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FOREWORD TO THE
SECOND EDITION

High quality postgraduate education is of central importance to the
creation of the ever more highly skilled workforce that is necessary
if business and industry is to flourish in an increasingly complex
and competitive world. It also brings great benefit to individuals
and, through them, to society as a whole. And over the past decade
we have witnessed some really quite dramatic and challenging
changes in the shape, nature and volume of education at this level;
changes that not only support our immediate needs for the workforce
and knowledge-based economy but also reflect today’s remarkable
and rapidly advancing technology. Of course, such changes don’t
come for free and | am only too well aware of the various pressures
to which postgraduate education is subject, pressures that in turn
impact upon staff and students alike. It is against this backdrop that
I truly welcome Pat Cryer’'s comprehensive study guide for research
students. The first edition was immensely successful, as is so evident
from the world wide sales, the number of printings, a translation
into Chinese, an Indian reprint, being recommended reading for
many postgraduate programmes, and most notably being adopted
as an Open University set book. Pat’s second edition is a complete
rewrite and has much wider remit, not only addressing the plethora
of different types, modes and levels of postgraduate study - an issue
I'm only too well aware of from the 1996 Review of Postgraduate
Education that I chaired - but also the now omni-present use of IT.
I'm convinced that this new edition will be even more successful
than the first, successful with both postgraduate students and their
supervisors. If only this book had been available when I was a re-
search student.

Professor Sir Martin Harris

Chair of the National Review of Postgraduate Education
Vice-Chancellor, The University of Manchester

February 2000



PREFACE TO THE
SECOND EDITION

When the first edition of this book went to press, I didn’t even have
an email address. Since that time, less than five years ago, the use of
information technology (IT) has grown at a rate that few of us could
ever have imagined. It is now a mainstay of countless aspects of
many walks of life, and research students have not escaped its
impact. This is one reason why I felt it crucial to update this book -~
to help research students to capitalize on the growth of IT.

There are other reasons for a second edition. All are set against
the background that the first edition proved more successful than |
had ever anticipated. Letters of appreciation from students were
touching, the reviews were pleasing, so were the sales. The book
became set or recommended reading for a number of postgraduate
programmes both in the United Kingdom and eisewhere, and a set
book for an Open University masters programme in the United
Kingdom. I had designed the first edition mainly with PhD students
in mind, but it was clearly being found useful by students under-
taking research at other levels. To meet this use, this second edition®
has a wider remit. Throughout, it addresses students on any post-
graduate programime with a research component, anywhere where
the language of instruction is English. Many such students are mature,
in employment and studying part-time, and this second edition
addresses their concerns much more than did the first edition.

There are two new chapters in this edition. One (Chapter 2) stems
from the 1996 Review of Postgraduate Education (HEFCE 1996) which
noted, inter alia, the profusion of options for postgraduate study and
research. This new chapter offers guidance to help aspiring post-
graduates decide on what seems best for them. The other new chapter
{Chapter 15) responds to a number of high-profile calls (e.g. HEFCE
1996; National Committee of Inquiry into Higher Education 1997)in
connection with key skills and employment issues for postgraduates.



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

A feature of this edition is that, apart from the two new chapters,
all the updates have been integrated into the existing chapters. That
seemed entirely right, as they need to be regarded as integral aspects
of students’ research programmes, not as separate entities. In con-
sequence, this second edition is a complete revision of the entire
book, which it supersedes.

I am grateful to the following colleagues for checking over various
parts of the book: Dr Derek Bell of Bishop Grosseteste College, Lin-
coln; Professor Paul Cammack of the University of Manchester; Jamie
Darwen of Warwick University’s Student Union and the National
Postgraduate Committee; Dr Pam Denicolo of the University of
Reading; Professor Lewis Elton of University College London; Ann
Tothill of the National Research Foundation of South Africa; and
Mark Wainman of Sheffield Hailam University. I am also grateful to
the following colleagues for advice on specific issues: Professor Paul
Bridges of the University of Derby; Dr Janet Carton of the Dublin
Institute of Technology; Dr Will Coppola of University College
London; Professor Martin Swales of University College London;
Nikolaos Tsarmpopoulos of the University of Manchester Institute
of Science and Technology; and Professor Steve Wratten of Lincoln
University, New Zealand. Errors are of course my own responsibility.

I enjoyed researching and writing this second edition, and I hope
that it proves useful. '

Pat Cryer
Research and Graduate Support Unit, University of Manchester
June 2000
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