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Other countries, other cultures

This unit introduces and develops the theme of different countries and their cultures. In
Welcome to the unit, students are presented with four pictures, each of which represents a
different country. Students are expected to have a discussion about the symbols of other
countries as well as China, and how different things come to be seen as the symbols of
different countries. The Reading text is a brochure about the country of Canada, in which its
geography, history, culture and its four major cities are introduced. Word power focuses on
words used to describe a country. In Grammar and usage, students will review the use of
subordinate clauses. Following is the Task section, which asks students to plan an itinerary.
Students will have the opportunity to practise their listening, speaking, reading and writing
skills. They will also learn how to infer information when listening, how to ask for repetition
of information and how to write an itinerary. In Project, students will first read a magazine
article about one aspect of Australian culture and then prepare for a presentation about a
particular feature of Chinese culture.

This unit provides students with the opportunity to gain some insight into the cultures of
other countries. The Reading strategy teaches students how to sort information into sections
when they are reading a text that provides information on a variety of subjects. This unit
also enables students to listen  Guide to pages

to a conversation for details,

ask a travel agent for more Sections of the unit Student’s Book | Teacher’s Book
information and write an

itinerary for a trip to New Welcome to the unit page 1 pages 3-5
York. Integrated skills which

relate to the topic are practised | Reading pages 2-5 pages 6-10
and reinforced. Students are

expected to fully participate so | Word power pages 6-7 pages 10-11
as to further develop both

their language skills and their | Grammar and usage pages 8-9 pages 12-13
overall ability. Students are

expected to apply what they Task pages 10—-13 pages 14-20
have learnt to practical use by

preparing a presentation on Project pages 14-15 pages 20—-22
one distinctive aspect of

Chinese culture. Self-assessment page 16 page 22

10
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Topic

Other countries, other cultures

Functions

1 Describing the geography of Canada

On the eastern and western boundaries, the country borders the two great
oceans—the Atlantic and the Pacific.

Toronto, the largest city in Canada, is often said to be the most multicultural
city in the world.

2 Describing the history of Canada
Quebec, which was originally colonized by France, was lost to the British in
1763, but the population of Quebec is still over 70 per cent French.
Canada has a very interesting history. In 1896, gold was discovered in the
Klondike area north of Alaska.

Vocabulary

maple, minus, centigrade, defend, waste, mountain range, countless,
seemingly, freezing, ice-covered, abundant, snowmobile, hunter,
multicultural, ancestor, locate, mix, alley, concrete, skyscraper, upwards,
nightlife, cuisine, pitch, semicircle, awesome, sheet, approximately,
settlement, pancake, enthusiast, permanent, frost, recreation, immigration,
vertical, platform, bounce, compromise, bound, flexible, unexpected, acute,
observer, preference, monument, conservative, sidewalk, liberty, security,
occupy, jungle, paperwork, register, ambiguous, absolute, compulsory,
canteen, pub, pint, barbecue, devotion, content, armchair, unfit, climate,
seaside, equip, dusk, after-school, export, religiously, patience, criterion,
grasp, scholar, participant, cycling, percentage, competitor, relatively,
impressive

be located in, for short, be home to, cater to, owing to, aside from, be bound
to, fill out, be equipped with, be worthy of, as far as...is/are concerned,
in total

Grammar

Overview of subordinate clauses

Because the population of Quebec is still over 70 per cent French, Montreal has a
wonderful mix of Old World and New World architecture and culture.

Montreal has a colourful nightlife to ensure (that) no visitor is ever bored.

Skills and
strategies

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

1 read a travel brochure about Canada and a magazine article about an
aspect of Australian culture

listen to a conversation about travel plans

talk about issues related to travel and phone up a travel agent
plan and write a travel itinerary

make a flip chart about an aspect of Chinese culture

DO w N

Culture

—t

Information about Canada
The symbols of different countries
3 Australia and sports

[\S]




Welcome to the unit

Different countries have developed their
different cultures over time. Learning about
other countries and their cultures is a
particularly enriching experience. In this
section, students will look at four different
pictures, of either a landscape or people,
each of which represents a country. They
will discuss the symbols of other countries
as well as China and how different things
come to be seen as the symbols of different
countries. Students are expected to fully
participate in the discussion and all the
other activities so that they can practise
their spoken English.

'Brainstorming

1 The topic of this unit relates to the
cultures of different countries. Students
who are not familiar with or are not
interested in this topic may need some
encouragement. Before class, encourage

students to do some research on the unit

topic and prepare a presentation. You
may ask students to focus their research
on English-speaking countries, i.e.,
Canada, the UK, Ireland, Australia, New
Zealand and the USA. You may organize
students into small groups of four and
assign each group a different country.
Remind weaker students that they can
choose either one or some of the
following subjects to research:
e geography (area, climate, animals,
plants, cities, etc.)

e history

e society (population, language,
government, education, etc.)

e culture (lifestyle, customs, arts, etc.)

Arouse students’ interest by showing

them the following pictures:

® a picture of a kangaroo (Australia)

e a picture of the Eiffel Tower (France)

* a picture of a tulip (the Netherlands)

e a picture of William Shakespeare (the
UK)

® a picture of a woman wearing a
kimono (Japan)

Then ask students the following

questions:

If each picture represents one country in the

world, which countries do you think of?

Why do you think that the images in these

pictures represent those countries?

Have you ever been to one of those

countries? If you have, what has impressed

you most?

What kind of images do we usually use to

symbolize a country? (An animal, a

building, a flower, a great person, a

costume, etc.)

Encourage students to express their ideas

freely.

Organize a class presentation and ask
each group to report their research,
which they will have done before the
class, to their classmates. This activity
helps students get prepared for this unit.
Praise students for any parts they do
well in.
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Sharing information

1

Organize students into groups of four.
Have students read the instructions and
study the four pictures one by one. Ask
questions about the four pictures and
provide them with useful information.
Here are some sample questions:

Picture 1

Who are the people in the picture? (They
are Mounties, or the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. They are also known as
the RCMP.)

What do you know about them? (The
RCMP was originally called North-West
Mounted Police, which was formed in
1873. In 1920, it was renamed the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. In the past,
horses were used as a means of transport
by the police in Canada. Now, various
modern facilities are used instead. The
official motto of the force is ‘Uphold the
right’.)

Why do you think the Mounties represent
Canada? (The Mountie is one of the
most recognizable Canadian symbols as
it was always featured in Hollywood
movies, especially between the 1920s
and the 1940s.)

What other things can you think of to
represent Canada? (Maple trees, Niagara
Falls, the CN Tower, etc.)

Picture 2

What is the man in the picture? (The man
is a beefeater, or the Yeomen Warder of

Her Majesty’s Royal Palace and Fortress

the Tower of London.)

What do beefeaters do? (In the past, the
beefeaters looked after the prisoners in
the London Tower and guarded the
British crown jewels. Now, they no
longer safeguard the Queen’s jewels.

Instead, they are ceremonial guardians
who also act as tour guides. To most of
the tourists, they are tourist attractions
in their own right.)

What do you know about beefeaters? (It is
said that the word ‘beefeater’ came from
French ‘buffetier’, which refers to the
guard protecting the king’s food in the
palace of French kings.)

Why do you think a beefeater represenst the
UK? (Beefeaters have a long history.

In 1485, King Henry VII set up the first
beefeaters as his bodyguards. Beefeaters
are also famous for their uniforms. One
is the red and gold ceremonial uniform,
which dates back to 1552 and can still
be seen on important occasions. The
other one is the blue dress uniform,
which is more commonly worn. This
uniform dates back to 1858.)

What other things can you think of to
represent the UK? (Big Ben, Stonehenge,
Sherlock Holmes, etc.)

Picture 3

What can you see in the picture? (An
opera house—the Sydney Opera House.)

What does this opera house look like? (It
looks like a group of seashells.)

Where is it? Which country does it stand
for? (It is in Sydney. It stands for
Australia.)

Why has this opera house become a symbol
of Australia? (The Sydney Opera House
represents both achievements in
modern architecture and performance.
This magnificent building was
constructed between 1957 and 1973,
and its concrete shell roof is very
distinctive. Since its official opening, the
Sydney Opera House has attracted
famous performers from all around the
world.)



