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The art of

design clubhouses

- for unique places that are truly part of the home

The concept of the clubhouse is not new. In many countries around the world, the
clubhouse is where like-minded people go to socialise, relax, enjoy meals, conduct
business, entertain, and, to put it broadly, live. Typically centred on a leisure activity
such as golf or tennis, clubhouses were a way of life for the privileged that don't mind
paying expensive joining fees and annual dues to have a place to call their own. In
developing or colonial countries, clubhouses were how expatriates survived being in
a foreign land. They became much more than places to spend leisure time — in many
cases, they were sanctuaries that encapsulated home away from home.

The idea of the residential clubhouse began with Walter Gropius and the Bauhaus
movement of the early 20th century. In Berlin's Bauhaus Archive Design Museum,
entire mock-ups of shared facilities such as a swimming pool, gym, work and lounge
areas are on display, conceived as early as the 1920s. Gropius believed that the
Industrial Revolution would spawn household equipment that could free up leisure
time for all classes. Le Corbusier, by extension, saw future global population increases
necessitating the migration to high-rise residences in burgeoning cities, where
everyone would share common leisure facilities. During a time when the majority of
Europeans lived in individual houses and occupations were primarily agricultural, this
was radical thinking. 90 years onwards, Gropius and Le Corbusier's visions were
completely realised halfway around the world, in the new towns and cities of China.

Hong Kong could be called the birthplace of the residential clubhouse. Waves of
mainland Chinese swelling the city’s population during the Cultural Revolution meant
that the tiny, hilly island’s architecture had to shoot skywards. Two or three generations
became used to living in as little as 10 square metres, which was what most of the
public housing estates offered. Communal living is part of Chinese culture, and the

courtyard house where multiple generations lived in one compound was the standard
residential type in the country. Developments in Hong Kong catered to this extended
family concept by offering potential buyers apartments with as many bedrooms in as
little space as possible. Today, even in new developments, flats at 50 square metres
are listed as a three bedroom, with each bedroom no more than 8 square metres.

As they prospered, Hong Kong residents began to expect more. And savvy developers
began to deliver value-added benefits, to differentiate their properties. To extend the
living space of each family, they began to offer clubhouses designed right within
the residential complex for homeowners’ exclusive use. These shared facilities mean
that residents could exercise, dine, entertain, amuse their children and socialise,
all without having to step outside their building. For most people, the residential
clubhouse is the only place where they have a chance to meet their neighbours, with
long work hours cutting into precious time at home. Clubhouses began to reflect the
culture and corresponding budget of the development’s brand while offering facilities
to supplement the neighbourhood’s existing infrastructure.

Simon Wong Design has been working with Hong Kong and China'’s leading residential
developers for more than a decade. It is one of the few design firms that has carved
a niche for itself in clubhouse design. The discipline borrows a little from hospitality
design, as clubhouses have to have a wow factor, yet not be easily dated. It has a bit
of residential design, as guests are frequent and repeat users that expect a clubhouse
to be an extension of their homes. Clubhouse design has to contain durable, low
maintenance materials typically found in fast food outlets, since small children will be
playing within them. At the same time, they also may have areas that rival the finest
restaurants or spas that the city has to offer.
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One of Hong Kong's newest suburban
areas, Iseung Kwan O took off when
the MTR be%an to service this district
situated in the southeastern part of
the New Territories. Young families
were drawn by the opportunity

to purchase an affordable home,
although many flats in the area

were limited in size to keep them
cost effective. To compensate for
reduced square footage within
individual apartments, clubhouses

in the neighbourhood tended to be
large and all encompassing, with
numerous leisure and recréational
]@ct|\/l|t|es to appeal to the entire
amily

Grandiose is a three-towered
residential complex a short distance
away from Tseung Kwan O MTR
station. It is connected internally

developer: New World Development Co., Ltd. / MTR Corporation

eliptica

he main [0le]e);
a Similar snaped

location: Hong Kong

to a shopgmg centre that includes
supermarkets, restaurants and

retan arcades. The two-storey
clubhouse is situated on the podium
and level two, behind the towers

and incorporating a great deal of
landscaped greenery. Due to the
large number of children in the
complex, the clubhouse includes
both an indoor and an outdoor
swimming pool, with a circular Kids’
wading pool in between them. There
are also a number of Sports famhhes
such as a gym, four-lane bowlin P
alley, dance studio, billiards, bal
court and table tennis rooms to keep
everyone healthy and happy.

Grandlose IS d|st|n uished b

prevailing nautical theme, wit t e
elliptical skylight in the main lob ¥
repeated in a similar shaped boa



detail inset into the indoor pool's

celling. As the clubhouse does not
offer any views of the exterior, natural
sunlight' was brought in with the

use oOf skylights. A"Scandinavian
handmade Dboat encloses the bottom
of the staircase, while a chandslier
on the second floor is made from
canoe-shaped wires. Water elements
such as a translucent glass floor
inset and cascading cléar nylon rods
underneath the staircase reinforce
the feeling of being at sea. Sweeping
curved forms and undulating fronts
also back up the nautical motif,

along with colours such as blue and
sand, high gloss wood and leather
with contrasting stitching. Grandiose
IS a clubhouse where despite its size
and range of activities, the ambience
'S warm, inviting and friendly.
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Level 2 Z&
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Table tennis room FEEEKZE
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Y @ 9 3 A reception and lobby welcomes visitors to the clubhouse from either the
b
o e . = e E residence or the shopping complex. Two swimming pools and corresponding
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A I E E 8H= =) change areas dominate the upper floor podium level of Grandiose. A small
. % = children’s play area, a gym and a dance studio makes up the rest of the
7 “-ln.
E E 8H— g T o spaces. The floor below contains public areas such as a large reading room
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W.,,.m L 2 and banquet facilities to one side. A bowling alley, billiards table, table tennis
A o i o
g ’ E: : e e rooms, a digital theatre, mahjong rooms, karaoke rooms and a ball court
L +
. et s DRIVEWAY are on the opposite side of the main staircase. Passive activities such as
C K| ‘Wh )
Q Siomace 1 Ht CHECK METER POSTION W/ GRAZNG the mahjong and karaoke rooms are deliberately planned into the corners
[
o ‘"F HHL""E - = Ol ‘ ‘ of the large floor plan. The lobby area includes an elliptical skylight and
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