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Tell me and I'll forget. Show me, and | may nbl__
understand. .

Teaching Objectives

1. The task of an excellent teacher is to stimulate apparently ordinary people to exert unusual efforts.
The tough problem is not in identifying winners: it is in making winners out of ordinary people. The
two texts in this unit center on teaching and learning. Text A tells the story of how a teacher of
creative writing kindles the students’ interest in writing. Text B touches upon the age-old question of
whether it should be recommended to know more about less or less about more.

2. By learning this unit, students will be able to grasp the main idea and structure of the texts, master
the key language points, new words, grammatical structures and translation skills. And students will
also be able to improve their oral communication skills and reading competence through performing
the relevant tasks.

3. Writing Focus in this unit deals with note writing. With the aid of the instructions and practices in this
part, students will be able to produce correct writing about notes.

Lead-in

A. Look at the picture and discuss with your partner the following questions.
1. What do you think will be the topic of this unit?
2. Describe and comment on the cartoon.
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B. Listening Practice
Listen to the short passage about teaching style.
Pre-listening Task
List teaching styles as many as possible, according to your experience in high schools and
colleges.

[ Script)

What is a good teaching style? Because we all have different learning styles, it should be fairly
evident that a variety of teaching styles is needed. Also, different subjects clearly require more or
less direction from the teacher, and some subjects more easily lend themselves to student centered
activities than do others. Therefore, a good teacher should know which styles they work best with, but
should work at developing a variety of styles.

Helping students to link what they are learning to daily living experiences keeps them engaged and
motivated in the learning process. The effective teacher is constantly making decisions about how to
present information to achieve this, as well as monitoring and adjusting presentations to accommodate
individual differences and enhance the learning of all students.

Even in a single class period, a teacher can design different phases of the class to correspond to
different teaching methods where the teacher takes on more or less involved roles depending on the
activity.

According to Felder and Solomon, who developed an index for learning styles, “when planning and
developing instructional material, strive for a balance of teaching styles to match the various learning
styles.” If you vary the styles used, you are more likely to effectively teach students according to the
style that works best for them. When you are using a style that does not exactly match some students’

particular learning preference, it will still help them learn how to adapt to a reality they will have to face
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in life (not everyone will adapt to their needs), and the variety will ensure that at some point you are
using the best style for everyone. “It is recognized that it is difficult to match with every learning style
and therefore, a portfolio of teaching styles is recommended.”

Post-listening task
Answer the following questions.
1. Why should a good teacher develop a variety of teaching styles?
Because students have different learning styles, and different subjects require different teaching
styles.

2. Why do teachers need to help students to link what they are learning to daily living experiences?
Because they will keep students engaged and motivated in the learning process.

3. Do teachers have to stick to one particular teaching method in a single class period?
No, teachers can resort to different teaching methods depending on the activity.

4. What effect will you get if you vary the style used?
You are more likely to effectively teach students according to the style that works best for them.

5. What's the conclusion of this talk?
A portfolio of teaching styles is recommended.

Reading Focus

Text A

First Reading

Read the text and then answer the questions in the left margin.

Excuses
Frank McCourt’

( Chinese ) {51

My students forged the notes. I turned them into a lesson plan.

( Chinese ) A M1t48 R4, KAl CNEH—MRERF TR,

[ Note 1) Frank McCourt: Born on Aug. 19, 1930 in Brooklyn, New York, to Irish
immigrant parents. Upon graduation from New York University, he went to work for
the New York City Public School System, where he taught for 27 years. After years of
teaching creative writing to young people, McCourt determined to write his own life

story — Angela’s Ashes, which was an instant bestseller.
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Why didn’t the author
scold Mikey when he
caught him forging an
excuse note?

Because he knew only
too well that most excuse
notes were forged by
students themselves, and
if he were to confront
each forger he’d be busy
all day long.

I was in my third year of teaching creative writing at Ralph McKee Vocational
School in Staten Island?, New York, when one of my students, 16-year-old Mikey, gave

me a note from his mother. It explained his absence from class the day before:

( Note 2 ) Staten Island: A borough of New York City situated primarily on the
island of the same name. It is separated from New Jersey by the Arthur Kill and the
Kill Van Kull, and from the rest of New York by New York Bay. With a population of
about 477,377, Staten Island is the least populated of the five boroughs but is the third
largest in area.

( Chinese ) iX 2 S/ AL MBS IR X ELRLFREZFHGE =
£ M6 LA LB FAERLR—KLFIFEHET, THRTRBET KL
W — R ARG R A

H <Dear Mr. McCourt, Mikey’s grandmother who is eighty years of age fell down the
stairs from too much coffee and I kept Mikey at home to take care of her and his baby
sister so I could go to my job at the ferry terminal. Please excuse Mikey and he’ll do
his best in the future. P.S. His grandmother is ok.”

[ Language Point ] ... fell down the stairs from too much coffee:

“From” here is a preposition indicating “because of sth.”
e.g. Her hair was still damp from her walk in the rain.
She’s been suffering badly from stress.

(Chinese) “ELwAXHi4, XANTHEOAFTHTHTLES P
b, MR EHT Tk, KGbkL B AR L IRAMG A F D IRk, XA
B LT g 2 Ab R 5 & EIE, KRIER LGB, OB —EEHAFI., X
B R FARE”

I had seen Mikey writing the note at his desk, using his left hand to disguise his
handwriting. I said nothing. Most parental-excuse notes I received back in those days
were penned by my students.* They’d been forging excuse notes since they learned to

write, and if I were to confront each forger I’d be busy 24 hours a day.

( Note 3 ] Most parental-excuse notes I received back in those days were penned
by my students: Back in those days, most of the excuse notes which were supposed to
be written by parents were actually written by students themselves.

( Language Point ) I had seen Mikey writing the note ...:

Generally speaking, active verbs pertaining to the senses can be followed by a plain
infinitive or a present participle. There is some disagreement regarding the use of these

two grammatical forms. Some say that if the reference is to the entire action, a plain
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infinitive is to be preferred. Otherwise, a present participle is to be preferred.

e.g. Before we realized it, we saw a deer run across the road just in front of our car.
Thankfully, he got to the other side safely, because we could not have avoided
hitting him.

Before we realized it, we saw a deer running across the road, right in front of us.
We put on our brakes quickly and just missed hitting him by an inch, as he leapt
quickly out of the path of the car.

The first sentence describes a completed action; the observer saw the entire action

of the deer’s running across the road. The second sentence describes an incomplete

action; the deer was in the middle of running across the road when we saw him. This
sentence could be paraphrased to read: “... we saw a deer while he was running
across the road.”

(Chinese) X%, ZAARARANAER LBEXRETH, RAEFEFH,
WAL TR, B 2%, e, BRI K S HFTHRLFFHFTHR
FAATEN, RIAFLEFHNERTEHEFBRET ., RAZAGH
— A, K240 RERT.

1 threw Mikey’s note into a desk drawer along with dozens of other notes. While
my classes took a test, I decided to read all the notes I’d only glanced at before. I made
two piles, one for the genuine ones written by mothers, the other for forgeries. The

- second was the larger pile, with writing that ranged from imaginative to lunatic.

( Language Point ] along with: ... along with dozens of other notes ...
“Along with” is used for mentioning additional people or things that are also included
or involved in something.
e.g. Henry was arrested along with eleven other men.
Along with many other people, I'm very worried about the situation.
( Language Point ] dozens of: lots of
e.g. I must have mentioned him dozens of times in my letters.
Nine people were killed and dozens were injured in street clashes.
( Chinese) Afek £t 4 TR K S P AG— AR THMEBL, £
FAMMIE, KREE—EAAXERARRYE T —RGFRE, Riee
SRFEM, —HAAEHFAEREEY, A thike, thdaR s, A—
K, HEREHAL), AENBRTAE,

I was having an epiphany.*

( Note 4 ) T was having an epiphany: I was suddenly becoming aware of the fact

that the students, though whining about how hard it was to write 200 words on any



