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Abstract

John H. -Herz is one of the outstanding masters of
international thoughts of the the last century, whose life-long
academic research bifurcates into two distinctive fields:
comparative politics and international politics. This dissertation
aims to conduct a thorough and systematic study of John H.
Herz's thoughts on international politics, which might be the
first attempt of its kind both home and abroad.

In the field of international politics study, Herz
distinguishes himself from other prestigious scholars by
maintaining a lifelong intense interest in and deep concern over
issues regarding mankind’s security and survival, boasting of a
capacity to adapt his focus of academic study to the ever-changing
international political realities and making unremitting efforts to
seek the right approach to relieve mankind of the security and
existential dilemmas they have been plunged into. It is this
persistent pursuit that has pressed Herz to generate a wealth of
very original concepts and ideas: from “security dilemma” to
“ existential dilemma”, from “ universalism” to “ethics of
survival”.

Herz’s concept of “security dilemma” was proposed during
the Second World War, which for the first time aimed to
interpret the international politics from the perspective of social

structure. In. contrast with those international relations theories
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based on human nature which is neither measurable nor
falsifiable, Herz’s concept of “security dilemma” approaches the
international politics in a more convincing and scientific way. It
has not only made great contributions to the further development
of international relations theory, but also provided people with
new insights into the issues as how to prevent wars, safeguard
security and maintain peace.

The 1950s marks a transitional period in Herz’s research on
international politics. During this period, Herz realized political
realism had gone to another extreme in its modification of
political idealism. By integrating the advantages of the two
schools, Herz developed a new theory of “realist liberalism”. In
exploring the international politics in atomic age, Herz added
many new and original concepts and ideas to the field of
international politics. He exclaims that the advent of nuclear
weapons has generated revolutionary transformations on
traditional international system, including the vanishing of
“impenetratibility” once enjoyed by traditional nation-states.
Since the outbreak of a nuclear war signifies nothing but an
annihilation of the whole of humanity, the survival of the whole
world in the atomic age represents the supreme common interest
of the entire mankind and all the nation-states on the earth. To
tackle this problem of human existence, Herz proposes a two-
step approach: holding operation and universalism. All of this
indicates that the pendulum of Herz’s research on international
politics has oscillated from political realism to the in-between of
political realism and political idealism.

After the 1960s, the focus of Herz’s research on
international politics shifted from the power political, strategic,

and similar aspects of international relations to the urgency of
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additional problems facing the world: the population explosion,
energy and ecological crisis. To combat these crises, Herz
advocates that mankind and nation-states should transform their
traditional parochial and short-sighted mentality and ideas and
comply with “minimum ethics of survival”, which might be the
only way out for the humanity. Herz’s ideas here transcend the
limitations of both political realism and political idealism and
marks a normative turn in his research.

In terms of approaches to the research on international
politics, Herz retains the time-honored traditions of political
history and political and legal theory and firmly believes in the
effectiveness and traditional methodologies attaching great
importance to logical reasoning and historical analysis. Herz 1s
strongly opposed to or even has radical prejudice against the
application of quanfitative studies to political studies, proposed
by scientific behavioralism.

Herz’s ideas and theories on international politics are all
grounded on his deep insights into and penetrating thinking about
the social reality. On one hand, they keep abreast of the latest
development of the times: his concept of “security dilemma” was
proposed as a result of his reflection upon the causes of the two
world wars; his views on “existential dilemma” were generated
on the basis of his insights into the fact that both a total nuclear
war and ecological crisis pose a big threat to human survival; his
notions of “universalism” and “ethics of survival” embodied his
advocation of the related priciples and norms guiding policies and
ethics in countering the global existential dilmma. On the other
hand, those ideas and thories of Herz's maintain a perpetual
value that has transcended the times. Although Herz's notion of

universalism was proposed in the late 1950s, it still shares many
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similarities with the idea of “building a harmonious world”
advocated by the Chinese leaders at the Asia-European summit
meeting that convened in April 2005. Herz’s “ethics of survival”
represents a typical type of universal ethics, which has remained
a hot topic of discussion and study for the whole world ever since
the 1980s and the 1990s. Therefore, Herz's notions of
“universalism” and “ethics of survival” are still of very great
significance to mankind today when the whole world are tackling
various types of global security and existential crises in the 21th
century,
Key words: Herz security dilemma realist liberalism

survival crisis  universalism  survival ethics thoughts on

international politics
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A8 - #2% (John H. Herz)1908 4£ 9 H 23 B i FREEZE
BHEEREHEERERTH— T EAIBREHIMKARE, b XA
FEPHK T, BLAINH - HE - # 2% (Hans Hermann
Herz), £#—WIHRAKBRMBEEBUNREREABART KRS
BHARE., E(—-NEREXE-TMHLEHFERGRY P, #
EXHEE “B-KERAEWHE, . BRES AKX FAASBRTY
AERPDAEREANE—NRE., XBLHERERZRIAT
BHAMBEY H BB HERERE.”O

KY7ErE R B IR E A (1919—1933 4B) , kXM T H
CHERDE, 1927 4 F 1931 R A SFREBBE R E . EE
BRE MK E BRKEMPHER IR/, 3T 1931 48
BTHEXEHABRELEM. AL e X MEREREE ¥
HK P& 18 (Roscoe Pound) BRFE“ MR ILFETMEAY” TN - PLREE
(Hans Kelsen) , WX YLRBRE 0, B2 AEHH B @2 I MPFR

@ John H. Herz, “ An Internationalist’s Journey through the
Century”, in Joseph Kruzel and J. Rosenau(eds), Journeys through World
Politics. Reflections of Thirty four Academic Travellers, MA: Lexington
Books, 1989, p. 247.
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KA EHIARD , XR R R EMAMA LT ER P ERN 5
HARUEAXEREMBRF¥HELE SRR, RoRB
THZENSARR. SPUREM LI K“GERN2EIR” (W R HEE
MR, R FAIBERS EHI XA NEERFFRER, ik
NERER-HHESAR, BT MZF—MEBERFEEA RS
EREHN, X—HHOEELEREMZHBEX 5. Hit, A—
IABRBNNBEF G . BERN AR GRS &R TR
HEMBBEMMBEE.O SBERE—TATULHERAEEKER,
XMEFEITHERABHOENAFHREL, B2, ¥ TEA
REEENETNNHARFENAABHE—-ERRTHE.Q f
AHERFRANLUTEEMAR TR E RO TFRABEN.
£iE.Q

FE 20 HHAEHY 30 A, B ZE 7E Hofh 3 1 P 4R 2 TR SR HL/R R 1Y
AREEE, AXFES RN EREN MM .8 R
EHMEEEER T KT 022 5 B (lesser ideality) B9 —
. kR, —FHE.ERMNARFEERSEBRATHX ;5
— L EEARAF A AABFEMER AKX —FROBE. Xt
R AN -2 ARER—F, ERREER AL EROH
Ert A — A ERA G e A, X ERERNERE RS
RMECTMBUFEN B RAENEITATFE. Bk, &
ABEHTERFEEAE N ENA B, HE MR HER

(@ Christian Hacke and Jana Puglierin, p. 369.

@ John H. Herz, “ An Internationalist’s Journey through the
Century”,p. 248.

@ Peter Stirk, “John H. Herz: Realism and the Fragility of the
International Order”, Review of International Studies, 31(2005), p.290.
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1933, HFACHMRKERER, YEIN - KBUFELY
TR 5 (articled clerk) KB FFE T, TRMAB AR T EEHREE
ARG EEB THIWHAANRL. EERALERKRXETRE, #
ERE KB THERXEZLZLMAREREET I F 1938 £
RETHARERXEAMARWAREEZS . XTEHEXERPR
BEES RN T2, W HIRRERRENEAXLEER TN
AAFEZRAEHES SR, XFTRESE - KAHEK
RET - ATEEERENFRBEMAR - AMEHRNEXAARFRE
KEPARPEKAZE, MEW - BRFE . FAEERMK., AP
APREAERFHMAEROER”, {1da T H S HEOBIG
MATIZE ECHERORYN S5HF.

FEHAR LR T SHRELVRIFALZHE—ALH
B (EHRHS LK EBRE¥ R (The National Socialist
Doctrine of International Law)., R THRPEBEKRA, Bt
Mz R0 B - 15 B #7545 /K (Eduard Bristler) X~ £ & H Rt
Fi, XEBHRTFE _KERARBRZA0, ERERAFTER
#HEeFURBAETHEFHRA"BIWREZ—. EHP.H
ZRASHTHBEENAXERE. B4 A3 5Bk 4 2
WA, BR i AR SEISE A &5 90 BUR R, OF
EEANEEAREIRERIIET. EXREFNER, $%K
B, XEEENAAEEBERENTESEFES FEXARAE
HEWAZBRATE. ‘BRE ZHLBETFEER  PEH’
WEH I BB AR % 8 & &R (the system of the
‘racialists VMR F T HABESRE & —6H; —BX—45%—
MEERLEHE AR EREEETRNEEEXNRY, EL
ET EMMERAKESL IENERHEFZ LN, HAX
B~ AR SER-BXFEERE L E X HRRNEHEA

D  Peter Stirk, p. 289.




