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Abstract

The UIA established the Professional Practice Commission (UIA-PPC or the Com-
mission) in June 1994 at a UIA Council Meeting in Tokyo. The Commission is structured
to facilitate communication between UIA member sections on the subject of architectural
practice. Its mission is to establish a mechanism for the international community of archi-
tects to objectively establish standards and practices that will best serve community inter-
ests through principles of equivalency, mutual recognition and information sharing. Any
UIA member section may designate a member to participate in the work of the Commis-
sion, which works to establish principles of professionalism and standards that promote
public health, safety, and welfare. The Commission and its parent body the UIA hold the
position that inter-recognition of standards of professionalism and competence are in the
interest of both the public and the profession. So, in 1999, the XXI UIA Assembly unan-
imously adopted the UIA Accord on Recommended International Standards of Profession-
alism in Architectural Practice. The Accord is an advisory document intended to be used
by member sections to provide a more stable footing for international negotiations on at-
chitectural services and projects.

This book describes the background of the UIA Professional Practice Commission and
the content and history of its mission, policies, and guidelines. It also analyzes the posi-
tion of professional architectural practice in China and describes how to become a profes-
sional architect. The book focuses on changes to the UIA Accord and guidelines and new
trends in international architectural practice. By outlining the relationship between UIA
policy issues and recommended guidelines, and explaining the evolution of key principles
and their proposition, revision, discussion, and amendment, this book helps the reader to
understand the background and debates underlying the UIA Accord. The book supple-
ments discussion with relevant cases and historical documents, and includes interviews
with former joint secretary and co-director of UIA-PPC in China.
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