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The successful opening of the 14th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, and the estab-
lishment of the socialist market economy system marked the national economy has entered into a new
development stage. Under the guidance of Comrade Deng Xiaoping's theory on building socialism with
Chinese characteristics and the ideas he expounded during the tour of South China, Chinese people is moving
toward the new century with vigorous strides.

Statistics is a powerful weapon to understand the society. The statistical information is the principle part
of the social economic information, which occupied an important position in the socialism market informa-
tion. Since China wants to move toward the world and let the rest of the world understand China, the statisti-
cal information is inevitably to face to the world. In order to explore the external and internal markets of sta-
tistical information, Iet the statistical information advance towards the world and strengthen the international
economic and technological exchange, for the first time the 71979—1991 China Foreign Economic Statistics”
is published, this will add a significant work to the field of publishing statistical books and magazines, which
deserves congratulation!

Since the reform and opening to the outside world, China’s foreign economic trade and international
tourism are unprecedented brisk and achieved significant results, their role in the national economy is be-
coming more and more important. The ”1979—1991 China Foreign Economic Statistics” takes the balance of
payments as the main part, includes foreign trade, utilization of foreign capital, international economic and
technological cooperation and the international tourism. It uses the full and accurate data and scientific ana-
lysis to illustrate the great changes and significant results made in the field of foreign économic trade in vari-
ous regions and departments after 13 years of reform and opening to the outside world and offer to overseas
and domestic readers. It not only provides the basis for the formulation of foreign economic policy and the
implementation of macro—economic scientific policy making and control, it isé also a comprehensive, system-
atic and authoritative reference book for the theoretical circles and educational circles who are engaged in
studying and teaching of the foreign economy, it is also of great benefit for the.production managers to grasp
ihe foreign economic laws, keep abreast of the prices on the international markets and settle the pattern of
production management. It is convinced that the compiling and publishing of this book will play its proper
role in accelerating the reform and opening to the outside world.

The compiling and publishing of the ”1979—1991 China Foreign Economic Statistics” is the fruit of the
hard work of the masses of the statistical workers. We hope that the statistical workers of the whole nation
further emancipating minds, adapting to the new situation of reform and opening to the outside world, fur-
ther exploiting and making good use of the statistical information and giving full play of the statistical func-
tions of information, consultation and supervision.

With the rapid development of deépening of reform and all-dimension expanding to the outside world,
China foreign economic contacts will come into the new phase of vigorous development, and will occupy a
more decisive position in the national economy. It goes without saying that the demand for the foreign eco-
nomic statistical information by state and various fields from the society will increase steadily, and the statis-
tical workers shoulder heavy and great responsibilities. Wish there will be more and better foreign economic
statistical “products” supplied to the society, and offer excellent service to the development of socialist market
system and the construction of socialism with Chinese characteristics.
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PREFACE

1. “1979—1991 China Foreign Economic Sta-
tistics” is an informative book reflecting the foreign
economic trade and international tourism develop-
ment of the People’s Republic of China since the re-
form and opening to. the outside world. The book
contains national and provincial data in foreign
economic field during 1979—1991.

2. The major soufces of data are the regular
statistical reporting forms provided by sectors such
as the Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations and
Trade, the General Administration of Customs, the
State Administration of Exchange Control, the
Ministry of Public Security, the General Admini-
stration of Travel and Tourism, the General Bureau
of Industrial Commercial Administration and the
local statistical bureaus. The data in this book are
recorded by the Department of Trade and Materi-
als Supplies Statistics under the State Statistical Bu-
reau. Since the functions of mentioned sectors are
different,the requirement. -the scope. the calcula-
ting specification and the method of statistics are
not the same, some of the figures may not be in
conformity, reader who wants to use the data,
please consult the explanatory note.

3. Data are presented in 5 sections. These sec-
tions are 1)Balance of Payments, 2)Foreign Trade,
3)Foreign Capital, 4)International Cooperation,
5)International Tourism. There are some illustra-
tions at the beginning of each section. In addition,
an Appendix section, which gives brief descriptions
of concepts and definitions of data, their scope and
coverage, methods of data collection and calcula-
tion, is attached to this book.

4. All national figures exclude those of Taiwan

province, Hong Kong and Macao.
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