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Preface

I have Been in Fujian Province for so many years, and had already heard that Shoushanshi Stone
(" Longevity Mountain Stone” in English) was praised as ” the gem of the world” and ” the king of
rocks”. I visited it several times, and learnt its beautiful posture. I had a lot of feeling each time and
was reluctant to part with it .

Shoushanshi Stone locates at a corner of Fuzhou city, Fujian Province. Its quality is so good, so
flamboyant and its variety is so multifarious that few other rocks’can compare with. There are abun-
dant culture background and broad influence of Shoushanshi Stone, that verse,” One gram Shoushan-
shi Stone equal to three grams gold ”, described its invaluableness especially. Shoushanshi Stones
were taken as treasure and collected by monarchs, ministers, literati, scholars, rich men and patri-
cians in the past.

After The foundation of the People’s Republic of China, especially after ” Chinese Reform and
Opening to the outside world”, Chinese standard of living has improved quickly. Now, Shoushanshi
Stone craftworks can be collected by more and more populace. This makes it possible to produce the
craftworks in large scale. One of my main hopes since I worked in Fuzhou is to make the best of the
economic merits of Shoushanshi Stone and develop the craftworks production by dint of the deep cul-
ture background of Shoushanshi Stone. To my satisfaction, at the cross of centuries, Shoushanshi
Stone got the first in the running of chooseing through public appraisal, and Jin’an District had got
the title ” Kingdom of folk arts and crafts of Fujian Province ” among all the candidates of ” National
Stone ” and” Kingdom of folk Shoushanshi Stone arts and crafts of China”. To strengthen these
achievements, a Shoushanshi Stone craftworks Exposition, with the leitmotiv of ” Exert ascendancy,
Develop the national quintessence, Speed progress”, was held by the government of Jin’an District. I
was very rejoiced to know that it received far —reaching influence. Then I went to Shoushan town a-
gain, listened detailed to The Report of Shoushanshi Stone Production Developing Plan, made by the
government of Jin’an District. In the report, they suggested taking the rock as amedium to attach
most importance to ” Ten developing items Project” ,to accelerate tourism and civilization development
of Jin’an District. It was so delightful and satisfying that I confirmed the appropriate fouds to speed
the building of ” Shoushanshi Stone museum of China”.

This book is the coagulation of hard work of nearly one hundred experts and scholars in the do-
main of Shoushanshi Stone Culture and sculptors of Shoushanshi Stone. Refered to abundant books
from ancientry to modern times, taken more than one year’s hard work, the book can be entitled ” The
omniscience of Shoushanshi Stone Culture”. Through its over 300000 words , you can learn how
Shoushanshi Stone came into being, where it distributes, how many verieties of Shoushanshi Stone
and how to evaluate the craftworks of Shoushanshi Stone etc, plus those sapid folklores and cultural
activities , you will find the book is not only knowledgeable but also interesting. It is one of the ” Ten
developing items ” that The Grand View of Chinese Shoushanshi Stone Culture . Chinese put into
print. I am sure that the publish of this book will enhance the cultural system of Shoushanshi Stone
art, publicize Shoushanshi Stone Culture and impel the development of Shoushanshi Stone artwork
production.

I hope the soul gem of our nation, Shoushanshi Stone Culture, would shine throughout the coun-
try and the world, and to be the pride and glory of national civilization of China.

This is the preface I made for the book.

Nomarch of Fujian province Jinping Xi

New year’s day, 2001
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