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Superb Beauty in Blue and White

Analyzing the Unique Artistic Magic of Blue-and-white Porcelain

"Tang poetry, Song lyric, Yuan drama, Ming furniture and Qing fiction", a popular idiom in Chinese folk culture, does
generally describe the culture through the dynasties. Among Chinese ancient wares, the art of blue-and-white porcelain

spanned the historical periods, with its serene magic prevailing and thus reviving people's love and adoration for it.
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In my memory, there was a big black cabinet before the
front wall of the main hall in Grandma's quadrangle, sacredly
on which there were symmetrical couplets, tiger paintings,
Arhat sculptures, blue-and-white pair vases, blue-and-white
hat stands and blue-and-white incense burners. Later, the
Arhat sculptures and blue-and-white pair vases were broken
and buried in the fire-fighting water pool in the backyard by
the Red Guards, and the quadrangle was also pulled down in
the 1980s. What I had saved after going back my hometown
were two blue-and-white jars with the character %

Chappiness) , and a square table in golden-red paint, which
are still put in my mother's home and have become the most
valuable and pleasing ornament of the whole family. We have
appreciated numerous elaborate blue-and-white porcelains in
Musée Guimet and Palace of Fontainebleau of France, in the
British Museum, in the Xanadu of Lorenzo Medici in
Florence, in the tour exhibitions of the Palace Museum of
China, and in many folk collections. Since I teach the art of
color in a fine arts academy, I especially prefer the glaze
color, painting techniques and charm of blue-and-white
porcelain. Each time I seek in the market and finally find a
blue-and-white porcelain potsherd, no matter how small it is,
my heart is filled with excitement, overwhelmed by mania for
the color of blue-and-white porcelain. In the art of Chinese
ancient porcelain, blue-and-white is my favorite among the
color gamuts such as the polychrome, overglaze color and
famille rose.

A vast amount of blue-and-white porcelain emerged from
the sea during the live salvage of "Nan'ao No. 1" ancient ship,
which witnessed the early cultural and commercial exchange
between China and foreign countries. With surprise, we
exclaim over the long history of Chinese ceramic art,
presenting the bright Chinese civilization in the multiform
world of blue and white. Thus, it's no wonder China got its
name from china. Blue-and-white porcelain was pushed
upward to an artistic and commercial peak when "Gui Guzi
Descends the Mountain", a blue-and-white porcelain jar of
the Yuan Dynasty, set an auction record for single artwork in
the world with the price of more than RMB 200 million yuan.
It seems to tell us that people have realized, at least from the

angle of cultural and artistic value, the unique rareness and
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