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Chen Guizhi

Born in Yilan county, Heilongjiang province in 1939. Graduated from the attached high school of
Luxun Academy of Fine Arts in 1959, Finished her degree in dyeing and weaving in the industrial arts
department of Luxun Academy of Fine Arts in 1962. She is now a professor of Luxun Academy of
Fine Arts, member of the Chinese Artists Association and Chinese Institute of Watercolors.

1993 "Chen Guizhi's Watercolors Exhibition" at the exhibition hall of Central Academy of Fine Arts.
1994 "Chen Guizhi's Watercolors Exhibition" at the Haozhen Gallery, Singapore.

1996 Exhibition at Lincoln Center, New York.

1998 "Chen Guizhi's Watercolors Exhibition" at Luxun Academy of Fine Arts.

2001 7 watercolor works published in Art,and another 8 selected in Chinese Watercolors Volume 1.
2005 3 watercolor works collected by the National Art Museum of China.

2008 Exhibition at Liache Art Museum, Panjin.

2008 Exhibition at the exhibition hall of Luxun Academy of Fine Arts.
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THE ESSENCE OF SPIRIT: CHEN GUIZHI’ S WORLD OF

TSAO HSINGYUAN ZHU NAIZHENG

This hard—won album of paintings does not only manifest Miss
Chen' s long and consistent efforts in watercolor painting but also
witnesses the friendship and family ties among the artists. The idea
of this album originally came from “The Oil and Watercolor Paintings
by Song Huimin, Chen Guizhi and Song Bing—an” an exhibition
held in Panjin, Liaoning Province May 2008. The art show posed its
own answer to a problem in the history of art—how does the talent
of females often come to be ignored, denied and even smothered in
a society of masculine authority. This guestion has been an important
focus in the study of Western art history in the last two decades.
In the art world dominated by men, women artists could avoid being
confined in houseworks and at the same time gain support and attension
from their husbands. Such rich domestic tint and the harmonious line
of cultural heritage beyond the natural and ethical bonds tell the mutual
and distinct secrets of success of a family of artists. Those who are
familiar with the modern gender theories should be impressed by what
Song Huimin has done for other female family members when exposed
to this family art show,

As early as in 1993, through the effort of Song Huimin, Chen
Guizhi already had her one—person exhibition in the Central Academy of
Fine Arts and Zhu Naizheng® s essay about her exhibition was published
on Art Studies. Among the two sensitive and telented men, no matter
how low—keyed Chen Guizhi wants to be, her artistic talent can no
longer be hidden. Zhu Naizheng' s essay shows his profound friendship
with Song and Chen that is based on their common experience in art
and in life. In 2008, Cao Xingyuan and Zhu Naizheng flew from Canada
back to see the “The Oil and Watercolor Paintings by Song Huimin,
Chen Guizhi and Song Bing—an” in Panjin and witnessed their sincere
and long—lasting friendship. Zhu Naizheng' s remarks on Chen’ s works
are appropriate and elegant. This articale is going to paragraph those
remarks written in the 90s and explain and expand them through the
perspectives of art history and theories.

Looking back at the world's history of arts, the numerous
masterpieces in the past centuries recorded the artists' fascination and
interpretations of the nature's creation in different periods of time. At
the same time, it has exposed a paradoxical phenomenon in the human
nature, On one hand, men have been determined to conquer and change
the nature for the creation of a material world. When we entered the
era of modern civilization, the high technologies have brought a change
bigger and faster than ever before. One the other hand, the mankind
has a deep love and care of the nature, and never forgets their spiritual
purification and pursuit of a natural beauty. In the sensitive eyes of an
artist, each flower and leaf reveals the rhythm and myth of life, which
can be recreated as the eternal images of life by his painting brush.

Since the beginning of the 20th century, the traditional flower—
and—bird painting has entered its period of impasse in history. The
flower painting, once an important genre in the Chinese history of
arts, has now become an insignificant field. It has lost not only its
historical symbolic meanings in ceremonies and sacrifices, but also its
traditional symbolic functions in society and culture. As far back as in
a Tang book called The Mastepieces of the Past Dynasties by Zhang

Yanyuan, we can find such notes saying that in the Eastern Jin Dynasty
and Song of the Southern Dynasties (ranging from 220 A.D. to 589
A D.) the flower—and—bird painting on silk had already become an
independent genre. The flower painting in the Tang Dynasty reached its
mature form, represented by the bright and colorful Bian Luan (active
in the late 8th century and early 9th century) and the monochrome Yin
Zhongrong (active in the 7th century). In the Five Dynasties appeared
the famous Xu and Huang styles. In the Song Dynasty, the genre of
flower painting was represented by “the painting of four gentlemen”
(plum, orchid, bamboo and chrysanthemum) which can be seen as
a personification of four human virtues of loftiness, nobility, open
mind and loyalty. Because the literati thoughts were embodied in the
images of flowers, the genre were also given new social meanings and
values. Moreover, the artists like Wen Tong and Su Shi applied the
techniques of calligraphy in their painting of flowers, grass and woods.
The calligraphy brushwork did not only boost up the “morale” of the
literati, but also extend the implications of literati values. From Xu
Wei (1521—1593) of the Ming Dynasty to Shi Tao (1641—1718) of
the early Qing Dynasty. then from the “Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou®
to Wu Changshuo (1844—1927) and Qi Baishi (1864—1857) of the
early 20th century, and lastly through Lin Fengmian's combination of
the Chinese traditional values and the Western aesthetics, the over two
thousand year history of flower painting has now entered its modern
era. The 20th century China asked for an intervention of art in life
and the flower paintings fell to an insignificant genre of decoration and
design. However, the profound cultural meanings of flower painting in
the Chinese civilization determines its strong and endless vitality.

The Xuanhe Shupu of Northern Song Dynasty also put the flower
painting on the top of the cultural hierarchy in its section on flower—
and—bird . It suggests to give the paintings of flowers, birds and insects
an equal status of poem and music, “The six qualities of poem are
derived from the poets' observation and feeling of the birds, beasts,
flowers and plants and their death and growth, expression and silence
in different seasons. So the greatness of paintings lies in their rich
implied meanings, just like the that of the poems” . Xu Beihong of the
20th century who on one hand cried loudly for a reform in painting and
attacked bitterly the problems of the Chinese traditional painting, and
other other hand in the debate about the role played by the traditional
culture in our modern society in the early 50th, he spoke highly of
the tradition of flower—and—bird painting. “The Chinese paintings are
believed to be naturalistic, but the flower—and—bird paintings have kept
the spirit of realism. This is why almost half of the Northern Song
flower—and—bird paintings are works of quality” (see A Letter for Mr,
Yang Zhumin, 1st March 1851, New Construction, volume 3, no.6)

The 20th century was not the century for the flower—and—bird
painting. Chen Guizhi was alone in her decades of studying and painting
of flowers. She did not adopt the traditional brushwork in her paintings
but combined the visual theories of Western watercolors with the artistic
conceptions of Chinese brush paintings in her long exploration of different
languages of expression. Chen has found herself a new world of art.
The eternal images of life created by her brush come from the artist's

015



