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Introduction: The Science-Religion Dialogue

Frank Budenholzer, SVD

Professor, Department of Chemistry, Center for the Study of Science and Religion,

Fu Jen Catholic University

Translated by Chen, Wen Hsiang
Post-doctoral Fellow, Center for the Study of Science and Religion, Fu Jen Catholic

University

Religion and Science are two juggernauts of contemporary world culture.
Philosophy, ultimately concerned with human knowing, ethical living and the meaning of
life, is the discipline most suited to bridging these two cultural forces. Thus it is fitting
that Universitas: Monthly Review of Philosophy and Culture publish this special edition
on the topic of the science-religion dialogue.

The relationship between faith and reason has been a central concern of all major
religious traditions since earliest times. The specifically contemporary interest in the
relationship of science and religion is often dated from the 1966 publication of lan
Barbour’s classic /ssues in Science and Religion. Barbour in a later work (Religion and
Science: Historical and Contemporary Issues, 1997) suggested a four-fold typology to
describe the relationship: conflict, independence, dialogue and integration. Using this and
other typologies, research on the topic has proliferated in recent years. In a peculiarly
modern twist, a major foundation, the John Templeton Foundation (http://www.
templeton.org/), has provided considerable funding to encourage the dialogue. Here at Fu
Jen Catholic University, the Center for the Study of Science and Religion (CSSR-FJ) in
the College of Science and Engineering, in cooperation with the Department of Religious
Studies, the Department of Philosophy and the College of Medicine, has carried on the
science-religion dialogue in the context of the Taiwanese and Chinese religious traditions.

This special edition of Universitas has three main sections. The first is concerned

with general treatments of the science-religion dialogue. Interestingly, all three papers in
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this section deal, in one way or another, with what one of the authors refers to as the
“incommensurability” between science and religion. Prof. Xiaoting Liu of the Beijing
Normal University and Dr. Zhihe Wang of the American Center for Process Studies make
use of the traditional Chinese concepts of Yin and Yang to understand the relationship
between science and religion. The second paper is by Jeu-Jenq Yuann of the Philosophy
Department of National Taiwan University: “Sola Scriptura and Sola Experientia.”
Making use of the thought of P. Feyerabend and B. van Fraassen, he considers the
problem of the seeming incommensurability not only of science and religion but also of
succeeding scientific paradigms. Ultimately the problem of incommensurability is dealt
with not by rational or philosophical argument but by allowing lived practicality to come
to the fore. The third paper in this section, “Whitehead on Religion and Science,” is by
Yih-hsien Yu, Professor of Philosophy at Tunghai University. She considers the 12"
Chapter of Alfred North Whiteheads book Science and the Modern World: “Religion and
Science.” Whitehead clearly recognized the conflicts that exist between science and
religion and argued that the problems can only be dealt with by widening our horizon.
Ultimately this will involve a re-thinking of our understanding of God and of the
relationship of the world to God.

The second section is concerned with specific scientific issues that have special
importance for the religion-science dialogue. Both papers in this section deal with the
nature of the human person. Dialogue is ultimately not between systems of thought but
between persons, and our understanding of human nature will determine the possibility of
a meaningful religion-science dialogue. Bernard Feltz of the Center for the Philosophy of
Science of the Catholic University of Louvain makes use of the work of Gerald Edelman,
especially his “Theory of Neuronal Group Selection,” to deal with the question of
reductionism. While not denying the physical and biological basis of higher level
conscious activities, Feltz argues that freedom and intentional consciousness equally
characterize the human person. The second paper, “Genes and Genesis,” is by Dr. Jimmy
Tsai, Chair of the Department of Bioscience Technology of Chung Yuan Christian
University. He considers the current understanding of genetics and especially DNA, and

argues for the direct creation of life and especially the human person. While such
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“intelligent design™ arguments are contested by many intellectuals, Dr. Tsai asks
important questions and makes a strong case.

The third section considers specifically religious issues in the context of our
increasingly scientific world view. Prof. Kin-Tung Yit of the Center for General
Education of National Chung Shan University reviews the twenty-year history of the
“Mind and Life Conference” sponsored by the Mind Life Institute. He uses the
conference record as a key to understanding the Buddhist-Science Dialogue, especially
with regard to Chan (Zen) Meditation. In this dialogue the Dalai Lama most clearly
represented Buddhism, while a large number of scientists and philosophers from various
disciplines represented science. Prof. Yit argues there has been real progress over the
years, both from the side of science and from the side of Buddhist meditation.

The final full paper in this special edition is by Prof. Frank Budenholzer of the
Chemistry Department of Fu Jen Catholic University and Academic Coordinator of the
Center for the Study of Science and Religion at Fu Jen (CSSR-FJ). In this article,
Budenholzer revisits the classical argument of David Hume against the possibility of
miracles. He argues that Hume’s critique should make us very careful in accepting claims
of the miraculous. However, he also argues that both science and religion have to deal
with “one-time” happenings and to rule out such occurrences would be detrimental to
both science and religion.

The volume closes with two book reviews. Joanna Loh, a Ph.D. student in the
Philosophy Department at Fu Jen, reviews John Haught’s 2004 book, Is Nature Enough?:
Meaning and Truth in the Age of Science. Yueh-Kuan Lin, Administrative Assistant in
CSSR-FJ, reviews the recent book of Antony Flew and Roy Abraham Varghese, There Is
a God: How the World's Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind. Both books ask
whether the intelligibility which science comes to understand does not point to God as the
source of this intelligibility.

The dialogue between religion and science cannot be separated from the dialogue
among believers in the various religious traditions. Nor can it be separated from the
ethical quest that seeks justice, peace and the integrity of creation. We thank the editorial
team of Universitas: Review of Philosophy and Culture tor providing this opportunity to

3-
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make this contribution to the on-going dialogue. You, the readers, are invited to continue

the dialogue.
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