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Friends and
Friendship

A friend is a single soul in two bodies.

Looking Ahead

© Talk about friends and friendship.

© Describe your personal experiences.

© Enlarge your vocabulary by learnlng suffixes: -ship, -ly and -able.
© Use the “-ing”
© Write about §

and object complement ( 1).

i Getting Ready

l. Read the following definitions of a “friend" and see whether you agree or disagree to them.
A friend is
— someone who understands our silence.
— a watch that beats true for all time and never runs down.
— the one who comes in when the whole world has gone out.
— a person who remains true and faithful to us the whole life.

Now work in pairs to write a definition of a “'friend”. Here are some useful words and expressions

you may use in your definition.

humorous interesting easy-going dependable honest
understanding helpful in one’s opinion according to faithful

In my opinion, a friend is

2. Different cultures have different attitudes toward friendship. Read the following statements and
guess whether they are true (T) or false (F).
1) In the United States, friendship can be close, strong, and real, yet fades away in a short
time as situations change.
~ 2) If a friendship is left off in America, it can never be resumed.
- 3) American friendliness is always an offer of true friendship.
~ 4) Friendship in Jordan is a life-long affair.

Theme A
Friends & Family



ind Friendship

How Americans View Friendship

Steve and Yaser first met in their chemistry class at an American university.
Yaser was an international student from Jordan. He was excited to get to know
an American. He wanted to learn more about American culture and hoped he
and Steve would become good friends. At first, Steve seemed very friendly. He
always greeted Yaser warmly before class. Sometimes he offered to study with
Yaser. He even invited Yaser to have lunch with him. But after the term was
over, Steve seemed more distant. The two former classmates didn’t see each
other very much at school. One day Yaser decided to call Steve. Steve didn’t
seem very interested in talking to him. Yaser was hurt by Steve’s change of attitude.
“Steve said we were friends,” Yaser complained, “and I thought friends were
friends forever.”

Yaser is a little confused. He 1s an outsider to American culture. He doesn’t
understand the way Americans view friendship. Americans use the word “friend”
in a very general way. They may call both casual acquaintances and close
companions “friends”. Americans have school friends, work friends, sports
friends... These friendships are based on common interests. When the shared
activity ends, the friendship may fade. Now as Steve and Yaser are no longer
classmates, their “friendship” has changed. In some cultures friendship means
a strong life-long bond between two people. In these cultures friendships
develop slowly, since they are built to last. American society is one of rapid
change. Studies show that one out of five American families moves every year.
American friendships develop quickly, and they may change just as quickly.
People from the United States may at first seem friendly. But American friendli-
ness is not always an offer of true long-term friendship. In the United States,
as situations change, friendships
may fade away in a short time. Yet,
neither side feels hurt by this. Both
may exchange Christmas greetings
for a year or two, perhaps a few
letters for a while — then no more.
If the same two persons meet again

by chance, even years later, they

pick up the friendship where it left
off and are delighted.

Theme A
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Jordan (['d30:dn]) is
an Arab country in

southwest.

Outsider means

in Chinese.

Tell the difference
between companion
and acquaintance

from the context.

bond: X %

Fade away means

A. to disappear
gradually
B. to become more

and more



% Comprehension

1. Read the text to decide which of the following statements best summarizes how Americans view

friendship.

1) American people think friendship should be a life-long affair.

2) Americans use the word “friend” in a very general way and take it for granted if friendships
fade away in a short time as situations change.

3) Americans view friendship as something very important and friends should spend as much
time as possible with each other.

4) Americans think that friendship between two persons can never be resumed after it stops.

2. Read the following sentences and decide whether they are true (T) or false (F).
1) Steve and Yaser first met in their history class at an American university.
2) After the term was over, Steve seemed to be less friendly to Yaser than before.
3) Yaser could not understand why Steve changed his attitude toward him.
4) In the eyes of American people, friends may be either close or not very close.
5) Friendship plays a more important role in some cultures than in others.
6) In the American culture, friendship means a strong life-long bond between two people.
7) In the USA, friendship may disappear gradually as situations change.

8) The same two persons will act as strangers years later if they meet again.

3. Work with your partner to describe the development of the friendship between Steve and Yaser by

using the words and phrases in the box.

chemistry class Jordan ﬁ'len&Iy distant huﬁ %eofattltude life-long

LY A S e =) Flen

Now write down what you have just described in your exercise-book. You may begin like this:
Steve and Yaser began their friendship in a chemistry class at an American university. Yaser

was a student from Jordan, where...

4. Work in groups to answer the following questions.

1) In what way did Steve change his attitude toward Yaser?

2) Why did Yaser feel hurt by Steve’s change of attitude?

3) If you were Yaser or Steve, what would you do in this case?

4) Do you think that friendship should be a strong life-long bond? Why or why not?

Theme A
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5) Does the Chinese culture hold the same views of friendship as the American culture? Give

examples to support your answer.

5. “Make new friends, but keep the old; Those are silver, these are gold.” Do you agree? Work in

pairs to discuss the friendship between Steve and Yaser. You may go like this:

- Oh, why d
A: 1 am really sorry for Yaser. I am really sorry ke i

B: Oh, why do you feel sorry for him? for Yaser.
A: What he wanted was but a true friendship.

feel sorry for him?

B: But Steve did nothing wrong.
A ...
B: ...

Language Focus

» Word Power
1. Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

1) distant A. to consider; to regard; to think about

2) confuse B. to express willingness to do sth.

3) complain C. showing social distance or lack of friendliness

4) casual D. to speak in an unhappy, annoyed, dissatisfied way

5) view E. to make difficult for sb. to know what’s happening or what to do
6) fade F. resulting from chance; not close

7) offer G. a person who spends time with another

8) companion H. to disappear or die gradually

. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the correct forms of the words you have just

learned in Exercise 1.

1) Bad ~can lead a youth into error.

2) He found her cold, ice-like and B

3) A survey showed that people were ~ about what they should eat to stay healthy.
4) The mother her daughter’s talent with a mixture of pride and worry.

5) They watched the familiar mountains =~~~ into the darkness.

6) Peter ) to teach them water-skiing.

7)Maryisalways ~~ about something. Why can’t she be more pleasant?

8) A ~event or situation happens by chance or without planning.



3. Read the following sentences taken from the text, paving special attention to the colored parts.
Then make sentences of your own with the phrases.
1) Americans use the word “friend” in a very general way.

Your sentence:

2) These friendships are based on common interests.

Your sentence:

3) Now as Steve and Yaser are no longer classmates, their “friendship” has changed.

Your sentence:

4) Studies show that one out of five American families moves every year.

Your sentence:

5) People from the United States may at first seem friendly.

Your sentence:

6) If the same two persons meet again by chance, even years later, they pick up the friendship
where it left off and are delighted.

Your sentence:

7) If the same two persons meet again by chance, even years later, they pick up the friendship
where it left off and are delighted.

Your sentence:

8) If the same two persons meet again by chance, even years later, they pick up the friendship
where it left off and are delighted.

Your sentence:

. Study the word formation rules and then fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the

words listed in the example column.

(" Word formation Meaning Example )
n.+-ship — n. state of being; status relationship; ownership; membership
n.+-ly — adj. having the quality of kindly; friendly; yearly

. + -able/-ible — adj. that can be; fit to be valuable; changeable; acceptable )

H of the club is a great honor.
2) The seven major industrial countries will have their meeting in London.

3) The weather in Britain is

4) There was a quarrel aboutthe ~ of the treasure they had found.
5) Robert has a ~ relationship with his customers.

6) We will follow it if this proposalis ~ toall of you.

7) She was a person with wide social

8) He was a severe critic (i %) but an extremely man.

9) You will find this little tool very ~ for cutting out small shapes.
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P Grammar

The "-ing” Participle (l)

Study the rule
Read the following dialogue. Pay special attention to the words ending with “-ing” and see if there

are any differences between their functions.
(Dave is telling John that he does not like doing housework. John does not think so.)

Dave:
John:
Dave:
John:
Dave:
John:
Dave:
John:
Dave:

I hate doing housework.

But [ saw you washing clothes yesterday.

Housework is really boring. \
If so, why should you do it? ]
My sister has been away on holiday.

So...? sy

So cooking and cleaning have become my jobs. i%

But I heard you singing when you were cooking. x#
Oh, I like cooking. It is interesting. ¥

Find the rule

Use the

“-ing " participle as noun modifier and object complement.

1) We use the “-ing” participle as noun modifier

A. when it helps to describe the noun.

He’s an amusing person (a person who is amusing).

B. when it helps to explain the use of the noun.
Sally took a sleeping pill (a pill that makes people sleep) last night, so she indeed had a

good sleep.

2) We use the “-ing” participle as object complement when the “-ing” participle comes after an

object stating the action of the object.

[ often hear him telling interesting jokes.
This morning a neighbor saw the boy walking across the road.

Apply the rule
Use the “-ing " participle of the verb in the brackets to complete each of the following sentences

and tell what function it has [1)A, 1)B or 2)]. The first one has been given as an example.

1) Flowers and trees are always a pleasing (please) sight, especially in the city.

2) He noticed someone ~ (steal) into the house.

3) I'heard someone ~ (knock) at the door.

4) Ayoung woman,  (wear) a white coat, stepped forward to meet him.
5) She was angry to find her son . (smoke)

Theme A
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6) People ~ (live) in this street are mostly from Germany.
7) The old man liked to watch people ~ (play) chess.
8) Johnsaw a littledog ~~ (wag) its tail excitedly.

9) Mary told us a very ~ (move) story.
10) The teacher asked us to finisha ~ (challenge) task.

@ Listening and Speaking

Asking for and Giving Advice

1. Listen to a passage for the first time and choose the best answer to complete the following
sentence.
The purpose of this passageisto
A. let us know that Americans don’t value friendship
B. make us believe that Americans are not worth making friends with
C. give us some suggestions on how to make friends with Americans

D. give us reasons why we should make friends with Americans

2. Listen to the passage for the second time and fill in the following table with some key words or

phrases.
Tip 1
Tip 2
Tip 3
Tip 4
Tip 5
Tip 6
3. Work in groups to discuss what advice should be followed in making friends with Chinese and

then make a dialogue with your partner. One of you will play the role of an American, who is

puzzled by the Chinese way of treating friends. ‘

How to ask for advice How to give advice

What should I do? ’ You'd better...
Could you tell me what to do? If I were you, I'd...

Can you give me some advice (tips)? I think you should (ought to)...

What would you do if...?

Theme A
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You can make yvour dialogue according to the following cues:

1) A (a Chinese) and B (an American) greet each other.

2) A expresses his surprise at seeing B’s puzzled look.

3) B expresses that he is puzzled at the Chinese way of treating friends and asks for advice.
4) A gives him advice.

5) B expresses his thanks.

6) A and B say “goodbye”.

g;;ff; Writing

My Most Unforgettable Friend

1. Study the following sayings and descriptions about friends and friendship carefully. Do you

agree to them? Which one do you like best? Why?

1) Friends are made and kept three ways. First, by honoring them in their presence. Second, by
speaking good about them in their absence. Third, by serving them in their needs.

2) Nothing can be compared to a faithful friend.

3) Four things are better old than new: wine, fish, oil, but above all an old friend.

4) A true friend is one who overlooks your failures and tolerates your successes.

5) True friendship is like sound health; the value of it is seldom kown until it is lost.

6) Good company on the road is the shortest cut.

7) A brother may not be a friend, but a friend will always be a brother.

Discuss and share your ideas in groups. Then write a few sentences of your own to express your

ideas about friends and friendship.

2. Write a composition with the title My Most Unforgettable Friend. You can get some ideas from the

sayings and descriptions above or by looking at the pictures in Challenging Yourself-
Your composition should include the following points:

e Who is your friend?

e How did you get to know each other?

e Why is he/she unforgettable? (Give examples.)

ineme A
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Friends a

.« Challenging Yourself

1. Look at the following pictures and tell how you understand friendship, an enjoyable relationship

between two or more [)CII‘I'I'(’S.

2. Here are some words from the coming article. Match them with their Chinese meanings and then

practise reading them.

jealousy territory invade SOITOW wrap statue

(R i gL MR it £

® 6 6 & 0 & & & & & 6 5 5 5 6 6 O 6 O O B B O O O O S S S O L OO BSOSO eSO O 0 8 e 00000 0 0 0 0 0o

Read as fluently as you can and then complete the exercises that follow.

Twenty-one years ago, my husband gave
me Sam, an eight-week-old dog, to help me
Sam and Lightning ease the pain due to the losst of my job. Sam
and I developed a very special bond over the
next fourteen years. It seemed nothing that
happened could éver change that.

Later, when we were in New Jersey, our neighbor, whose cat had recently had kittens, asked us
if we would like one. We were a little worried about Sam’s jealousy and how he would handle his
territory being invaded, but we decided to risk it and agreed to take a kitten.

We picked a little, gray, playful kitten. She was very active and raced around as if she were
running after imaginary mice and jumped from table to chair in the blink of an eye, so we named her
Lightning.

At first, Sam and Lightning were very cautious with each other and kept their distance. But
slowly, Lightning started following Sam—up the stairs, down the stairs, into the kitchen to watch

him eat, into the living room to watch him sleep. As time passed, they were always together. When
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[ played with one, the other joined in. If Sam barked at something, Lightning ran to see what it was.
When I took either one out of the house, the other was always waiting by the door when we returned.
That was the way it was for years.

But one day, without any warning, Sam died of a heart attack at the vet’s and I had to walk back
to our house alone. This time, there was no Sam for Lightning to greet and no way for me to explain
why she would never see her friend again.

In the days that followed, Lightning seemed heart-broken. She could not tell me in words that
she was suffering, but I could see the pain and disappointment in her eyes whenever anyone opened
the front door and the hope whenever she heard a dog bark.

The weeks went by and the cat’s sorrow seemed to be lessening. One day as I walked into our
living room, I happened to have a look at the floor next to our sofa where we had a statue of Sam that
we had bought a few years before. Lying next to it, one arm wrapped around the statue’s neck, was

Lightning, satisfactorily sleeping with her best friend.

1. Read the article carefully and answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1) Who was Sam? Why did the author’s husband give her Sam?

2) What were the author and her husband a little worried about when their neighbor asked them if

they would like to have a kitten?

3) Why did they name the kitten “Lightning”?

4) How did the friendship between Sam and Lightning gradually develop?

5) What happened to Sam one day?

6) How did Lightning accept Sam’s death at first?

7) Did Lightning forget her friend Sam weeks later? What did the author see her do one day?

8) What does the author try to reveal by telling the story?

2. Study the colored part in each of the following sentences and choose the one which is the closest
in meaning with the word or phrase.
1) ..., my husband gave me Sam, an eight-year-old dog, to help me case the pain...
A. cure B. increase C. calm down D. reduce
2) We were a little worried about Sam’s jealousy and how he would handle his territory being

invaded, ...
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