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1.1 ZE3%i8

L American Puritanism

The settlement of North American continent by the Eng-
lish began in the early part of the seventeenth century. The
first permanent English settlement in North America was estab-
In 1620, the ship
Mayflower carried about one hundred Pilgrims arrived at Ply-

lished at Jamestown, Virginia in 1606.

mouth, Massachusetts. The first settlers in America were quite
a few of them Puritans. They came to America out of various
reasons. They carried with them American Puritanism which
took root in the New World and became the most enduring sha-
ping influence in American thought and American literature.
1. Doctrines of Puritanism

The Puritans accepted the doctrine predestination, origi-
nal sin and total depravity, and limited atonement (or the sal-
vation of a selected few) , which theologian John Calvin had
preached.

2. The influence of Puritanism on American literature
(1) The idealism of Puritan had exerted a great influence
on American writers.

It is a common place that American literature—or Anglo-
American literature—is based on a myth, that is, the Biblical
myth of the Garden of Eden. This literature is in good measure
a literary expression of the pious idealism of the American Pu-
ritan bequest. The Puritan dreamed of living under a perfect
order and worked with courage and hope toward building a new
Garden of Eden in America, where man could at long last live
the way he should. Fired with such a sense of mission, the
Puritan looked upon even the worst of life in the face with a
tremendous amount of optimism. All this went, in due time,
into the making of American literature. The spirit of optimism

burst into the pages of so many American authors.
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(2) The American puritan’ s metaphorical mode of per-

ception was chiefly instrumental in calling into being

a literary symbolism which is distinctly American.

Puritan doctrine and literary practice contributed to no
small extent to the development of an indigenous symbolism.
To the pious Puritan the physical phenomenal world was noth-
ing but a symbol of God. Every passage of life, en-meshed in
the vast context of God’ s plan, possessed a delegated mean-
ing. It is impossible to overlook the very symbolizing process
that was constantly at work in Puritan minds. This process be-
came, in time, part of the intellectual tradition in which A-
merican authors were brought up along with their people. For
Jonathan Edwards, Emerson, Hacothorne, Melville, Howells
and many others, symbolism as a technique has become a
common practice. This peculiar mode of perception was an es-
sential part of their upbringing.

(3) With regard to technique, the simplicity which char-
acterize the Puritan style of writing greatly influenced
the American literature.

The style of the writing of the Puritan writers is fresh,
simple and direct; the thetoric is plain and honest, not without
a touch of nobility often traceable to the direct influence of the
Bible. All this left an indelible imprint on American writing.

II. Overview of the colonial literature

American literature grew out of humble origins. Diaries,
histories , journals, letters, commonplace books, travel books,
sermons, in short, personal literature in its various forms, oc-
cupied a major position in the literature of the early colonial
period.

1. Major writers of colonial period
(1) John Smith (1580 —1631)

Captain John Smith was one of the founders of the colony
Jamestown, Virginia. His writing about North America became
the source of information about the New World for later set-
tlers.

In The General History of Virginia he wrote about his cap-
ture by the Indians and his rescue by the famous Indian Prin-
cess, Pocahontas.

Another thing he wrote about that became historically im-
portant was his description of the fertile and vast new continent
in his A Description of New England.
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(2) William Bradford (1590 —1657)

In 1620 William Bradford led the Mayflower endeavor and
became the first governor of the Plymouth Plantation with his
group of pilgrim fathers.

His major work is Of Plymouth Plantation.

(3) John Winthrop (1588 -1649)

John Winthrop was the first governor of the Massachusetts
Bay colony.

In his famous speech A Model of Christian Charity he
states that “we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a
hill, the eyes of all people are upon us. ”

The two major poets in the colonial period ‘were Anne

Bradsireet and Edward Taylor.
(4) Anne Bradstreet (1612 —1672)

Anne Bradstreet was known as the “Tenth Muse” who ap-

peared in America.

(@ Major works
The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America
Contemplations
“Upon the Burning of Our House”
“To My Dear and Loving Husband”
“In Reference to Her Children”
“The Fresh and the Spirit”
“As Weary Pilgrim”

(@ Analysis of her major works

@ Contemplations(9)

When the poet heard the grasshopper and cricket sing,
she thought of this as their praising of their Creator and
searched her own soul accordingly. It is evident that she saw
something metaphysical, inhering in the physical, a mode of
petrception that was singular Puritan.

@ “The Fresh and the Spirit”

This poem depicts two sisters arguing about their values.
The flesh is forthright with her assertion of her views about the
importance of this world while the Spirit, the other, tries to
convince her of the greainess of the kingdom of God. The twin
sisters are evidently the integral parts of one Puritan mind.
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(5) Edward Taylor (1642 —1729)

Edward Taylor was a Puritan poet, concerned about how
his images spoke for God.

@ Analysis of major works
@ “Huswifery”

This poem indicates that the poet saw religious signifi-
cance in a simple daily incident like a housewife spinning.
The spinning wheel, the distaff, the flyers, the spool, the reel
and the yarn have all acquired a metaphysical significance in
the symbolic, Puritan eyes of the poet.

@ “Upon a Spider Caiching a Fly”

The pet sees the spider as a symbol of Hell. It is obvious
that Taylor has faith in God who can save the erring, or sinful,
humankind from the evil designs of Hell.

(6) Thomas Paine (1737 —1809)

Thomas Paine was born in England and came to America
in 1774. His life was one of continual, unswerving fight for
the rights of man. He was a major influence in the American
Revolution.

(D Major works
Common Sense
The American Crisis
“The Times that Try Men’s Souls”
The Rights of Man
The Age of Reason
(2Analysis of his major works
@ Common Sense

Common Sense attacked the British monarchy and added
fuel to the fire which was soon to bring the colossus of its colo-
nial rule down in flame. Paine declared that the crisis with
which the North American colonies were then faced could only
be solved by an appeal to man’ s instincts and common sense
and impulses of conscience. The booklet was warmly received
in the colonies as a justification for their cause of independ-
ence and as an encouragement to the painfully fighting people.
@ The American Crisis

The American Crisis is made up of 16 pamphlets written
between 1776 and 1783. The first pamphlet “The Times that
Try Men’ s Souls” came out at one of the darkest moment of
the revolution. “The harder the struggle, the more glorious the
triumph ,” when Washington had it read to the troops, it
proved a heartening stimulus, a spurring excitement to further
action with hope and confidence.
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(7) Philip Freneau

Philip Freneau was important in American literary history
in a number of ways. Apart from the fact that he used his poet-
ic talents in the service of a nation struggling for independ-
ence, writing verses for the righteous cause of his people and
exposing British colonial savageries, he was a most notable
representative of dawning nationalism in American literature.
Almost alone of his generation, Freneau managed to peer
through the pervasive atmosphere of imitativeness, see life di-
rectly, and appreciate the natural scenes on the new land 'and
the native Indian civilization.

(D Major works
“The Wild Honey Suckle”
“The Dying Indian: Tomo Chequi”
“The Indian Burying Ground”

(2 Analysis of major work

@ “The Wild Honey Suckle”

In this poem, the lyric beauty, the heartfelt pathos, and
the multiple emotional responses and echoes that the sight de-
scribed are simply amazing. Here we can see the poet enjoys
the beauty that the American landscape is capable of offering.

This poem is an indication of the poet’ s dedication of Ameri-

can subject matter.
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-

Fill in the blanks.

EFAREE BB IFE

1. The term “Puritan” was applied to those settlers who originally were devout members of the
pp ginally

Church of

2. The most enduring shaping influence in American thought and American literature was

3. Hard work, thrift, piety and sobriety, these were the

of the early American writing.

values that dominated much

4. Many Puritans wrote verse, but the works of two writers, Anne Bradstreet and , TOse

to the level of real poetry.

On January 10, 1776, Thomas Paine’ s famous pamphlet

R R SV

Thomas Paine’ s second most important work

reditary monarchy.

Except Common Sense, Paine’ s the other two famous works were

The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America is a collection of poems composed by

appeared.

and

was an impassioned plea against he-




9.

10.

II‘

1.

6

Thomas Paine, with his natural gift for pamphleteering and rebellion, was appropriately born in-

to an age of

Philip Freneau was noteworthy first because of the nature of his poems. They were truly Ameri-
can and very patriotic. In this respect, he reflected the spirit of his age. Therefore, he has been
called the “ of American Poetry”.
Multiple Choice ‘ |

Early in , the English settlements in Virginia and Massachusetts started the main

stream of the American national history. (4t —#} 2007 )

A. 14th century B. 15th century C. 17th century D. 16ih century

. The first permanent English settlement in North America was established at (b —4%h

2009 #F)

A. Jamestown B. New York C. Boston D. Concord

The first settlers who became the founding fathers of the American nation were quite a few of them
- (AE=41 2008 %)

A. Quakers. B. Anglicans C. Catholics D. Puritans.

It is a critical commonplace now that American literature is based on a myth, that is,
. (db=%} 2008 BF)

A. the ancient Greek myth of Zeus

B. the British myth of the Saint Grail

C. the Biblical myth of the Garden of Eden

D. the legend of the Sleepy Hollow

. The common thread throughout American literature has been the emphasis on the

A. Revolutionism B. Reason " C. Individualism D. Rationalism

The ship “ ” carried about one hundred Pilgrims and took 66 days to beat its way
across the Atlantic. In December of 1620, it put the Pilgrims ashore at Plymouth, Massachu-
setts.

A. Sunflower B. Armada C. Mayflower D. Titanic

The English colonies in North America rose in arms against their parent country and the Continen-
tal Congress adopted in 1776.

A. the Declaration of Independence B. the Sugar Act

C. the Stamp Act D. the Mayflower Compact

What style did the seventeenth century American poets adapt to the subject matter confronted in a
strangely new environment?

A. The style of their own.

B. The style mixed with English and American elements.

C. The style mixed with native-American and British tradition.

D. The style of established European poets.

. Anne Bradstreet was a Puritan poet. Her poems made such a stir in England that she became

known as the who appeared in America.
A. Ninth Muse B. Tenth Muse C. Best Muse D. First Muse



10.

11.

12.

13.

m.

It was not until January 1776 that a widely heard public voice demanded complete separation
from England. The voice was that of » whose pamphlet Common Sense, with its

heated language, increased the growing demand for separation.

A. Thomas Paine B. Thomas Jefferson
C. George Washington D. Patrick Henry
Which is not connected with Thomas Paine?

A. Common Sense. B. The American Crisis.
C. The Rights of Man. D. The Autobiography.

“These are the times that try men’ s souls”, these words were once read to Washington’ s
troops and did much to spur excitement to further action with hope and confidence. Who is the

author of these words?

A. Benjamin Franklin. B. Thomas Paine.

C. Thomas Jefferson. D. George Washingion.
Which work is written by Freneau? '

A. The Rights of Man. B. The Wild Honey Suckle.
C. Poor Richard’ s Almanac. D. The Day of Doom.

Explain the following term.

1. American Puritanism ( B§JF K% 2008 ©F)

Iv.

Read the following quotations and answer the questions,

Passage 1

I heard the merry grasshopper then sing,

The black-clad cricket bear a second part;

They kept one tune and played on the same string.
Seeming to glory in their little art.

Small creatures abject thus their voices raise,

And in their kind resound their Maker’ s praise,

Whilst I, as mute, can warble forth no higher lays?

Questions:

(1) This is the ninth of the “Contemplations” written by an early American woman writer. What is

her name?

(2) Make a brief comment on this short poem.

Passage 2

Huswifery
Make me, O Lord, thy spinning wheel complete.
Thy holy word my distaff make for me.
Make mine affections thy swift flyers neat,
And make my soul thy holy spool to be.
My conversation make to be thy reel, and reel,

the yam thereon spun of thy wheel.



Questions :
(1) Identify the poet of this poem.
(2) Make a brief comment on this poem.
Passage 3
These are the times that try men’ s souls: The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will in
this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it now deserves the love and
thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation
with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we
esteem too lightly: This dearness only that gives everything its value. Heaven knows how to put a
proper price upon its goods.
Questions:
(1) Which book is this passage taken from?
(2) Who is the author of this book?
(3) Whom is the author praising? Whom is the author criticizing?
(4) What do you think of the language used in the book?
Passage 4
From morning suns and evening dews
At first thy litile being came
If nothing once, you nothing lose,
For when you die you are the same:
The space between, is but an hour,
The frail duration of a flower.
Questions;
(1) Who is the writer of these verses?
(2)What is the title of this poem?
(3)Give a brief comment on this poem.
V. Short answer gquestions
1. Who was Anne Bradstreet? What were her literary achievements?
2. What are the basic Calvinist tenets? ( BFr% R %5 2007 )
VI. Essay question

1. What is the significance of American Puritanism in American literature?

SEERRMBH

L Fill in the blanks.

1. England
(WG (Puritan) , B ERIGHRIEEH Church of England R EHBRRAIBOEIR, H
FiATF 16 th4 60 ERFFEE A, WAL T 3CH Purus, FR® Yﬁﬁa‘ o)

2. American Puritanism
(EELBETHEE L, HESEBRIMEATLR ., ZEERMERAR T LUE#HRHE R
M E SR TS E X, It ElEUR RN EE SRR B REH B R, )



9.

Puritan
(HHEEX, BETER, #AEERBBUSBRERRE. HHERABEE L. 86
Y. BIARIA . XEMMEM BN T RN R E S )

. Edward Taylor

(K EFH RN PRELWFARL - fSETRREEE - BH).)

Anne Bradstreet

(% - R EA R EZ T . HARERFE(BIEAEI RIS
1B Y (The Tenth Muse Late Sprung up in America) )

Common Sense '

(1776 4EEREMAT MR 4, FEEH - MBSRREEMY, RYWEEMEREH, #
H TR RA/METFCRID . AEEMAEEMA R DM HkENS, SITREEERRET
e, PCRISTJE ISR E N v R )

The Rights of Man, The Age of Reason

(BRBELHERARE, (D). CARAGHD . (BRI o)

The Rights of Man

(1791 483 A, FB5HT - BMBEAT RCARE), WEFERMESR « /875 (Edmund
Burke, 1729—1797) B¢ 3 E ¥ /& 5 ) ( Reflections on the Revolution in France) (1790),
(AAGEY AT SR 2 AR T, B obl T 240 55 B T8 BUAE R X e =R 3 BBk
kA, WAEBEHAE TX — Bk, ARt TERRSWEEEMEY T HME
SRR T o )

Revolution

(BB EEMSLEMEEEANERZ—)

10. Father

(ER - BEEHERTT R EER EF XMRHAEZ —, MFA " RERFHRZL.”)

Il. Multiple Choice

1.C 17 g, HEAEBFRBEMDEEEERE, XHWRAXEN LKA,

2. A EEHEERIEE ALEIL RS — KA E S

3.0 HEERFHALEMEREAE A REHE, RPN SRR ZESS AR,

4.C HMTFHRZWHHENWEWN, FEEFE

ZOREEMBAF—RBEVE(ES)
) Bl A S A b OS2

5.C ERMEMRZORNAEX, B, NAESCEBHE 5 RE IR EX.
6.C 1920 4F 100 B4 EHGERTER AR “ TA K" SHBIAXE D& EM BT IR
7.4 1776 4F 13 AR AL 65 R AR R E RS, JFE 1776 27 A 4 B, Khi

SPGET T — A ICDET - ARFBBERFEA(MALE F) (Declaration of Independence)

8.D 17 tAREIF ARSI PRI M

9.B % - MRAEHR R N RE MBS 2T

10 A BECHER) SHREEREEKERE.

11.D (HEYRARH - 2R RE, HRAZITHEBRBNEREM.
1228 “XEERAWRBMNZ", Xa7EEABRBHEEREND .

13. B (BAME4RE) B miE R AR



III. Explain the following term.

1. The word Puritanism is originally used to refer to the theology advocated by a party within the
Church of England. The term Puritanism is also used in a broader sense to refer to the attitudes
and values considered characteristic of the Puritans. It has been employed to denote a rigid mor-
alism, or the condemnation of innocent pleasure, or religious narrowness adhered by the early
New England Puritans. The American Puritanism as a cultural heritage exerted great influence o-
ver American moral values. And this Puritan influence over American Romanticism was conspic-
uously noticeable. In addition, a preoccupation with the Calvinistic view of original sin and the
mystery of evil marked the works by such famous writers as Hawthorne and Melville.

IV. Read the following quotations and answer the questions.

Passage 1

(1) Anne Bradstreet.

(2) This short poem offers the reader an insight into the mentality of the early Puritan pioneering in-
to a new world. When the poet, heard the grasshopper and the cricket sing, she thought of this
as their praising their creator and searched her own soul accordingly. It is evident that she saw
something metaphysical inhering in the physical, a mode of perception which was singularly Pu-
ritan.

Passage 2

(1) Edward Taylor.

(2) The poem indicates that the poet saw religious significance in a simple daily incident like a
housewife spinning. The spinning wheel, the distaff, the flyers, the spool, the reel and the
yam have all acquired a metaphorical significance in the symbolic, Puritan eyes of Edward Tay-
lor.

Passage 3

(1) The American Crists

(2) Thomas Paine

(3) Paine is praising those who stand “it”, it referring to “the service of their country”. In the
meantime, Paine is criticizing those who shrink from the service of their country in this crisis.

(4) The language is plain, impressive and forceful. Paine himself once said that his purpose as a
writer was to use plain language to make those who can scarcely read understand.

Passage 4

(1) Philip Freneau.

(2) “The Wild Honey suckle”.

(3) Here Freneau offers a version of an abundant America with potential for providing a good life for
all. The poem is also an indication of his dedication to American subject matter as he examined
peculiarly American characteristics of the countryside.

V. Short answer questions

1. Anne Bradstreet (1612 ~1672) is one of the most important figures in the history of American
Literature. She is considered by many to be the first American poet, and her first collection of
poems, The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America, By a Gentlewoman of Those Parts, was the
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