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I consider it an honor to have
been asked to provide a brief preface
to this publication of a textbook on
Russian history written especially
for Chinese readers. Among other
things, it gives me an opportunity to
thank individuals and former stu-
dents from other lands whose contri-
butions to my life were quite deci-
sive in expanding my intellectual
horizon and my perception of the
world.

During my many years of
teaching at the University of Min-
nesota, I had the good fortune to
work with a number of excellent
graduate students interested in Rus-
sian history from different parts of
the world. Several of these students
were from Korea and Japan, some
were from China and some were
from Taiwan. One of these students
was the author of the present text-

book, Yun-yi Ho, a graduate of the
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National Taiwan University. Though
primarily a student of Chinese histo-
ry, he consistently displayed a strong
interest in Russian history. It was an
intellectual pleasure to have him in
my lecture and seminar courses. Yun
-yi Ho retained his strong interest in
Russian history and continued to
teach it during his entire professional
career at the college level. In a way,
he remained a vital symbolic link for
me between Chinese and Russian
cultures and I always looked forward
to his return visits to Minnesota.

I was therefore delighted when
I heard that he was working on a
book on Russian history. In several
conversations with him, I was made
to understand that his objective was
to provide a manual which would be
useful for Chinese readers wherever
they may happen to be: mainland
China, Taiwan, or overseas. It is es-
pecially important that such a book
comes from the pen of a scholar
whose sensibility does honor to both
Russian history, the subject of the
book at hand, and to Chinese history

and culture. Readers of this work

AL ayg, EaLBERE
HEN LR — BB AAE
o HEAR, AR EXRE
B p B LA T Rl Z80 &
—En iR EadRRER
o

TR EMEAERE — AR
BUTRES 0E 0, RALSHE,
SAb R R IRIE I IRIE, FrftE
L EM B LT HT AT H,
B K AR O AR R
Ryg—RARANEREL L, 2 €24
&y BAT AL g —EHREY
fup @B S AR R R T B
HFZF, RELTRATFIREH
AR 3 Sh 4R B AT B R B Y R A
HE, ETAHL A EESARR
—b#. REZMA, H#ELH
BIRBLE 1%, AEITHOAATE ey 16
Ay M RLE XL GHE—
&7 A



KX A 3

will be able to appreciate the basic
forces which have shaped Russian
history and compare them with those
in Chinese history. Most important-
ly, hopefully readers of this volume
will advance their understanding be-
yond the old prejudices toward these
states and societies.

In the new global realities, un-
derstanding the historical past may
help us avoid some of its vengeance
on the present. Understanding the
historical past of Russia is crucial,
for, despite the changes that have
taken place in the land mass former-
ly known as the Soviet Union,
geopolitically, demographically, eco-
nomically, and culturally Russia is
destined to continue to play a pivotal
role on the great Eurasian plateau

and beyond.

Theofanis G. Stavrou
Professor of History
University of Minnesota

February 10, 2004
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