-
spective of the clause-order and the related tags; (3) study the struc-
tural models from the clause-order point of view.

In chapter three, “cause-effect” complex’s prior sequences are
studied. In this chapter, the frequency of the descriptive “cause-effect”
complexes and the deductive “cause-effect” complexes of four styles is
firstly discussed. Then, the related tags of descriptive “ cause-effect”
complex and deductive “cause-effect” complex are ranked according
their frequency. But we put much effort in analyzing the relation of the
order of the related tags to the consistency of the subject and the infor-
mation structure of deductive “ cause-effect” complex. Besides, we
choose the complex with an embedded “ X" as a case to in-depth stud-
y.

Chapter four we focus on the “effect-cause™ complex’s prior se-
quences. In this chapter, the frequency of the complementary “effect-
cause” complexes and judgmental “effect-cause” complexes is also first-
ly discussed. And then we sequence the related tags according their fre-
quency. We also put much effort in studying the relation of the order of
the related tags to the consistency of the subject and inspecting the possi-
bilities and conditions of forming a judgmental “effect-cause” complex.
The complementary “effect-cause” complexes are studied in the perspec-
tive of discourse. And we examined the distinctions of continuity be-

tween “effect-cause” complexes and “cause-effect” complexes.
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Chapter five is a case study. We hold that there will be some differ-
ences if a structure enter into a format. When a clause of “A"” enter in a
causal complex, it can be devided into foue types: (1) “py (S+X| +
A+X), ans” (2) “pm, qg (S+X +F +X,)." (3) “pg
(S+X, +4 +X,), qgo” and (4) “pg, qy (S+X, +A4 +X,).”
There exist some differences in these four types no matter syntactic, se-
mantic or frequency.

Chapter six is also a case study. The anaphora of front-clauses and
back-clauses which are leaded by the related tags is discussed. First we
devide the anaphora into two types: front-clause anaphora and back-
clause anaphora, and then examined the anphora of each related tags in
detail. There is an asymmetry between the anaphora of front-clause and
of back-clause, the asymmetry is mainly related to the information struc-
ture and the “focus-be-back” principle.

Chapter seven is the ending of the study, including the conclu-

sions, the Inspirations, the inadequacies and the future works, etc.

Key words: “cause-effect” complex; “effect-cause” complex;
prior sequence; probabilistic linguistics; GOT ( Grammatical Optimality
Theory) ; order; related tags; discourselink; syntactic constraint; a-

naphora.
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