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Unit 1

KEY WORDS PREVIEW
variety /varamlti/ n, quite a number of £
He decided to quit the job for a variety of reasons.
persvade /pasweid/ v. cause sb. to do sth. by arguing or reasoning
* with him $ifR
How can we persuade him into joining us?
adopt /odopt/ v. take over and have or use (sth. ) as one’s own 2R
;N
She was glad that the manager adopted her suggestion.
ignore /igno:/ v. pay no attention to; take no notice of
Sometimes it’s best to ignore a rude person.
focus /'faukes/ v. concentrate; pay special attention to
Modern medicine seems to focus too much on developing surgi-
cal techniques.
forfeit /fo:fit/ v. lose or give up sth. &K&K; HF
By becoming a US citizen he forfeited the right to live in his

native country.

I

] . Passage Reading

Time is Past, Present and Future

Sydney J. Harris



Background Information

For the past thirty years, Sidney J. Harris has been writing
a daily editorial column for the Chicago Daily News. His col-
umn , entitled “Strictly Personal”, presents Harris’ opinion on a
variety of topics. Seven collections of his essays have been pub-
lished in book form.

An editorial is a brief newspaper or magazine article that o f-
fers a personal opinion and tries to persuade the reader to adopt
the same view. Editorials usually begin by stating an issue and

conclude by presenting a solution or by of fering advice.

The people who insist that one must “live for the present” are as
foolish and lopsided as the people who live wistfully in the past or the
people who live hopefully in the future.

Time is seamless. Past, present and future are woven into the
same fabric. The present is continually disappearing into the past,
before we can grasp it, And, in a real sense, the future never comes.

Time and space are part of the same continuum, Einstein taught
us. We must also learn that time itself is indivisible, that every act is
a blending of past experience, present situation and future expectan-
cy.

Living for the present is a senseless philosophy. The man who
most perfectly lives for the present is the criminal; he forgets the
prison sentence of the past and he ignores the probable prison sen-
tence of the future. He lives from “score” to “score”.

We must not look behind too much, we must not look ahead too
far and we must not fix our gaze too steadily on the immediate, Each
of these angles of vision has its own particular dangers.

What is necessary, it seems to me, is a delicate combination of
the three. Those who focus on the past become apathetic; those who
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peer exclusively into the future become unrealistic; and those who
live on a day-to-day basis become incapable of learning from the past
and incapable of controlling the future.

The mind likes to break up life into categories — but these cate-
gories are illusions. For instance, we think the past is behind us, but
it is not; it is very much with us, very much alive, very much a part
of everything we do now.

We think the future lies ahead, but its seed is contained in the
present. There is no sharp break between the two; the lies we tell to-
day can send us sprawling a year from now; the way we treat our in-
fant determines the way he treats us when he reaches adolescence.

Life is a flow, a stream. The current is everywhere. Like mari-
ners, we must learn the shoals, the rocks, the rapids. No man can
navigate only from wave to wave, for the waves are part of a ceaseless
pattern in time.

Live for the present? It is impossible; and if it were possible, it
would be fatal. To live for the present is the surest way of forfeiting

the future to barbarism and bestiality.

QUESTIONS

1. According to the author, what is wrong with the people who “live
for the present”? Do you agree or disagree with the author’s view?
Explain.

2. How do you view time? Do you think it is “seamless” as the author
does? Explain.

3. Most words have two types of meaning; denotative and connota-
tive. The denotative meaning is the basic definition of the word.
The connotative meaning includes emotions and attitudes that are
associated with the word. For example, the word home connotes
comfort, security, love, etc.. The denotative meaning of shoals
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and rapids are given in Words and Expressions. Discuss the possi-

ble connotative meanings of these words based on the context.

I. Conversation

You Made It!

Jimmy is a TV reporter. He is now interviewing Sam Hammer,

who just finished last in the “Run for Your Life” marathon.

Jimmy
Sam
Jimmy
Sam
Jimmy
Sam
Jimmy
Sam
Jimmy
Sam

Jimmy

Sam

Jimmy

Well, here comes the last runner to cross the finish line.
You'made it!

Yeah!

How does it feel?

Great! I mean, it’s not everyone who comes in last.

You look pretty tired.

I am, but I’m so excited I don’t think 1’1l be able to get to
sleep for a while.

Was this your first race?

Yes. I’ve only been running for two months, When I signed
up, I’d only been running for two weeks! Everyone said it
was too SOOn to enter a race.

Well, you certainly showed them! Was there ever a time
when you thought you would drop out?

Well, it was such a hot day that I started feeling a little tired
pretty early. And I hadn’t gone three miles when I got a
pain in my side.

How was that last big hill?

Oh, that was a killer. 1’d just made it about halfway when
my right knee started giving me trouble. I didn’t know if 1
had enough energy to get to the top. But I managed to do it.

What made you decide to enter the race?



Sam Well, I’d always wanted to see if I could make it through a
race like this. Besides, I knew they’d give me one of those
cute T-shirts.

Jimmy Well, I guess I should say “Congratulations for hanging in
there!” Thanks for talking to us.

QUESTIONS

1. As the last runner in the race, how did Sam feel?

2. How long had Sam been practising before he signed up?

3. What do you think of Sam? Would you also congratulate him for

his courage?
WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

column /'kolom/ n. part of a newspaper regularly dealing with a parti-
cular subject (RAEAE FH) EA

entitle /in'taitl/ ». give a title to B4

collection /kalek/n/ n. group of objects that have been collected sys-
tematically WIS ; £ F: £ £

editorial /edr'toirisl/ n. special article in a newspaper giving an opin-
ion on some topical issue (usually written by the editor) 1 ; ¥
w

lopsided /lop'saidid/ a. with one side lower than the other Ja —3f1{
R

wistfully /'wistfli/ a. full of sad or vague longing &R ; BB K

seamless /'siimlis/ n. without a seam; continuous JCEE/; A W HG

fabric /feebrik/ n. type of cloth, esp. one that is woven Z414)

continuum /kan'tinjuam/ n. sth. that changes or develops very gradu-
ally so that each part is very similar to previous and following
parts (FET BEBRR M) EL K&

indivisible /indi'visabl/ that cannot be divided. 7 BY 438 f



blending /'blendiy/ n. mixture 8§

expectancy /ik'spektonsi/ n. state of expecting or hoping Fi %} ; #ita

senseless /'senslis/ a. without sense; foolish L& YL #; BEMW

philosophy /filosofi/ n. knowledge of nature, the universe, and hu-
man life %

criminal /kriminl/ n. person who commits a crime or crimes 838

vision /'vi3n/ n. ability of seeing ¥ J7; imagination needed in plan-
ning IR

delicate /'delikat/ a. very carefully made or formed; fine; exquisite ¥§
5

apathetic /a&pafetik/ a. showing or feeling indifferent $t 2 MR A ; B
Ry

peer /pi1d/ v. look carefully or hard fF#E

unrealistic / anriolistik/ a. (hopes) not based on facts ANFAZHY

incapable /inkeipabl/ a. unable, not capable

sprawl /sprol/ v. crawl BT

adolescence /zdslesns/ n. the time, usually between the ages of 12 to
18, when a young person is developing into an adult

current /karent/ n. movement of water, air, etc. (K. S)HK

mariner /'maerina/ n. sailor JKF

shoal /[oul/ n. area of shallow water &

rapids /‘reepidz/ n. area of swift current 2% ; ¥ Fi

navigate /'nsevigeit/ v. sail on a sea, river, ete. fifT

ceaseless /'si;slis/ a. continuous, without stopping

fatal /'feitl/ a. causing death MRy

barbarism /'bazbarizam/ n. state of being uncivilized 3 FF4LIRZS ; BBE
HE

bestiality /bestizeloti/ n. quality of being bestial & ; 847

marathon /'merafan/ n. a long race of about 42 kilometers or 26 miles
BESR /S 30}
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Notes

1.

strictly personal: & 4 4liJ8 I~ A\ W f#

2. live wistfully in the past: Ui T %
3.
4. Einstein: Albert Einstein (1879—1955), German physicist, No-

live hopefully in the future: (— 8%) B KK

bel Prize winner
every act is a blending of. . . future expectancy: BT HE R T £
Z 5 HAERANBEERGBESY

from “score” to “score”; from crime to crime

. fix one’s gaze too steadily on the immediate: pay too much atten-

tion to things close at hand 3FF X R T HEHF

8. angles of vision: Y £
9, a delicate combination of the three: =:E &R FA MG S

10.
11.

12.

13.

14,

15,

16,
17,

live on a day-to-day basis; 31 — K& —XK

send us sprawling: put us in an awkward position; send us spraw-
ling ik A if

forfeiting the future to barbarism and bestiality: % 341 BBk
HEFE

It’s not everyone who comes in last: 33k A A#BRE (R B )5 —
MHBIA A

you certainly showed them: #R%3Z [ ] B2~ T (YREEMEBD

that was a killer: BRI £ HE TR M

make it through a race like that; ¥i5¢ X+ # L 3E

Congratulations for hanging in there: Congratulations for your

courage.
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[Listening PracticeJ

Part A

Directions: In this part, you will hear ten statements. Listen care ful-

1. Al
B.
C.
D.

2. Al
B.
C.
D.

3. Al
B.
C.
D.

4. A.
B.
C.
D.

5. A.
B.
C.
D.

Ly and choose the sentence best corresponding to each state-
ment you hear on the tape.
There are no magazines in that store.
We buy magazines from that store.
We don’t want to buy magazines.
There are some magazines near the door.
We work in a travel agency.
We work in a post office.
We work in a library.
We work in a department store.
She doesn’t like New York at all.
She likes to show people around New York.
She doesn’t like to live in New York.
She likes only the shows and shopping in New York.
Mrs. Williams likes Mr. Baker.
Mr. Baker sells insurance.
Mrs. Williams sells insurance.
Mrs. Williams doesn’t have any insurance,
Farmers are lazy people.
Farmers are busy people.
Farmers do not like to work.

Farmers are not usually very busy.



6. A.
C.
7. A.
C.
8. A.
B.
C.
D.
9. A.
B.
C.
D.
10. A.
B.
C.
D.
Part B

Mary didn’t go to school. B. Mary overslept.

Mary was late for school. D. Mary didn’t like school.
I want a salad. B. 1 want a soup.
I want a fork. D. I want a spoon.

Her mother doesn’t like to work.

Her mother won’t go anywhere.

Her mother is pretty.

Her mother works hard.

John’s son doesn’t go swimming.

John cannot go swimming,

John always takes his son swimming.
John always takes his daughter swimming.
Joe went to Chicago but his wife did not.
Joe’s wife went to Chicago alone.

Joe would rather stay in the west.

Joe didn’t like Chicago.

Directions: This part contains five short conversations, Listen care-

POPOPOPOR

Sully and choose the best answer to each question you hear

on the tape.
Rome B. Paris
New York D. San Francisco
his leg B. his head
skiing D. his arm
a gift B. some money
a letter D. some stamps
department store B. grocery shopping
drug store D. restaurant

She feeds her family.



B. She grows her own food.
C. She and her family eat in restaurants.
D. She sells her cow.

Bpoken EnglishJ

Interview a classmate. Ask questions about your partner’s or some-
body else’s life, past and present. Find out about a decision he/she
has made and the situation that led up to it. Use the expressions in
the boxes.

What made you decide to go into medicine?
Well, 1’d always wanted to be a doctor, even as a small child. My

mother was a doctor, and so was my grandmother.

What made you decide to change careers?
Well, I’d been working at the same job for fifteen years, and one

day 1 just woke up and said, “Enough!”

What made you decide to. .. Well. ..

major in business? I’d just taken a course. ..

take up running? 1’d been thinking about it for. ..
move to the city? [’d lived in a small town since. ..

Vocabulary

1. Match the following words in Column A with the words or phrases
in Column B that is similar in meaning.

A B
1. indivisible a. deadly
2. delicate b. indifferent
3. senseless c. fine, exquisite
4. apathetic d. unwise
5. wistfully e. with longing
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