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The Definition of
Intelligence

Author Unknoum

Two men were digging a ditch on a very hot day.
One said to the other, “Why are we down in this hole
digging a ditch when our boss is standing up there in the
shade of a tree?”

“I don’t know,” responded the other.

“I'll ask him.” So he climbed out of the hole and
went to his boss. “Why are we digging in the hot sun
while you're standing in the shade?”

“Intelligence,” the boss said.

“What do you mean?”

The boss said, “Well, TI'll show you. I'll put my
hand on this tree and I want you to hit it with your fist as
hard as you can.”

The ditch digger took a mighty swing and tried to hit
the boss’ hand. The boss removed his hand and the ditch
digger hit the tree, immediately clutching his hand in
agony (/ 'sgont / n. 7 %). The boss said, “That’s
intelligence!”

The ditch digger went back to his hole, still in pain.
His friend asked, “What did he say?”

“He said we are down here because of intelligence. ”

“What'’s intelligence?” said the friend.

The ditch digger put his hand on his face and said,



“Take your shovel and hit my hand.”
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7 Prepare Three Envelopes

Author Unknoun

A fellow had just been hired as the new CEO of a
large high-tech corporation. The CEO who was stepping
down met with him privately and presented him with
three numbered envelopes. “Open these if you run up
against a problem you don’t think you can solve,” he said.

Well, things went along pretty smoothly, but six
months later, sales took a downturn and he was really
catching a lot of heat. About at his wit's end, he
remembered the envelopes. He went to his drawer and
took out the first envelope. The message read, “Blame
your predecessor (/ 'predisess / n. #4%,##E).”

The new CEO called a press conference and tactfully
laid the blame at the feet of the previous CEO. Satisfied
with his comments, the press — and Wall Street —
responded positively. Sales began to pick up and the
problem was soon behind him.

About a year later, the company was again
experiencing a slight dip in sales, combined with serious
product problems. Having learned from his previous
experience, the CEO quickly opened the second envelope.
The message read, “Reorganize.” This he did, and the
company quickly rebounded.



After several consecutive (/ kon'sekjutiv / adj. #% &
#9) profitable quarters, the company once again fell on
difficult times. The CEO went to his office, closed the
door and opened the third envelope.

The message said, “Prepare three envelopes. ”
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The Garden

Ken G.

An old Italian man lived alone in the country. It was
spring and he wanted to dig his tomato garden, as he had
done every vear, but it was very hard work for the aging
man as the ground was hard. His only son, Vincent, who
used to help him, was currently in prison. The old man
wrote a letter to his son and described his predicament:

Dear Vincent,

I am feeling pretty bad because it looks like I won’t be able
to plant my tomato garden this year. I'm just getting too old to
be digging up a garden plot. If only you were here my troubles
would be over. I know you would dig the plot for me.

Love Dad

A few days later he received a letter from his son:



Dear Dad,
Not for nothing, but don’t dig up that garden. That's
where I buried the BODIES .
Love Vinnie

At 4 a. m. the next morning, FBI agents and local
police arrived at the old man’s house and dug up the entire
area. However, they didn’t find any bodies, so they
apologized to the old man and left.

That same day the old man received another letter

from his son.

Dear Dad,
Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now. That’s the best I
could do under the circumstances.
Love Vinnie
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and a Bet on a Plane

Autfor Unkpoun

A lawyer and a blonde woman are sitting next to each
other on a long flight from L. A. to New York. The
lawyer leans over to her and asks if she would like to play
a fun game. The blonde is tired and just wants to take a

?



nap, so she politely declines and rolls over to the window
to catch a few winks. The lawyer persists (persist / po'sist /
v. &, #H %) and explains how the game works, “I ask
you a question, and if you don’t know the answer, you
pay me, and vice versa.”

Again, she politely declines and tries to get some
sleep. The chauvinistic (/ Jouvi'mstik / adj. i X £ 3L #5,
B K #9) lawyer figures he will easily win the match since
his opponent is a blonde, so he makes another offer,
“Okay, how about this. If you don’t know the answer
you pay me only $5, but if I don’t know the answer, I
will pay you $50.”

This catches the blonde’s attention and, figuring that
there will be no end to this torment (/ "toment / n. & ¥,
H B&) unless she plays, she agrees to play the game. The
lawyer asks the first question. “What’s the distance from
the earth to the moon?” )

The blonde doesn’t say a word, reaches into her purse,
pulls out a five-dollar bill and hands it to the lawyer. Now
it’s the blonde’s turn. She asks the lawyer, “What goes up a
hill with three legs and comes down with four?”

The lawyer looks at her with a puzzled look. He
takes out his laptop computer and searches all his
references. He taps into the air-phone with his modem and
searches the internet, from wikipedia to the Library of
Congress. Frustrated, he sends e-mails to everyone he
knows, with no success. After over an hour of searching
for the answer, he finally gives up. He wakes the blonde
and hands her $50. The blonde politely takes the $50 and
turns away to get back to sleep.

The lawyer, who is more than a little frustrated, wakes



