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SECTION |
Talking Face to Face

l Timetables and Schedules

7
| Sam e 1 A

Beijing—Guangzhou—Hong Kong

Monday, Wednesday,
Beijing 8: 45 a.m. (departure)
Guangzhou

Hong Kong 11: 45 a.m. (arrival)

April, 2005

Morning
Monday 11 write business report
Tuesday 12 have sales meeting at 9:00
Wednesday 13  appointment with

Mr. Anderson at 8:30
Thursday 14 10:00 conference
Friday 15 travel around Hong Kong

Friday  Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
9:20 a.m. (departure)
11:50 a.m. (arrival)
12:50 p.m. (departure)
1:55 p.m. (arrival)

: Sample 2 Mark’s Schedule)

Afternoon ;

discuss business report with general manager at 1:30
see Mr. Black at 3:00

fly to Hong Kong, departure time: 4:45

2:00 p.m. conference
fly back, departure time: 2:15




Practical

B Follow the Samples

V4 Taling About a Flight Timetable

Bob is calling a receptionist for information about flights from Beijing to Hong Kong.

Receptionist:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:
R:
Bob:
R:

CAAC information. Can I help you?

Yes. Is there a flight to Hong Kong on Tuesday,
the 16th?

Yes, there is.

Is that a direct flight?

No, you have to change in Guangzhou.

Oh, how long does it stop over in Guangzhou?
From 11:50 to 12:50.

11:50 to 12:50. That’s an hour. Well, I prefer a
direct flight.

I’m sorry, but there’s no direct flight on
Tuesday.

What about Wednesday, the 17th?

There’s one on Wednesday, the 17th.

Good. What's the departure time?

8:45 a.m.. And the arrival time in Hong Kong is 11:45 in the morning.

= Talkipg About Mark's Schedule

Joe:
Mark:

Joe:

Mark:

Joe:
Mark:

Joe:
Mark:

Joe:

Mark:

Have you been busy recently?

Yes, and I have a busy schedule this week, too. This morning I need to write a
business report and this afternoon at 1:30 I'll discuss the report with the general
manager.

What'’s your schedule for tomorrow?

Tomorrow is Tuesday. I'm attending the sales meeting at 9:00 in the morning. And
in the afternoon at 3:00 I’m seeing Mr. Black, the marketing manager.

What about Wednesday?

I’'ve got an appointment at 8:30 with Mr. Anderson, the bank manager. In the
afternoon I’m taking the 4:45 flight to Hong Kong for the conference.

The conference is on Thursday, right?

Oh, yes, at 10:00 in the morning and 2:00 in the afternoon. After the conference,
I’1l be free. I'll be enjoying the weekend in Hong Kong.

When are you coming back?
I'1l take the 2:15 flight back on Friday afternoon.
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B _ActOut

Here is a group of short dialogues to talk about timetables and schedules. Follow the
examples to make more conversations with your partner.

A: Miss Wang, is there a direct train from here to Chengde?

B: No, I'm afraid not. You have to change the train in Beijing.

A: How many trains are there for Beijing every day?

B: There are several, but the fastest is the Special Express.

A: When does it leave here? And when does it arrive in Beijing?

B: The departure time is 8:37 p.m. and the arrival time is 6:08
a.m.. There are several trains from Beijing to Chengde.

— Q/ TASHK: Ask for information about the Special Express to Chengde.

What are the office hours?

Well, the office hours are from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Do you work on weekends?

On Saturdays the office is open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., but on Sundays we are closed.
What about lunch time?

: Lunch begins at 1 p.m. and lasts one hour.

— J TASK: Ask about the working hours of the ticket office.

€

A: What time does the next train to Guangzhou leave?
B: It leaves at 7: 10.

A: How long does it take to get there?

B

A

B

SErR2E>P

: It takes four hours.
Do | have to change the train anywhere?
: No, it will take you straight to Guangzhou.

J TASK: Ask for information about the time your train leaves the station.

A: Excuse me, is the 5:30 flight from Hong Kong on time?
B: No, it’s been delayed.
A: Delayed? For how long?

B: For about an hour. There has been a bad fog in Hong Kong. 4/ TASK: Ask for the expla-
nation of the delay of the

“ . .
flight you are meeting.

Refer to the Data Bank in the Workbook for More Relevant Expressions.
3
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Practical

] Mark is going to Harbin to see the Ice Lantern Exhibition. He is asking Miss Wang to

help him to find out about the train timetable. Complete the conversation with your
partner by filling in the blanks.

Mark:

Wang:
Mark:
Wang:
Mark:
Wang:
Mark:
Wang:

Miss Wang, | want to | ' | an evening train to Harbin so that | can get there the next
morning. Do you know the schedule?

Yes. | have gota - | here.
Is there a train leaving around 6?
_ one at 6:15.
When will it get there?
4) at about 8 next morning.
That's the one | need. Thank you very much.

You are

2 Imagine that you are Ann. You are telling your friend Kate about your trip to

Hangzhou.

Kate:
You:
Kate:
You:
Kate:
You:

Kate:
You:
Kate:

Hi, Ann. What'’s your plan for this weekend?
(EEEHRNM)
Oh, how interesting!
J(RABEA—EMA, ERALMEMN.)
| guess your friends would arrange your trip there.
J(ERY, ERSN—AIMEAFEFRATERS, THAP—EMALR, RERANE
FEERE.)
How wonderful! When are you coming back?
(ERRB L, RETMNSA))
| hope you have a nice weekend.

3 Now imagine you are a receptionist in a restaurant. Mr. Johnson is asking you about
the opening hours. Fill in the blanks according to the clues given in the brackets.

Mr. Johnson:
You:
Mr. Johnson:

You:

Excuse me, can | have Western meal here in this hotel?
Yes,sir. (&£ FeR T RTFBRT)
Oh, really?

(BT RTENE, SRTELE)




Mr. Johnson:
You:
Mr. Johnson:
You:

Mr. Johnson:
You:

SECTION NI

Timetables and Schedules I UNIT 1

I'd like to try some Chinese food today.
V(&R AEE L)

Would you tell me the business hours?

Certainly, sir. | (% ¥/ 7 4, 4 & F %R 498 5 7| 4 6:30£/9:00, 11:30%]2:00, 5:30

#| 9:00) ;

That's rather convenient. Thank you.

Sl(a B RLER)

eing All Ears

| _Listen and Decode

] Listen to Dialogue 1 and decode the information by filling in Susan’s schedule.

March 2005
Monday

have a meeting

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

| Listen and Respond

2 Listen to the dialogue again and then answer the following questions orally.

OO hs WN =

When is the conversation taking place?

At what time is Susan having a meeting that day?
When is Susan to meet Jack?

What does Susan ask Ann to do?

When do you think Susan will meet Ann?

Why can’t Susan meet Ann this week?
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| Listen and Complete

3 Now listen to Dialogue 2 and then fill in the missing numbers.

The caller wants to go to London for a meeting at | on the morning of the
He needs to get there on the evening of the | . He doesn’'t want the | flight
because it is too early. The next flight which leaves at = is not OK for him either. Finally
he decides to book a seat on the | © flight. He will arrive in London at

j Listen and Judge

4 Now listen to the dialogue again and try to do the multiple choice exercise.

1 The man is booking a flight to London to

a see his friends b attend a meeting c¢ report for work d do business
2 When does the man get out of work?

a At3:30. b At4:15. ¢ At5:00. d At6:45.
3 How many hours does it take to get to London?

a One. b Oneandahalf. ¢ Two. ~d Two and a half.
4 How many flights are mentioned in the dialogue?

a One. b Two. ¢ Three. d Four.

SECTIONIN
Maintaining a Sharp Eye

g

PAssace; 4
1 &

In social activities it is always emphasized to be punctual, to have a strong conception of time.
If you fail to keep your promise or do not come on time and thus keep your host waiting, that is very
impolite. It's hard to imagine what will happen if there is such an activity as a banquet, interview, or
meeting, yet all people concerned do not come on time. If you are asked to meet a foreign guest at
the airport or at the railway station and you go so late that the guest has come before you arrive,
how anxious and embarrassed he will be when he, as a stranger to the place, sees no person
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meeting him! The same is true with the activity of seeing off a foreign guest. If you arrive so late at
the airport or railway station to find the guest has gone already, what'’s the use of your going there?

So, as a host, whenever there is an activity, you should come to the place ahead of schedule
so as to wait for the guests to come. Don't let the guests wait for you. It's very impolite. Those who
are to help entertain the guests should also come earlier than the guests. But for a guest, at what
time is it proper to come? You should be punctual. That is, neither too early, nor too late. If it is too
early, the host may not get the things ready. If it is too late, you may keep the host waiting. Anyone,
guest or host, who is really late for a social activity, should apologize to those who have already
been there.

After making an appointment, generally, don’t change it as that is impolite. If you do have to
change, you should inform the person by telephone or with a written note as soon as possible, so
that he or she can make a rearrangement. Sometimes, an appointment has been already made,
but something unexpected happens and you find no time to inform the person concerned. In this
case, you should make an apology to the person afterwards.

I _Read and Think

] Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1 What is emphasized in social activities?

2 How will a foreign guest feel if you are late in getting to the airport to meet him?

3 When should the guests come to a social activity?

4 If you are late for a social activity, what should you do?

5 What should you do if you cannot inform the person concerned of the change of an appointment?

] Read and Complete

2 Fill in the blanks without referring to the passage.

The author emphasizes the importance of ' | and - promise. In social
activities it is important to have a strong of time and be punctual. Try not to be late
for a social activity as it is impolite to keep other people “ | . As a host, you should come
to the place ahead of | © | so as to wait for the (¢} to come. As a guest, you

7



