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Childhood =%

Helen Keller was born in America in 1880. When she was 19
months old she became very ill and nearly died. She got better but
she was now deaf and blind.

= BE - T80 FEAEXELE. SO TRANNRE TIZER, LR,
SRIMESE, BEMEHEEZT, BEHET,




Helen tried to learn about the world around her. She used her

sense of touch and her sense of smell.
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A wild child %i¥

Because Helen could not hear, she did not know how to talk. She
made up her own signs. If she wanted an ice cream she shivered!
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There were many things Helen could not understand. This made

her very angry and she kicked and screamed.
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A famous friend BEL209K

‘That child is stupid!’ said Helen’s uncle. ‘ You must send her
away! ‘No,  replied her mother, ‘we must find a way to help her.’
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In those days, no one knew how to help children who were
deaf and blind. Her parents took Helen to see Dr Alexander
Graham Bell. He helped them find a teacher for Helen.
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A teacher #if

When Helen was six years old her teacher arrived. First, Annie
Sullivan had to make Helen do as she was told. One day she spent
two hours making Helen eat with a spoon and not her hand!
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Soon Helen began to trust Annie and obey her. All the time,
Annie was tracing letters into Helen’s hand. But Helen did not
understand that d-o-g meant dog, or d-o-l-] meant doll.
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A little miracle J\hZiik

Then one day Annie put Helen’s hand under the water pump. In
her other hand she traced w-a-t-e-r. Suddenly Helen understood that
water was the name of the cool thing running over her hand.

. X, QEEBEH-RFMAKRT, AEENS-IRFIVEEE K" XT
g9, BRRAREB T KMBASHFENBERDENBF.




Now Helen began to learn very fast. Soon she knew hundreds of words.
She learnt to read and write braille.
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Learning to speak i#is

Helen wanted to speak. She learned by touching her teacher’s lips or
tongue and copying the movements. She was soon able to make the

different sounds.
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Still Helen wanted to learn more. She went to university. Annie
was always with her. Annie had to read all the books for Helen
and trace the words into her hand.
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