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Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus (1466—1536): A
Dutch Renaissance humanist. He was a classical scholar
who wrote in a ‘pure” Latin style and enjoyed the sobriquet
“Prince of the Humanists.” He has been called “The
crowning glory of the Christian humanists.” Using humanist
techniques for working on texts, he prepared important new
Latin and Greek editions ofthe New Testament. These
raised questions that would be influential in the Protestant
Reformation and Catholic Counter-Reformation. Erasmus
lived through the Reformation period and he

consistently criticized some contemporary |

popular Christian beliefs.

Nothing is more terrible than ignorance in action.
— Desiderius Erasmus
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Background Information

Industrialization, economic development and population pressure have in the past two centuries
combined to result in a rapid loss of biological diversity and an acceleration in the number of species
disappearing from the face of the earth. According to the [IUCN (International Union for Conservation
of Nature), in the last 500 years human activity has forced 816 species to extinction. As biological
diversity is lost, we also lose the possibility of tapping as yet unknown resources for agriculture,
industry, and health care.

China’s biological resources are among the world’s richest. This is not only due to its size, but
also due to the tremendous diversity of habitats it provides for wild plants and animals. The world’s
highest and lowest points are in Chinese territory, and it has a variety of ecosystems that is unequalled
elsewhere, from glaciers to coral reefs, from deserts to tropical rainforests. As a result, China’s

diversity of wild plants and animals is greater than all of North America or Europe, and equal to one-
eighth of all species on Earth.

Basic facts

@ There are over 385 threatened species in China (according to the IUCN Red List)
@ Giant pandas have lost half their habitat between 1974 and 1989

@ In the past century, the world lost over 90% of its tiger population; in China, there are only
about 90 tigers left in the wild

@ Endangered species in China include the giant panda, golden monkey, South China tiger,



Siberian tiger, Asian elephant, black-necked crane, crested ibis, saunders’ gull, dugong, Yangtze river
dolphin, plus many lesser-known species. '

Key threats ,

@ Habitat loss, fragmentation, and degradation because of human activities such as logging or
mineral exploitation

@ Wildlife trade and the illegal hunting of species such as musk deer and bears, whose body
parts are used in traditional Chinese medicines

@ Pollution and climate change

Solutions

The best way to preserve biological diversity is to maintain flora and fauna in their natural
ecosystems. This can be achieved by controlling unsustainable actions such as poaching, as well as by
setting up protected areas, and encouraging sustainable use of natural resources. Because the existence
of flora and fauna are also threatened by pollution and climate change, sustainable development and
the decrease of wasteful consumption in affluent areas are ultimately the key.

Read the passage on page 124 (TB* 200) and learn the useful
expressions related to endangered species.

Go online and research information concerning human beings’
impact on the species in danger and the reasons accounting for
the devastating situation.

*TB: Teacher’s Book
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Describing the Picture

Task 2

I'eaching Tips

. This task is designed to prepare students for the topic “Come and see nature in its whole. No

cages. All fun.”

2. Ask students to describe the picture with their peers.
3. Here are some questions for students to discuss: What is the implication of the picture? What may be

the best way to preserve animals in danger?

Describe the picture first and then discuss what might be the most appropriate title for the picture.

Reflecting on the Reading

Teaching Tips

1.
2.

This task is designed to check students’ understanding of the reading material.
Ask students to answer the following questions.

Read through the Supplementary Reading on page 124 (TB 200), and answer the
following questions.

1.

Why did Smits name the little orangutan “Uce”?

Answer: Smits named her Uce, for the gasping sounds she’d been making when he rescued her.
What are the responsibilities of Smits’ organization, the Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation
(BOS) ?

Answer: It takes in orphaned or displaced animals and resettles them in protected rainforests.

. What inspiration did Smits gain on the mission to save the endangered orangutan?

Answer: He learned the fact that we human cannot survive once we lose other species; our
fates are linked.
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4. Why did Smits fail to make a big difference to slow down the decline in the orangutan population
despite his dedication?
Answer: Increased illegal logging as well as the booming of palm oil business resulted in
deforestation, which brought a series of severe consequences that devastated the
orangutans’ natural habitat.

wn

What measure did Smits adopt for the sake of saving orangutans in 2003?
Answer: He grew a new rainforest, designed as a refuge for orangutans and a model for a new
kind of human community.

Task 3 Expanding Your Vocabulary

Teaching Tips

1. This task is designed to enlarge students’ vocabulary and improve their ability to explain words
in English.
2. Ask students to match the words with the correct meaning and memorize the English explanations.

Read through the words in the left-band column, and match each of them with the
appropriate meaning in the right-hand column.

1. reflect A. most important

2. reserve B. to show the nature of or express (sth)

3. venture C. to dare to go (somewhere dangerous or unpleasant)

4. essential D. area of land reserved especially as a habitat for nature conservation
5. convert E. to make sth continue at the same level, standard, etc.

6. maintain E. to change or make sth change from one form, purpose, system, etc.

to another

Key: 1-B 2-D 3-C 4-A 5-F 6-E

A udio Studio

Word Bank

1. roam v.  to walk or travel without any definite aim or destination % %

2. macaque n B (AEFEEAHE, BA, AF T KAL)

3. accustom v.  to make yourself/sb familiar with sth or become used to it 4 3 1 -F

4. problematic adj. full of problems /= % ¥ # #4

5. habitat n.  natural environment of an animal or a plant (¥R 8) £
GRS

6. urbanize  v.  to change (especially a rural place) into a town-like area 4% (£
BRAHEK) WFIL

7. encroach  v. tointrude A

8. raid v.  to enter a place, usually using force, and steal from it & &

9. ecosystem #n.  all the plants and living creatures in a particular area considered

in relation to their physical environment £ 5 2% /
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Task 1 Identifying the Gist

Teaching Tips

1. This task is designed to train students to understand the general idea of the audio clip.
2. Tell them not to worry about individual words but to focus on understanding the whole passage.
3. Play the audio clip and ask students to make the correct choices.

Listen to the audio clip, and choose the right answers to the questions.

1. What s scientists’ biggest concern about macaques?
A) The sharp decline in number.
B) The rapid urbanization of Singapore. v/

C) The devastating natural environment.

[39]

What accounts for monkeys running from reserves into the city?
A) It is hard for them to find food in their habitat.
B) They enjoy living side by side with humans.

C) There is not much space left for them.

Task 2 Checking the Facts

Teaching Tips

This task is designed to train students to focus on important details.

Ask students to read the statements quickly and prepare for the listening.

Play the audio clip again and direct students’ attention to the detailed information.
Allow students some time to complete the statements.

i D W N =

Ask students to repeat the sentences and memorize the key phrases or sentence structures.

Listen to the audio clip again and fill in the blanks according to what you have heard.
Repeat the sentences after you have completed them.

1. There are also some parts of the island that still reflect how it used to look before urban
development took over.

2. 'The macaques have grown accustomed to being fed, so they look to humans as a source of food.
3. As the monkeys depend more on humans for food, they venture further from their natural habitat.
4. These macaques are French species so they live on the edges of the rainforests.

a1

After all, the macaques are essential to maintaining the rainforest’s ecosystem.

While some visitors to Singapore expect a high-tech city, there are also some parts of the island
that still reflect how it used to look before urban development took over.

In one of the main Central Nature Reserves, monkeys still roam freely, living side by side with
humans. The macaques have grown accustomed to being fed, so they look to humans as a source

of food. But this in itself is problematic. As the monkeys depend more on humans for food, they
venture further from their natural habitat, a phenomenon that has worried experts.

There is just not enough space. Essentially, in much of Southeast Asia we’ve seen a lot of habitat
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loss where rainforest has been destroyed and converted into human settlement. Singapore is a very
urbanized city, and it’s taken a lot of space, so there is not much space left for long-tailed macaques.

We really need to stop encroaching into nature reserves. We need to stop building the houses
so nearby the reserves, which then causes the problem of the macaques coming into people’s houses
and raiding them. These macaques are French species so they live on the edges of the rainforests.
If humans keep building the houses so near the reserves, there will definitely be a constant human-
macaque conflict issue.

After all, the macaques are essential to maintaining the rainforest’s ecosystem. More should be

done to protect them.

V ideo Studio

Word Bank

* statistics  n.  (pl) collection of information shown in numbers %3t % #

% capture v.  to succeed in representing (sb/sth) in a picture, on film etc. #32
(BERYR P XA/ £

1. odyssey n. long adventurous journey K i& &) § 4742

2. expanse n. wide and open area of (land, sea, etc.) (Rkh. #F 4 49) ) Hwy
X 3%

* hostile adj. showing strong dislike, or enmity # & &)

3. bison n. JLEFF

4. grizzly n.  (also grizzly bear) & fi& (/* T4t %)

5. extinct adj. (especially of a type of animal, etc.) no longer in existence (145
XM HHF) R

6. endanger v. to cause danger to (sb/sth) £ &, £F

7. sobering  adj. making you feel serious and think carefully 1& i/ B2#5, 1% 44344

8. catastrophe 7. sudden great disaster or misfortune % 4w 3t & #9 X % 2

% companion .  person or animal that goes with, or spends much time with (48
1 69) AR

9. biosphere  z.  the part of the earth’s surface and atmosphere in which plants
and animals can live 445

* inthe midstof  in the middle of an event, situation or activity &--- ¥ ]

10. Potomac HAEDAT (LR AR ELTA, oﬁ%‘é’##—iﬁ)
* California ARBEEMN (B il il bl e =
* A FkF L

Task 1 Matching & Predicting

Teaching Tips

1. This task is designed to train students to identify key information and familiarize them with

useful expressions.



AzurzEm E)r @ gEH BXFEs%EH

2. Allow students some time to complete the statements with the given phrases.
3. Pair up students. Have them discuss the answers and predict the topic of the video clip.
4. Play the video clip and check the answers.

Complete the following statements with the phrases given below. Predict what will be talked
about in the video. Then check your answers after watching the video clip.

driving across make the effort are known as expanse of  go extinct

1. These creatures are known as statistics by most people.
Maybe we can make the effort to keep them with us here on earth.

America seems to be an endless expanse of hostile wildness.

Human beings did not even know it was possible for a species to go extinct.
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When you are driving across America, you understand why so many plants and animals are

endangered.
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Task 2 Checking Your Comprehension

Teaching Tips

1. This task is designed to train students to grasp important information.

2. Before playing the video clip again, ask students to answer the following questions from memory.
3. Play this part of the video clip (0'00'-2'10""). Ask students to focus on the key information.

4. Allow students enough time to answer the following questions.

Watch this part of the video clip and answer the following questions.

1. What places have the two photographers visited?
Answer: The whole of America.
2. What is the mission of the two photographers?
Answer: To take photos of endangered animals.
3. What was the common enemy that the first Europeans on America had to conquer?
Answer: Nature.
4. How many species have slipped into extinction?
Answer: Hundreds of species.
5. Why are so many plants and animals in danger?

Answer: They are losing their homes.

Task 3 Bridging the Gap

Teaching Tips

1. 'This task is designed to train students to take down key information through viewing.



