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Historically, Rhinology is the third in bond of the specialty Oto-Rhino-Laryngology. One of the important

elements of the specialty is functional reconstructive nasal surgery or rhinoplasty. This type of surgery has its
roots in the years around 1800 when nasal reconstruction to repair the loss of the external nose became possible.
At the end of the 19" century nasal surgery had its first golden age thanks to the development of local and general
anaesthesia. Septal and turbinate surgery were introduced and developed into standard operations, among others
by Tiger Freer (Chicago) and Gustav Killian (Freiburg). At the same time rhinoplastic procedures were introduced
by Joseph Roe in New York and in particular by Jacques Joseph in Berlin.

In the subsequent decades only very few new developments took place. After World War II Samuel Fomon
(New York) and Maurice Cottle (Chicago) stressed the need for more functional, mucosa conserving and
reconstructive surgery. It was Cottle whose courses in the 1960s led to a major change in attitude in nasal surgery.
His concepts and techniques of more reconstructive surgery were further developed in Europe by Helmut Masing
in Erlangen, Egbert Huizing in Leiden (later Utrecht) and later on by Wolfgang Pirsig, and Gerhard Rettinger in
Ulm. In the USA Eugene Kern at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester (Minn) and others added new ideas and methods.

Thanks to annual international courses in functional-aesthetic surgery in Erlangen, Ulm and Miinster in
German language and those in Utrecht in English as well as several national courses in other countries these
techniques were gradually spread worldwide although the old techniques like the submucous septal resection and
turbinectomy are (unfortunately) still practiced at certain places.

More or less simultaneously, aesthetic nasal surgery became in demand. In the USA the American Academy
of Facial Surgery and its members became a leading organisation in the field of plastic surgery of the nose. Later a
similar society (The Joseph Society) was erected in Europe (Tony Bull, Claus Walter, and others).

Prof. Lijie Zhai spent a fellowship of a full year at the Utrecht ORL department in 1995 where she attended
one of the courses in functional reconstructive nasal surgery presented at this institution. Back at home she
introduced the concepts and techniques in her home country. It feels good to see that she and her colleagues have
now decided to bring their knowledge and experience together in a book. Their textbook has a very logical build-
up, starting with chapters on Basics and Septoplasty and then continuing with chapters on Pyramid and Lobular
Surgery. These are then followed by chapters on special topics like Valve Surgery and Surgery of the Nasal Cavity,

Maxillofacial Surgery and Rhinoplasty in Children. Finally, secondary operations, the open approach technique,
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the use of transplants and imaging are discussed.

The editor and the authors of the <Functional Reconstructive Nasal Surgery> are to be congratulated for
their efforts and the result that they have achieved. I am convinced that their textbook will enjoy an enthusiastic

reception.

8 ffiffe T

Egbert H. Huizing

Em. professor of OtoRhinolaryngology

Honorary Member of the International, European, American, Russian,
Brazilian and Turkish Rhinologic Society

Utrecht, the Netherlands
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