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Foreword

tions to establish a national central museum for China. The core of its ceramic collec-

tion comes from the porcelain used by the Qing imperial household at the Fengtian
Palace (the present Shenyang Palace Museum in Liaoning Province) and at the Rehe Palace (the
present Chengde Summer Palace in Hebei Province). The bulk of these two groups of imperial
porcelain was made during the reigns of Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong (1662-1795). This
period of 134 years represents the golden age in the history of Chinese ceramics. Production of
imperial wares during these reigns was supervised by court-appointed officials, some sent by
the emperor himself, and the imperial factory was often named after the respective administra-
tor in charge.

The Kangxi emperor ruled for 61 years (1662-1722) - the longest reign in Chinese history.
He studies Chinese culture since young, and was also very interested in Western science, tech-
nology, medicine and art. Therefore the imperial porcelain made during his reign reflect his
interest, and Western influence can often be detected not only in ceramic forms but also in
decoration. Furthermore, beginning from the Kangxi reign, imperial kilns only produced por-
celain for the exclusive use of the imperial household. Not even noble relatives of the emperor
were allowed to take possession of the porcelain wares directly from the imperial factory.
Famous wares during this reign were the Zang Yao and Lang Yao, supervised by Zang
Yingxuan and Lang Tingji respectively. The painter Liu Yuan was also an appointed designer
and supervisor from the court in the production of ceramic pieces for used in the palace.

The Yongzheng emperor was in rule for a brief period of only 13 years (1723-1735), but his
fondness for porcelain led him to take an active part in the production, styles and decoration of
the wares at the imperial factory. During his reign, the Nian Yao was noted for creating new
styles, and for its success in reproducing excellent copies of classic wares of the Song dynasty
and blue and white porcelain of the Ming dynasty particularly those of the Yongle (1403-1424)
and Xuande (1426-1435) reigns.

The Qianlong emperor, who reigned for a long period of 60 years (1736-1795), loved the
arts and sought perfection in many art forms. During his time, the Tang Yao, administered by
Tang Ying, was the most successful imperial kiln in the whole history of Chinese ceramics. In
Jingdezhen Taolu, the writer Lan Pu praised the Tang Yao for reaching the height of perfection
in ceramic technology, and for attaining unparalleled success in reproducing antique wares.

The majority of the pieces selected for this exhibition are imperial wares from these three
reigns. They came directly from imperial palace collections. Their authenticity is without
question, and therefore they represent the standard by which Qing imperial porcelain should
be evaluated. It is our privilege to be able to present this collection to the audience of art lovers
and renowned collectors in Hong Kong. We would like to thank Professor Mayching Kao,
Curator of the Art Gallery of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, for her warm invi-
tation to mount this exhibition, and Mr. Peter Lam, Senior Assistant Curator, who
shuttled between Hong Kong and Nanjing many times attending to every detail, without
whom this exhibition Qing Imperial Porcelain could never by successfully staged. We
also hope that this exhibition will encourage further academic research and cultural
exchange between Nanjing, Hong Kong and the rest of the world.

r I Vhe Nanjing Museum was founded in 1933 by Mr. Cai Yuanpei in the course of prepara-

Xu Huping
March 1995
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Foreword

Reigns is jointly organized by the Nanjing Museum and the Art Gallery, the

Chinese University of Hong Kong. Featuring nearly one hundred and fifty
pieces of imperial porcelain from these three reigns, this special exhibition marks
the first cooperation between the two institutions. It is our sincere hope that this
joint venture will prove beneficial to the promotion of academic and cultural exchanges
between the two cities.

The exhibits from the Nanjing Museum, amounting to one hundred and ten pieces,
were selected from the porcelain previously used by the Qing imperial household at
the palaces in Fengtian and Rehe. The Art Gallery contributes thirty-two exhibits,
all of which are gifts from our benefactors and donors whose generous support has
been crucial in the development of our permanent collections. We would like to take
this opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation, particularly to the B.Y. Lam
Foundation, Bei Shan Tang and Zande Lou, as well as Mr. T.Y. Chao, Mr. Rogerio
Lam, Mr. Shau-wai Lam, Mr. Lai Tak and the family of the late Mr. Ho Pak.

The exhibition highlights the imperial wares of Jingdezhen in the Kangxi, Yongzheng
and Qianlong reigns, a period of porcelain production generally recognized to be the
height of achievement in the Qing dynasty. The exhibits encompass both the archaistic
and innovative trends in Qing porcelain, characterized by a great variety of shapes,
rich and colourful glazes and delicately painted designs. The magnificent decorative
effect, as well as the extensive use of dragon and phoenix designs and auspicious
patterns, demonstrate vividly the aesthetic taste of the imperial household, while the
multifarious functions of the imperial wares as shown in the exhibits, shed light on
the elegant life-style at the court.

Work on the exhibition has been conducted in Nanjing and Hong Kong respec-
tively. We are most grateful for the guidance of Mr. Liang Baiquan, Director of Nanjing
Museum, and the planning of Mr. Xu Huping, the Managing Vice-Director. The in-
formative essay by Mr. Song Boyin and detailed catalogue entries by Mr. Cheng Xiaozhong
provide important clues to the scholarly appreciation of the exhibits. Mr. Guo Qun
has graciously assumed the responsibility of photographing the exhibits. The Art
Gallery staff is mainly responsible for the English translation and the production of
this monograph.

The current exhibition would not have been possible without the strong support
of the Administrative Bureau of Museums and Archaeological Data of the Ministry of
Culture of China and the Hong Kong Branch of Xinhua News Agency. Special thanks
are due to the Tsui Museum of Art, Hong Kong, for its permission to include items
from its collection in this monograph and, in particular, Dr. T.T. Tsui for sponsoring
this exhibition. We are also indebted to Mr. J.S. Lee, Chairman of the Art Gallery
Management Committee, and Dr. F.C. Chen, Director of the Institute of Chinese Studies,
for their valuable advice. To those who has contributed to the preparation of the
exhibition and the catalogue, we offer our sincere appreciation.

r I \ he exhibition Qing Imperial Porcelain of the Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong

Mayching Kao
March 1995
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