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Proverbs and Quotations

The primary purpose of education is not to teach you to earn your bread, but to
make every mouthful sweeter.

[Am.] James Angell ‘

HEWHERNFETFRRSBES, MEFES—ONEMEH, |

' [E] B8 - RER |

The object of education is to prepare the young to educate themselves throughout

their lives. ]

[Am.] Robert Maynard Hutchins i

BENBRRATEWERAAEFESEN—£PhERHE.

[X] T1a% - HRE - BEW

Teaching Objectives

1. There is no doubt that university education has cultivated many successful people in all fields
and contributed a lot to the development of human civilization. People all over the world pay much
attention to education and hence the function of it has been discussed extensively. In this unit
you're going to read two texts. Text A deals with the advantages and also disadvantages of elite
education. Text B explores the pleasures that one finds in education. In the author's opinion
education sometimes can completely alter your world view.

2. By leamning this unit students will be able to grasp the main idea and structure of the texts, master the key .
language points, new words, grammatical structures and translation skills. And students will also be able to
improve their oral communication skills and reading competence through performing the relevant tasks.

3. Writing Focus in this unit deals with paragraph writing; introducing the size and structure of :
paragraph.

Lead-in

A. Look at the picture and discuss with your partner on the following questions.
1. Do you think college education is necessary for your success?
2. If you were given another chance, would you go abroad for a college education?
3. Are you making a difference after entering the university? What is the difference between your life
in university and in high school?
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B. Listening Practice
Listen to the short passage about “Benefit from a College Education”.

Pre-listening Task
How can we benefit from a college education? Exchange your views with your partner on the topic.

\ Script ]

Benefit from a College Education

for various reasons: knowledge, a job, a promotion, money or even self-

People attend college

confidence and respect. Generally, we benefit from a college education in the following ways.
More opportunity. Many employers will not promote candidates who don’t have a college degree.
Experience, no matter how good it might be, often isn't enough, especially when other candidates
competing for the same position have a degree. A college degree is a ticket of entry into a much bigger
job market
More knowledge. In a college, you will have the opportunity to learn from other students who

ent work experience. You will learn study methods that you will use for the rest of your

irdless of your career option. You will develop your ability to write, speak and grasp abstract

1 ]a
ncepts. Above all, you will benefit all your life from a better understanding of other people and the
eem. Many adults say they are tired of feeling embarrassed about not having a college

siness meetings when others mention their own degrees. A college education gives a

strong sense of self-confidence, and self-esteem that helps you feel you have the ability to manage

challenging situations and achieve your goals.

’



Unit 1 College Education

Personal benefits and benefits for children. A report published by the Institute for Higher Education
Policy states that college graduates tend to enjoy higher levels of personal and professional mobility,
more hobbies and leisure activities. It also shows that graduates provide an improved quality of life
for their children. Parental schooling levels are positively correlated with the health status of their
children.

Whatever your reason for attending a college, you’ve made a profitable try.

Post-listening Task

Answer the following questions.
1. Which is essential to a promotion, experience or a college degree?

A college degree.

2. What is the most important knowledge you learn from a college education?

A better understanding of other people and the world around you.

3. What causes the embarrassment of many adults in business meetings?

They don’t have a college degree.

4. According to the report published by the Institute for Higher Education Policy, what can graduates
benefit from a college education?

They enjoy higher levels of personal and professional mobility, more hobbies and leisure activities.

5. How can children benefit from their parents’ higher schooling levels?

They will enjoy an improved quality of life and a good health.

Reading Focus
Text A

First Reading

Read the text and then answer the questions in the left margin.

The Disadvantages of an Elite Education
William Deresiewicz

[ Chinese ) i< 2 7 (1) #i i

What did the author I It didn’t dawn on me that there might be a few holes in my education until I
learn when the plumber Was about 35. I'd just bought a house, the pipes needed fixing, and the plumber was
was standing beside him standing in my kitchen. There he was, a short, strong guy with a small beard and a
in the kitchen? ; Red Sox cap and a thick Boston' accent, and I suddenly learned that I didn’t have the

slightest idea what to say to someone like him. So alien was his experience to me, so
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I suddenly learned that 1 unguessable his values, so mysterious his very language, that I couldn’t succeed in

didn’t have the slightest engaging him in a few minutes of small talk before he got down to work. Fourteen

idea what to say to years of higher education and a handful of Ivy League® degrees, and there I was, stiff

someone like him.

What are the adv
and disadvantages of an
elite education?

and stupid, struck dumb by my own dumbness. “Ivy retardation,” a friend of mine
calls this. I could carry on conversations with people from other countries, in other

languages, but I couldn’t talk to the man who was standing in my own house.

[ Note 1 ] The Boston Red Sox ( {7 1§21 KA ) is a member of the Major League
Baseball’s American League Eastern Division. Since 1912, the Red Sox’s home ballpark
has been Fenway Park. The *Red Sox™ name was chosen by the team owner, Mr. Taylor,
a year or two before Fenway Park was begun on the land his family owned. The club
icons have followed from that decision.

(Note2 ] Thelvy League (i {#i/\ KWK ) isan athletic conference comprising
eight private institutions of higher education in the Northeastern United States. The
term is most commonly used to refer to those eight schools considered as a group.
The term also has connotations of academic excellence, selectivity in admissions,
and social elitism. The eight institutions are Brown University, Columbia University,

Cornell University. Dartmouth College, Harvard University, Princeton University, the

. University of Pennsylvania, and Yale University.

[ Language Point ] “So alien was his experience to me ... before he got down to
work.” The inverted sentence causes the inverted word to receive more emphasis.
Partial inversion normally takes place when a sentence is introduced by the correlative
“so’.

e.g. So dangerous were the skiers.
So quickly did the workman finish the job.

[ Chinese ) A F|35% , XA Z# ERB) KT HE TAAHA —2LiHE A
—F, RUNET —HEF, F2w 8Tl RETALTESARRRAEY X2
— ARG DIATFBEA, EAHLFEH, AR —TRNaKRHBRANIE T, B—ok
TR EMOEF TRRAERINAT TREIFHGAZL LT 2KEL LS
AP T RRBL, et 2R T do b RABIZRE, Ao o) AN do b 3V A4RIE | 4
) F & A A AT AL WM, RARKIRA Bk TS T Z 0T 16 L U 5 A SRA 1R
ERE RAKAALFO[FHTA— R FARBLARGIES, TAXAML
AREREARS, HTAHAIRDALTMHAKD X ﬁ%~Am&m&ﬂm%ﬂ
1 EARRA” AT VARAF LI SMESR A R o9 ASEAT 3K, {22 K 2P
A Ao — A 35 £ R Loy B il Tt b

1 1t’s not surprising that it took me so long to discover the extent of my miseducation,
because the last thing an elite education will teach you is its own inadequacy. The
advantages of an elite education are indeed undeniable. You learn to think, at least

in certain ways, and you make the contacts needed to launch yourself into a life rich
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in all of society’s most cherished rewards. To consider that while some opportunities

are being created, others are being cancelled and that while some abilities are being
developed, others are being crippled is, within this context, not only outrageous, but

' unimaginable.?

[ Note 3] To consider that while some opportunities are being created, others
are being cancelled and that while some abilities are being developed, others are
being crippled is, within this context, not only outrageous, but unimaginable:
It is extremely hard to believe, and even annoying that while students in the elite
colleges have access to abundant knowledge and upper-class people, it is at the expense
of some other abilities, for example, the ability to communicate with the working
class.

[ Language Point | “It’s not surprising that it took me so long to discover the extent
of my miseducation.” Anticipatory “it” commonly occurs in sentences with a nominal
clause as subject or object. The subject/object clause is usually shifted to the end of the
sentence. The extraposed subject/object may be a finite clause or a non-finite clause.
e.g. [t is necessary for us to get there in time.

They find it boring staying at the hotel.

([ Chinese ) 464t 71X 2 Kot ja) A L AT 0 H L 4w A%, X &I R
FE O RAAMEHFTRRBHARGHLCH FOEFE HRHEF AR EAL
RAELINGS  fhpowet F Ay, RFERGA. T haedbik
HESHE, MAZIARLSRSFHRTR KA —T, IHGHFARAL
M ANE AT Ry, ERFA—EZRAYGE TR
Pt A1, X TRAULKELZZ, o B & P

The first disadvantage of an elite education, as I learned in my kitchen that day, is
that it makes you incapable of talking to people who aren’t like you. Elite schools pride
' themselves on their diversity, but that diversity is almost entirely a matter of ethnicity
. and race. With respect to class, these schools are largely — indeed increasingly —
homogeneous.* Visit any elite campus in our great nation and you can feel excited
at the sight of the heartwarming spectacle of the children of white businesspeople
and professionals studying and playing alongside the children of black, Asian, and
Latino businesspeople and professionals. At the same time, because these schools tend
\ to cultivate liberal attitudes, they leave their students in the paradoxical position of
wanting to advocate on behalf of the working class while being unable to hold a simple
' conversation with anyone in it.

([ Note4 ] With respect to class, these schools are largely — indeed increasingly —
homogenous: On the campuses of elite schools the difference between classes is

beginning to disappear, because the vast majority of the students belong to business or



