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Mystery of the White Gardenia’
By Marsha Arons

MI12FR EHERTEAARAALK-RGIRT I 247
AR 4 R ARE A

Every year on my birthday, from the time | turned 12, a white gardenia was
delivered to my house in Bethesda, Md.? No card or note came with it. Calls to
the florist® were always in vain — it was a cash purchase'. After a while |
stopped trying to discover the sender's identity and just delighted in the beauty
and heady® perfume of that one magical, perfect white flower nestled® in soft

pink tissue paper.

But | never stopped imagining wh
my happiest:

exciting bu
My mother-ico .
someone for whom | had done a special kindness who might be showing appreci-

ation. Perhaps: eighbor I'd helped when she was unloadi wg a car full of gro-

ceries. Or
during the wil . As a teen-

ager, thou had a crush

on'' or one
When |\

| cried myself to sleep”. When | awoke in the morning. there was a message

scribbled”™ on my mirror in red lipstick: “Heartily know'" , when half-gods go.
the gods arrive. ” | thought about that guotation from Emerson for a long time,
and until my heart healed, | left it where my mother had written it. When I finally
went to get the glass cleaner, my mother knew everything was all right again.

| don’t remember ever slamming'® my door in anger at her and shouting.

“You just don't understand!” Because she did understand.

o
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One month before my high-school graduation. my father died of a heart at-
tack. My feelings ranged from grief to abandonment. fear and overwhelming an-
ger that my dad was missing some of the most important events in my life. | be-
came completely uninterested in my upcoming graduation. the senior-class play
and the prom. ™ But my mother. in the midst of her own grief. would not hear of”
my skipping'® any of those things.

The day bef

prom dress. We'c

re my father died. my‘m‘other and | had gone“’s‘hoppmg for a

d a spectacular one. with yards andzyagds of* dotted

swiss® in red, wh blue. It made me feel like Scarlett O'Hara®' . but it was

the wrong size. W en my father died, | forgot about the dress.
My mother didn't
right size

The day before the prom. | found that dress in the

estically” over the living-room sofa. It wasn't just de-

livered. still i artistically. lov-

X. It was presented to me — bea_utifu!k!jy.,;,

tive. imbued® with a senSe that thereuw’as magic in the wOrId and beauty even in
the face of adversity”. In truth. my mother wanted her children to see them-
selves much like the gardenia -~ lovely, strong and perfect — with an aura” of
magic and perhaps a bit of mystery.

My mother died ten days after | was married. | was 22. That was the year
the gardenia stopped coming.

From Reader's Digest

BiA & = NOTES

1. gardenia [ga:'dinjo] n. #EF7E. —FhaREAR A NH G,

Md. abbr. Maryland & H 22 JH (L [E M %) .

florist [ 'florist] n.  FER# . FhEA .

cash purchase BL& WL . 5 T Z 8 B0 4 30 0l A A il S0 B

heady ['hedil adj. 4 A4AR9.4 A VIREN .

nestle ['nesl] vi. fB4{K. Q. A dog nestled at her feet. (— 4 Ji & {f 7 Ltk A9
i)

» a & W



10.

11.
. cried myself to sleep 9@2’65‘&%?’“@ fi 1

. scribble [ 'skribl] v, i HH L

. Heartily know  iX f] 4 Alﬁﬂu}}éfﬂ H :*We know profoundly that..."”

. slam [slem] v.  H8A G BUBE"HY G L. 0. slam the door at sb. (& 5 A

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
. Scarlett O'Hara (&L [1E RO h e AL

22,

23.
24.

25.

26.

. eccentric [ik'sentrik | adj. M. E M. Q. She is so eccentric that she is re-

garded as a bit of a curiosity. (fidE+ k. BEAF A

. contribute to e fE vk . {238 . B IS . 0. Laissez-faire policy result in increase

gconomic activity. but contribute to a rise in import. ( { {1 iU TR S L FFE
B A0 2 7RI D
retrieve [ ri'trisv | vt. K& . HCl. 4.1 should like to retrieve my umbrella which |
left in the car. (S AR F 46 4 b iy o i i )
venture "'ventfo| v. H . 40:Nothing venture. nothing have. (i) A A FE 7.
BHIETD
have a crush on sb. (1) PRZSE A CIRIR L& 15N .

g oF

WD) .

prom [prom] n. (K¢ iR FAD PN ES.

not hear of (%5 will. would. could 5% Hi) A & AT A T H 1,

skip [skip vt. A& Ak

yards and yards of % . lll.He remembered yards and yards of facts and figures.
Cft iC T 1R Lk 9 5 50 R HR A9 B0 )

swiss [ swis| n. A . 820 . = Swiss muslin.

drape [ dreip | vt.  fdi#sFS B fdi bifi i &4k 40| took off my overcoat and
draped it over the back of the booth. (J§ 5 J: kA< T & FE1E Ry 45 F )
majestically _ma'dsestikoli| adv. TV L. g U

imbue [im'bju:] vt. ;'ééﬁi.ftfi;%;‘;ﬂﬁj]; 1 : The Egyptian poor are deeply imbued
with the teachings of Islam. (t{&?ﬁ? A7 BT S B R L)

adversity [od'vaisoti] n.  AE. K D_““u i ; Adversity is a good discipline.
COPED b R bR N 0 d b Y T )

aura ['oira] . R H U4, 40 She always seems to have an aura of happiness a-

bout her. (i 45§ &2 = IETERT L)

#E R B Y PATTERNS

1. Some of my happiest moments were spent daydreaming about someone
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wonderful and exciting but too shy or eccentric to make known his or
her identity.

RiE A M E T HA4 K “Some of my happiest moments were spent
daydreaming”, Bl spend + time + v.-ing, ) {#H THNEL.
someone — i) ) E 1% 1R 1< , & wonderful, exciting, A & —4 too
o to L BEHRBHE . “known” R R iE £ B iE & “his or her
identity”, Jy T - 4 UL M A & .

2. My feelings ranged from grief to abandonment, fear and overwhelming
anger that my dad was missing some of the most important events in
my life.

S EMX ATE A B 2 range, H & 8 & “change, vary”, that g

FOMNEEEBERE R R ER LS BHEEZHEMERA.
.1 am truly filled with happiness that | am a devoted friend and
helper of human race. ( FH LR = 2%, B R E AN BL A &
M F O
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Give All to Love A&tk -Y)

By Ralph Waldo Emerson

Give all to love; &t —1],

Obey thy heart; Ak MARHET.Co s

Friends. kindred. days. HA& . %B .0 H.
Estate, good fame, %%, 0f 7,

Plans, credit, and the muse; %1 .{5 5 & &,
Nothing refuse.  {} 4 #BREHK 75 .

'Tis a brave master. T E—7THEHHFEA.



