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ABSTRACT

The risk of government bond investment mainly refers to the uncertainty of
the bond price and therefore holding period return. The risk premium of bond is
defined as its excess holding period return over the return of risk-free asset.
Most studies in our country focus on the equity risk premium, while there are
very few research about the bond risk premium. In fact, the variation of the
government bond risk premium has attracted great attention from overseas
scholars because of its great value theoretically and empirically. From the point
view of macroeconomics, the time variation of bond risk premium influence the
relationship between long-term and short-term interest rate, which is central to
the monetary transmission mechanism and monetary policy evaluation. In
addition, with the development of domestic securities markets these years, the
government bonds is a very important component for the portfolio constructions of
the long term institutional investors such as pension funds, insurance funds.
Forecasting the time variation of bond risk pren.lium can be applied in the design
of dynamic investment strategy, which can contribute to promote the
perfbrmance of bond management and institutional investors development.

Based on the detailed analysis and fully summarization of the bond risk
premium theory, the dissertation explores the determinants of variation of risk
premium in government bonds listed in Shanghai Stock Exchange. At the end of
each month, all of the sample bonds are grouped into three portfolios, which
include short term, medium term and long term bonds respectively, and average
risk premiums of each portfolio are then calculated. With the application of

econometric techniques, such as regression model, principal components
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analysis, and Kalman filters, the dissertation investigates the statistical
properties and driving factors of the time-varying monthly risk premium. The
author finds that: first, the average monthly risk premium of both medium-term
and long term bonds in our sample are positive, and the risk premium series
show clearly evidence of being normally distributed and first-order auto-

“

correlated. Second, the yield spread, or the “slope” factors and “curvature”
factors describing the movement of yield curve, have important forecasting power
for future risk premium of government bonds. While the risk premium formula
derived from stochastic interest model fail to explain the variation of realized
monthly excess return in government bonds listed in Shanghai stock exchange.
Third, there has no significantly empirical linkages between monthly series of
bond risk premium and macroeconomic fundamentals, such as real output,
inflation rate, money supply and the interest rate of short-term bill issued by
central bank.

On the base of above results, the author dynamically divides the whole
sample period into estimation period and test period. By the means of rolling
regressions, the author finds that the regression models using the slope factors
and curvature factors as predictor variables show stable out-of-sample forecast’ s
predictive ability for the bond risk premium. From the above analysis, the
dissertation exploits the risk premium predictability of medium-term bonds by
using dynamic investment strategy, and compares its performance with several
simple benchmarks, such as static bond-holding strategy, buying and holding an
index, and the performance of bond investment funds. The author also discusses
the implementation of the risk premium forecasting model in arbitrage trading
between the government bond cash markets and repo markets.

Our paper extends the finding of previous research by covering more
updated data, fully theoretical summarization and empirical investigation. It is
worth to note that, because of the less developed Chinese bond markets and
rather short sample period, the conclusion of the dissertation still need to be
verified during the future development of bond markets. One might also enhance
the study by using more sophisticated econometric techniques, or a broader set

of predictors to describe the institutional arrangements. The contribution of this
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dissertation is to provide the theory foundation and empirical framework for

future research.

Keywords: treasury bond; risk premium; term structure; bond investment
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