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Preface

The Book - In search of the Modern Chinese Landscape -,
First Edition was published five years ago, it has basically
reflected the results of the works of L & A in the previous
five years. China's landscape industry in the past five
years has been developed rapidly. Looking back, L & A’
s design technique and design works seemed rather raw
and immature. However, it has been said that this book
was influential among university students with many use
it as text books. At the time, it was difficult to find fine
hand drawings of a design office and it became a good
reference for the young and aspiring designers.

The second edition of the Book will be published at the
time when the office celebrates its 10th Anniversary. This
book is not only just a collection of some of the best works
of L & A over the past five years, but also a record of L

& A’ s strenuous effort to search for a solution in a fast-
paced urbanization process.

L & A believes that the landscape planning and design

is a multi-disciplinary discipline that integrates functional,
economic, ecological, human, cultural, artistic and
engineering considerations. The problems associated

with urban density, social imparity and urban isolation,
placelessness, lack of happiness, deteriorated environment
and global warming issues, the loss of open space etc, has
created the need of a more holistic approach to urban
issues and present new challenge and opportunities for
landscape designers.

The collective works here recorded the concerted effort
we have embarked ten years ago.

The book has covered a rich variety of projects, from a
city' s ecological strategy, green infrastructure system, to
the city park” s ecological restoration, the coastal Park”™ s
seawall design, to the wetland parks; from large complex
urban community to exquisite Chinese contemporary
gardens, from industry park to children playground; from
green architectures to public art and signage designs.

The projects go from the very south in Hong Kong to the
most north in Xinjiaing Karamay, covering a land with vast
difference in weather, ecological, and cultural conditions.

L & A's Background and its Culture

L & A was established by Mr. Baozhang Li (Bo) in Hong
Kong in 2009, and Ms. Clara Li came on aboard in 2002
as the firm” s managing director. Bo graduated from
Architecture of Tsinghua University, and Ms. Li graduated
from the Economics Department of Beijing University - two
of the most distinguished schools in China.

This unique combination determines the genetic make-
ups of L & A. Tsinghua University has a motto that says:

“Pursuit of Excellence and Commitment to Serve” .
Beijing University, as the most liberal school and the origin
of all democratic movement in the last century, has a
tradition and spirits that says “Independent and Open
Mind, Free and Critical Thinking.” . These traditions have
greatly influenced the two partners and they have, with
long term collaboration, integrated the two and formed a
unique culture of L & A.

At L & A, we consider ourselves “idedlistic practitioners™ .
We would like the combine a search of beauty and
independent thinking with a high sense of responsibility to
the society and environment. We are not pure artists, we
have to solve problems and serve the society.

The two partners, born and grew up in China, had
nearly ten-years of experience studying and working

in Canada. Clara, prior to joining L & A, worked at
PricewaterhouseCoppers in Canada for three years in
financial and management consulting. When we started
the office, we would like to build it as the best managed
design office in China. It has been a difficult journey.

We tried to incorporate the international standard and
the western professional practice. We modified them
constantly to suit China™ s reality. There was and has
been lack of well trained graduates and professionails,

poor education and training in the discipline, no industry
standard and association, and a volatile labor market.
Most of the bosses of China’ s design office would tell
you the same story that managing people in China is a
lot more difficult than managing projects and clients itself.
It requires a lot of energy, patience, perseverance and,
creativity. However it is a must for a successful design
office.

The English name L & A Urban Planning and Landscape
Design Ltd - L represents Landscape and A represents art.
The Chinese name E#, with the first character "E°
meaning profoundness and cultural pursuit, and the
second character “jf° means beauty, art and a high
taste. L & A believes that landscape is a form of art and it
is also a platform to promote public art in urban settings.
We have started this intention ten years ago but we have
not done enough. We would like every piece of our work
a work of art and full of artistic and spiritual values. This is
our pursuit in the next ten years.

Our Dreams and Opportunities

Our goal is to make L & A a long lasting name with
international influence. As China rise in the international
arena, so will be a few firms in every industry. L & A would
like to be one of them in the urban design and landscape
field.

We have our own chances and opportunities. China is
going through unprecedented urbanization process.

The challenge to balance the development and
environmental protection is extremely high. China”™ s
government just pledged to cut the amount of carbon
dioxide produced for each yuan of national income 40-45
percent by 2020, compared to 2005 levels. ~A strenuous
task” it said, “but we are determined to doso.” How
to house such high density population in the city and give
them a sense of place and well being, how to maintain
nature when land is used up by housing and industry



parks, and how to create wetland and keep the water
clean when the factories keep pouring pollutants into
the rivers, how to maintain our culture and tradition when
globalization is accelerating and become part of our
daily life. Those are the issues and challenges with global
meanings.

We are trying to find a system, that under this system, we
do not lose the originality and the communication of a
small design studio, but also have a platform that provides
synergies. Because of our strong management, we are
able to build a platform that is more important than any
individual. It is a platform that not only can provide our
customers with consistent quality assurance and service,
but also to provide our staff with systematic training and
a wealth of professional opportunities. The platform goes
beyond the power of any individual; it can achieve a
higher value for every one.

It has been very satisfying that after ten years of efforts,
more and more professionals identify with these values,
joined and stayed with us. Although we are the founders
of L & A, but we would like to make it a long lasting and
sustainable name that will go on even when we are not
here.

In our first Book - In Search of Contemporary Chinese
Landscape - a Holistic Approach, we proposed the

idea that landscape should start from the planning and
analysis of the land. Can only a holistic approach which
incorporate function, economics, culture, aesthetics, and
ecology will result in a healthy and beautiful landscape.
Too often landscape is regarded as a tool to fill the void
left by crowded architectures and problematic planning.
Too common it is used as @ mechanism to help raise the
property prices due to its beautifying nature. The role of
landscape is often passive, restricted and helpless.

We feel more strongly when we publish the second
edition, as the situation is getting worse. The segmented

In Search of the Modern Chinese Landscape, Book Il
and L & A's the 10 Year Anniversary

practice is preventing the practitioners from looking at the
urban issues as a whole. Architects only seem to concern
their unit layout and planning concerns no form and
beauty. Landscape designers should not be excluded
from the planning process and seeks to play a larger role
in the design of environment at the scale of districts, cities
and provinces.

At L & A, we often say that we do not just design
landscape, we design cifies and communities. In
balancing the relationship between human and
environment, we make the world a better place.

How to Become a Successful Landscape Designer:

We would like to be a design office that not only produces
beautiful drawings but also excels in our thinking,
independent and critical thinking. A design is a great
design not because of the high skills of the designer but
the thinking and idea behind it.

As a group, we want to have our own critical thinking
and mind, to have our own observations of the society.
We would like our thinking to be bolder, freer and goes
beyond, thus keeping our design at the forefront of the
industry.

A good designer should be an intellectual. He/she is
concerned with the problems of cities and people” s
living conditions. A good landscape architect should have
a big heart. A compassionate person, he is passionate
about the welfare of citizens, such as the right of public
space including streets, the right of pedestrians, children
and elders. He/she is also sensitive and dedicated to
social issues such as fairness and equality. He/she does not
hesitate to advocate the rights of ordinary people, and
protect the endangered cultural traditions and heritage.

If you do not have this kind of crazy enthusiasm, you can
not become a good landscape architect.

The following is an excerpt named “The Basic Quality of
a Successful Landscape Architect” s° from a chapter
called “What it Takes to be a Successful Landscape
Architect” . They are:

Business sense;

Curiosity and lifelong learning;

Design and aesthetic sense;

Team player, collaborator, and negotiator;

Stewardship of environment and understanding of natural
resources;

Commitment to people and communication skills;
Perseverance, persistence and patience;
Integrity;

Passion, dedication and conviction;

Balance;

Ability to synthesize information and/or be a big-picture
thinker.

(from <Becoming a Landscape Architect - A Guide to
Careers in Design. By Kelleann Foster, RLA, ASLA>)

Interestingly, this long list does not mention a word of the
basic knowledge and drawing skills of the profession. Our
guess is that these are not unimportant, but with only these
“successful”

will not make you a designer.

Among these elements, characters play a key role which
makes one rise from mediocrity to prominence. It" s not
only true to an individual, but also to a Company.

End
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L&A Urban Planning and Landscape Design (Canada) Lid.

L&A Urban Planning and Landscape Design Ltd. is one of the leading
landscape planning and design firms in China. The Firm was established in
Hong Kong in 1999 by Mr. Bo Li, a Canadian registered landscape architect.
L&A moved to Shenzhen in the next year. Now its Shenzhen office, together its
Shanghai branch, serves its clients all over China. The Firm has a wide range of
projects ranging from new town planning, urban design, large-scale mix use
development, large scale and high-end residential design, commercial plaza
and shopping malls, industrial parks, as well as recreation and leisure. The firm's
graphic design team is responsible not only for the industry popular landscape
design magazine "The Terrace", but also provides landscape signage design
on an independent basis. The Firm has accomplished hundreds of reputable
landscape and urban design projects in China with many won national

and international awards. It has constantly been ranked among the top ten

landscape planning and design firms in China.

Since its establishment, L&A has made an effort to seek an ecological and
sustainable design solution for every project. The cultural and educational
background of its leadership team has also put a strong emphasis on art and
culture, giving many of the projects a distinct artistic flavor and presentation.
L&A takes pride in its dynamic international design team, with over 100
professionals from all over the world, as well as experienced local registered
architects, landscape architects, planners and project managers. The Firm
welcomes experienced landscape designers and planners from overseas to
join our diversified team. Internships and secondments from three months to

one year are also available.
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Shenzhen Baoan Seacoast Plaza
and Leisure Park
 |iensEr B5RRKRARE

%= BRI ERR LR AR BEESEAAE Client: Shenzhen Baoan District Planning and Construction

RN HHBERD B Management Office/ Shenzhen Planning Bureau Baoan Branch
TE M. SHERT MTFITR Size: Plot area 79.44 ha
FAMR. THREARIIMERX Location: Banan District, Shenzhen City, Guangdong Province

GitRflE. 20074 E S
Ll e Time: 2007 fil now

FLRAOKARKIHED, BLUINBEKNERES, SRYIE Baoan central district is facing the sea gate of Pearl River,
—HRETOX, BIERTERAESZREET, U THEER dominating four kilometers seacoast. Taking the "green wave"
HIEA . MASAEAMNIESETE, BEAVKRETFEANT as design philosophy, the design releases a speech between
E—AEEARE, EEEREARBRAEMARE, RITUREAE human and the sea, launching a space for people to

R AN ABHICZES@A, BEEEANERTENTTER interact with the ocean. The design aims to recall the
BEAMY A AR STARM BTG . HTBEREA. KHA memory of the sea with creative approaches, providing a
(B EICENAER . IR HEE—EEHRRESTIXESR place where natural habitat merges with the modern texture.
WRFRRMRE, FTE— N TULRELEFNRES, 5B The design maximizes the land value of the project, mixing
G ERA AR, BASIRERT R EN AR REME the ecology and economic in the best way.

BIELWBE AR, BARIMTHBEVIE, RAEM— 1T L&A won the international design competition.
GEBRMTSHIRRAR,

BIERE TR ERERE A,
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