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Preface

A fascinating work. The author reveals a new path through the con-
temporary history of the modern Chinese woman via his personal

cigarette card collections

As history discloses, cigarettes were invented by American soldiers
during the US Border War (1845 - 1848). When the new invention was
introduced, people discarded their chewing tobacco habits, preferring
to light up slimmer, elegant, and more convenient cigarettes. The to-
bacco companies in North Carolina started to produce compact pack-
ages with 3, 5 or 10 cigarettes This is when cigarette cards were in-
troduced for the first time to customers along with the packaged to-
bacco. These diverse, colorful prints were not only placed into each
box to prevent individual cigarettes from getting broken, but also as a
small reward for the customers Since 1875 the cigarette cards slowly

transformed into a new kind of advertisement.

As time went on, the cigarettes and cigarette cards became unexpect-
edly attractive to more and more customers. Not only because the
cigarettes could help with releasing the pressures of daily life, but also
because the delicate cigarette cards were well-designed and highly

collectable. The tobacco companies soon discovered that the bestselling
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