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Liu Sifen

One century and a half after the Opium War was no doubt the era with the most rapid and
the most fierce changes, and meanwhile, was also the most profound era in China’s history. An
ancient nation with thousands-of-year brilliant civilization, once superciliously looking down the
surrounding world in the centre of the globe, collapsed overnight from the seemingly wealthy
and prosperous and powerful honor top of the mountain, and became a large piece of pork on
the chopping block of the western big powers. From then on, suffering from various kinds of
humiliation, misery, poverty and tragedies which they had never experienced before, the Chinese
nation started on the frustrated and bumpy journey lasting as long as over one hundred years.

It was the historical fatal destiny which an ancient and proud nation encountered. More
importantly, it was the result of being defeated by a more advanced civilization.

Just because of this, in the great changes, as great as highland changing into valley, deep
valleys into mountains, during the entire century, violence and resistance, conquer and revolt,
extinction and struggle became endless nightmares haunting and groaning in China. However,
the retrospection after past pains could expedite waves of search for the truth, use of others’
experience for reference, study and trials. Without hesitation, they ruptured, reformed and
restructured again and again. Finally, the Chinese nation win the whole world’s special esteem
for their extraordinary success, showing the courage, intelligence, ability, and Chinese
civilization’s surprising vitality of the Chinese nation.

Owing to the reversal of rational order caused by the sharp historical changes, Guangdong,
a late-comer in the flourishing agricultural civilization era, got in touch with the outside world
and outside ideologies relatively earlier, because it is located in coastal area, in addition, it was
neglected the control of the traditional political ideology and cultures. The Opium War more
violently pushed Guangdong to a position which marked the beginning of modern history in
China. With the time passing by, the industry civilization, relying on western powers’ strong
battleships and cannons, landed on Guangdong straightly, the people in Guangdong, especially,
the sensitive members of intellectual circles, were stimulated sharply and strongly. Confronted
by the imminent survival crisis, they responded instinctively. As a part of the Chinese nation,
they undoubtedly demonstrated strong national generalities of thought, action and target during
the whole modern and contemporary times, which has been already proved by century-and-a-
half history, and no need to argue and list one by one. What make us interested are what kind
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of characteristics it demonstrated and what kind of function it has given play to, while they were
making generality to respond, on the background of Lingnan (South China) Culture which
controlled the Guangdong people’s thought and action in modern times.

According to the researches of academic circles in recent years, the characteristics of
Lingnan Culture can be summarized as dealing concrete matters relating to situations, all-
embracing (incorporating things of diverse nature), opening and enterprising. Of course, there
may be more or less, but it is quite close to the point. If these words can sum up the thought and
actions of the Guangdong people and persons of foresight in modern times, a distinct
characteristic will come into highlight. That is, in the face of the outside, obviously more advanced
industry civilization, even when it and western imperialist powers tied together, and became so
peremptory, abhorrent and inexorable, the Guangdong people and the intellectual circles did
not adopt the complacent, conservative, narrow and repulsive attitude of closing their eyes to
and turning their dead ears to the reality. While defending national dignity and interests, and
rising up to struggle, they, out of their practical cultural personality, subtly understood the
advancement of the outside civilizations. And then, they actively accepted, introduced, imitated
and studied them with the open and all-embracing mind. With the conflicts and contacts
deepening, the study and introduction rapidly extended to all aspects of economy, military,
politics and culture. As a result, during the Chinese modern history, in Guangdong, two distinct
and thick trains of thought were formed from the very beginning, one connecting with the history
of the Guangdong people actively resisting western big powers’ invasion and overthrowing the
autocratic imperial court’s ruling and later the revolutionary movements of the New Democracy
and of socialism led by the Chinese Communist Party; the other linking with the history of their
consciously studying advanced industry civilization to drive China into modernization progress.
Just because of these, in the past one hundred years, while Guangdong became the original
places of the Opium War, the Hundred-Day of Reform (1898), the Revolution of 1911, the
Northern Expedition, and the Canton (today’s Guangzhou) Uprising, there appeared China’s
the earliest national capital, the earliest modern-time industries and enterprises, the earliest
group of students studying abroad, the earliest modern-time newspapers and periodicals, the
earliest western medicine, the earliest film-makers, actors and actresses, the earliest cameras
produced in China and the earliest airships, which brought up statesmen like Lin Zexu, Hong
Xiuguan, Deng Shichang, Kang Youwei, Sun Yat-sen, Ye Jianying, and a contingent of pioneers
of ideology, culture, economic, science and technology in China’s modern times, such as Hong




Rengan, Lian Tingnan, Rong Hong, Huang Kuan, Chen Qiyuan, Zheng Guanying, Huang
Zunxian, Liang Qichao, Zou Baigi, Zhan Tianyou, Feng Ru,etc.... They dared to face up their
own backwardness, but they were unwilling to fall behind the world for good. They could suffer
a loss temporarily, but they were by no means willing to lose forever. In the face of the stronger
and more advanced rivals, the Guangdong people and the advanced members dared to try
their strength—studied hard — tried their strength again — studied more — tried again with the
active, enterprising concept and open, all-embracing mind. They transformed themselves and
developed themselves step by step. Finally, under the leadership of the Communist Party of
China, they stepped onto the socialist prosperous and strong road. We can say, in the past one
century and a half, the cultural inside information forming Guangdong unique social sights has
extended to the reform and opening-up to the outside world period of today, and becomes the
important reasons of Guangdong going ahead and developing rapidly.

The above-mentioned understanding, which one can read about in quite a lot of academic
writings, naturally is not the inventive idea. But as far as most readers are concerned, including
the present writer myself, to understand Guangdong’s past one hundred years, they mainly rely
on the narration in words (some works enclosed a few pictures, which are limited.). As for the
historical scenes which make people dazzled, the beautiful or ugly or strange personages, and
multifarious apparatus, wares, costumes and buildings, etc., because of lacking image materials,
the readers can only resort to imagination for supplement. It is regrettable that, as a result, they
always produce a kind of indistinct and specious pictures. Now the Guangdong Provincial Sun
Yat-Sen Library compiled a photo album—FPhoto Record of Guangadong in 20th Century, with
the abundant historical pictures treasured up in the past 90 years since its founding, and with
several experts’ joint intelligent efforts of years, which shows to the readers the history of
Guangdong in one century and a half, comprehensively, visually and directly, and gives the
readers a pleasant surprise of being suddenly enlightened. After reading, we can feel contented
and rich in mind, which we can not obtained from the description in words. Especially, the
readers can feel two development trains of thought of Guangdong nearly-one-hundred-year
history more profoundly. Really, Guangdong came over on the road like this. So did China.
When the Chinese nation are marching towards the road of all-round rejuvenation today, at the
new situation of China’s entry into the WTO, facing a large scale entry of the outside cultures,
we look backwards into the history and look forwards into the future, the publication of the book
undoubtedly offers helpful enlightenment to us further.
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e Foreword

The 20th century’s curtains have already dropped quietly. We were born at the right time.
We’re now standing at the unprecedented highland and overlooking into the distance. In the
front, we see the sea joining the sky, bright blue, clear and beautiful; looking backwards, we see
the boundless, indistinct smoke and dust dragging away gradually. The footprints of our
ancestors, former generation and our own on the place where the dust fell down, are clearly to
be seen and shocking, which forces us to take frequent retrospects.

The past events in history sometimes are so clearly visible, and lifelike as happened just now,
for the photographers left us the frames of that time so that we can still witness those historical
scenes after so many years. The vivid and incisive real scenes touch our hearts so deep that
the people’s sorrow and joy in the past seem to appear before our eyes, able to be seen and
touched. As a library with the most abundant collection of materials in Guangdong Province, we
have plenty of precious historical pictures in thousands of historical document volumes in different
languages, among which there are out-of-print books and periodicals of late Qing Dynasty,
government files at all levels in the Republic of China, old-time merchants’ coupons, handbills
during Anti-Japanese War, the propaganda materials in the Land Reform period and the tabloids
of the Cultural Revolution. They came from different sources, some from old-fashioned book-
stored buildings, from missionary schools or from the foreign consuls in Shamen, or the materials
left by Japanese aggressive troops; some even survive the smokes of gunpowder of war or
migration of war preparations. Nowadays they quietly stand together with new books, though
their colors turn yellowish day by day with time passing by. When the old photos in the streets
were compiled for publication one by one several years ago, we were stirred. With the support
of Guangdong Education Publishing House, we determined to make great effort to clear up our
own collection of pictures. Several summers and winters passed. We put in order tens of
thousands of historical pictures from voluminous documentary materials, sorted out nearly
i 4,000 pieces among them and compiled them into a photo album— Phoito Record of Guangdong

i in 20th Century. It is not unprecedented to mirror Guangdong historical scenes with photos, but
our photo album is unige, with so many historical photos, so many perspectives and so diversified
bearings to reflect the whole picture of Guangdong’s one-hundred-year history. We attempt to
objectively reflect the political life, people’s livelihood, and social and culture true scenes in
Guangdong over the past 100 years. So we only attach some necessary explanations to the
photos, without too many narrations and comments, because each historical scene itself contains
abundant meanings which can not be made clear in a few words, but just let the photos face the
readers directly. Since opinions differ from one another, the readers have their own views and
judgement and they would understand.
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e When we look back at the past century, there are tens of thousands of scenes, but in fact,
only a glimpse. Those traces and prints left by everything bypast, shallow or deep, always are
the essential reference for the reality and the future. Then, those images and photos of the past
always deserve to be collected and treasured.
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