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About the RAIA National Awards

The RAIA National Architecture Awards have been held annually since 1981. These Awards
are the most prestigious in the design and construction industry, and have had a significant
influence on trends in architectural design. The RAIA is pleased to have COLORBOND® steel

as the principal sponsor of its National Architecture Awards.

Entries close after a three to four month period, at which time the judging process in each
state/territory begins. Selected buildings are visited by local jury members in accordance with
the award's conditions of entry. Selected projects of excellence then become the State finalists

and/or award recipients.

In early July, all winning entries are forwarded to the National Office and the recipients of
Chapter Awards come under the close scrutiny of the national jury. The national jury consists

of four members-three prominent architects and one non-architect of national prominence.
In judging the projects, the overall quality of the work is considered. Issues include:

« how well the project meets its original intentions
= the client's satisfaction with the project
« environmental performance and use of energy

e contribution to the advancement of architecture.

The jury imposes strict criteria for each of the nine national categories and applies these in
the preliminary judging process and when it visits the short-listed projects across Australia. The
cycle culminates in a celebratory awards' dinner, either held in conjunction with the Institute's

major conference early in the year or separately later in the year.

The nine national Award categories include: Sir Zelman CowenWalter Award for Public
Buildings, Burley Griffin Award for Urban Design, National Award for Public Buildings,
National Award for Commercial Buildings, Robin Boyd Award for Residential Buildings,
National Interior Award, Lachlan Macquarie Award for Heritage, National EED & ESD Award,
National Colorbond Award for Use of Steel.
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Melbourne Exhibition Centre
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The Melbourne Exhibition Centre will be a multipurpose facility with the capacity to attract important local, regional and international exhibitions, trade shows,
fairs and presentations. It will be Australia’s largest exhibition centre, providing world class facilities for exhibitors and patrons. Flexibility within the exhibition spaces
will be complimented by amenities and services to maximize ease of operation and user comfort.

Located on the western edge of Melbourne Central Activities District, the building is just beyond the CBD grid and over the river competing for attention with
the bulky masses of the neighbouring casino and convention center. In this context, it must shout to advertise its presence. This is does with a visual exclamation mark:
a blade cantilevered almost to the river’s edge. The canopy blade signals entry and announces the presence of the Melbourne Exhibition Centre with the maximum
degree of impact.

The Centre strengthens the built form and open space along the river edge with the continuation of the Southbank Promenade. It is a vast flexible column-free
shed. It provides an exhibition area of approximately 30,000m? and 84 metres wide, incorporating a system of sub-division that provides flexibility in the size and
number of halls, varying from 3,000 to 30,000m’. Along the 450-metre edge facing the river is a public concourse that acts as feeder to the various halls and a gathering
space for people milling around. The considerable length of this ‘civic’ verandah® is punctuated by a series of zones signaled by boldly coloured blades that locate
the different hall entries. The sloping glazed wall is dematerialized by three rows of raking sticks that blur the edge of the building and are seen to secure the curving
roof plane.

Ancillary facilities, including entrances, catering, toilets and hospitality areas, will service the variable hall configurations. Redevelopment of the existing

concrete shell structure on the Clarendon Street frontage of the site will provide entry foyers, meeting rooms, theatrette, administration, kitchen and plant areas.
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South-west Elevation
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Concounse Section
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Civic verandah outside the Concourse View Across Yarra River
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Detail in the Concourse
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Uluru—Kata Tjuta Cultural Centre
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