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Preface of the Chinese Edition

It is with great pleasure that we welcome the Chinese translation of our book by Professors Fan,
Dr. Fan, et al., who have previously translated several well-known statistics and data mining texts. Data
mining is an area in computer science that aims to analyze the rapidly increasing amounts of business,
scientific, and engineering data for knowledge and other profitable uses. The field has seen tremendous
growth and development, with the great influx of scholars and researchers, not only from the Western
countries but also from the Far East. We thank Professors Fan and Dr. Fan for their effort in doing the
translation, which allows the book to reach a much broader audience among those students and
researchers who are well-versed in the Chinese language. We hope that the readers of our book will find

it to be both useful and engaging, and wish them the greatest success.

Pang-Ning Tan, Michael Steinbach, and Vipin Kumar
Michigan State University and the University of Minnesota, December 2005
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