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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

John (Jack) London was born in 1876 in San Francisco,
California. He spent most of his childhood in the Bay Area
of California before settling in Oakland.

London completed grade school, but at the age of four-
teen he went to work to support his family. He served on a
fish patrol and hunted seals in the the Pacific Ocean, among
other pursuits. After he got into trouble with the law, he went
back to school. He was accepted into college, but stayed for
only six months.

London then traveled to seek his fortune in Canada’s Yukon
Territory during the gold rush. When he returned to San
Francisco, he began writing about his adventures. In addi-
tion to short stories, newspaper articles, and essays, London
wrote a number of classics, including White Fang and The
Call of the Wild.

He died in 1916 in Santa Rosa, California.
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1

DANGER IN THE WILD

S pruce trees shivered in a lonely passage of the wild
Northland. Down a frozen waterway, a string of dogs
toiled tirelessly. Frost coated their bristly fur.

The six dogs were bound with a leather harness. Leather
strings attached them to the birch bark sled they worked to
pull. The sled did not have runners. It rested on the snow.
Many things were attached to the sled. The most prominent'
was a casket. ‘

Two men toiled with the dogé and kept the sled moving.
Both wore wide snow shoes. One struggled as he ran ahead
of the sled and dogs. The other struggled as he ran behind.
On the sled, in the box, lay a third man, whose struggles were
over. The Wild had conquered and beaten him down. Now
he was silent, like the opponent that had won the battle.

The wilderness dislikes movement. It freezes water. It
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drives sap from trees until they are frozen to their mighty
hearts. It stops men in their tracks. Yet these two men, cov-
- ered with frost, kept moving like ghostly specters.

The day had almost ended. When they stopped to set up
camp, the two men heard a faint cry of wolves from far away
on the still air. Then it slowly died away.

“They’re after us, Bill,” said the man at the front of the
sled.
“No wonder. Meat is scarce,” his comrade answered.

Their wolf dogs, gathered on the far side of the fire, snarled
and bickered among themselves, but the men knew that the
animals would not stray into the darkness.

“Seems to me, Henry, they’re staying pretty close to camp,”
Bill said.

“They know where their hides is safe,” Henry said.
“They’d sooner eat grub than be grub.”

While Bill fed the dogs, suddenly one of the dogs ran across
the snow carrying a fish in its mouth. Yet there were still six
dogs in camp.

“Did you see that?” Bill asked.
“Yeah,” said Henry. “You thinking it was one of them?”
he added as a wailing cry came from the darkness.

12
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Bill nodded as cry after cry, and answering cries, broke
the silence. The dogs betrayed their fear by huddling together.
They were so close to the fire that the heat scorched their
fur. Bill threw more wood into the fire.

“Henry, this man’s luckier than we’ll ever be,” Bill said,
nodding.toward the casket. “When we die, we’ll be lucky if
we get enough stones over our carcasses to keep the dogs off
of us. We can’t afford a proper funeral. This man was a lord
or something in his own country.”

“Poor chap. He might have lived to a ripe old age if he’d
had the sense to stay at home,” Henry agreed.

Bill didn’t speak. Instead, he pointed toward a pair of eyes
that gleamed like live coals in the darkness. Then Henry saw

a second pair of eyes, and a third. A circle of gleaming eyes
had drawn around their camp.

Their dogs became uneasy and scrambled around the men
and the fire.

“Henry, too bad we don’t have more ammo,” Bill said. “I
wish we had never started on this trip and that we were al-
ready at Fort McGurry.”

Henry grunted in agreement.

The men slept, breathing heavily, as the fire died down. |
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