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Secretary General of the Model United Nations, Members of the Faculty,
Distinguished Delegates of the Yale University Model United Nations, Ladies
and Gentlemen, students:

S | I

I am deeply committed to the United Nations and to multilateralism. It is this

it Hlaile

commitment that underpins my Presidency of the Fifty-cighth Session of the United

x00

Nations General Assembly, and which is the incentive that brings me to Yale University

to join you at the opening of this Model United Nations.

I wish to thank President Levin and all at Yale University who have so warmly
welcomed me here, and Mr. Favors and the organizers of the Model United Nations for
affording me this opportunity. '

Multilateralism — the belief that nations act more effectively when they act together
to address issues of a global nature — has been an organizing princiﬁle and the foundation
of the work of the United Nations from the start. We all know, however, that obstacles
to economic and social progress, human right and fundamental freedoms and peace and
security remain, notwithstanding® strong suppbrt for multilateralism. Daily, the United
Nations faces new and emerging challenges, some of which have proved to be quite

daunting®-

When the United Nations Charter was signed at San Francisco in 1945 nearly fifty-




