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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

uring the 1400s, there were at least six Sir Thomas

Malorys. Sir Thomas Malory of Newbold Revel,
Warwickshire, is believed to be the true author of King Arthur
and the Knights of the Round Table, because the life he led
mimics the tales just read.

Sir Thomas Malory of Newbold Revel was born in the
1400s in Warwickshire, England. He became a knight for the
Earl of Warwick and fought in the siege of Calais, France, in
1436. Mallory was captured and sent to prison. He made vari-
ous attempts to escape, but never succeeded.

The knight-prisoner wrote Le Morte d’Arthur in French,
which was later translated in English to The Knights of the
Round Table. Sir Thomas Malory died in 1471.
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1

WHO WILL RESTORE
PEACE

he marvelous tales that are about to be told took place
Tlong ago. Kings and queens lived in castles, and mighty
knights and beautiful ladies filled their courts. When they
were not at war, the knights competed with one another to
see who among them was strongest and bravest. There were
bitter rivalries and much confusion spreading through the
land. People wondered if Britain could ever be united and
brought to peace.

Vortigern, an ineffective and brutal' king who had seized
the throne, ruled the country. Eventually, Aurelius Ambrosius,
the rightful ruler, aided by his brother Uther, dethroned
Vortigern. Then King Aurelius and his forces defeated the
Saxons, who had invaded Britain and presented a constant
source of danger.
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When Aurelius died, Uther succeeded him to the throne.
Uther Pendragon, as he was known, was a brave and mighty
warrior. He preferred to be off fighting than at home ruling.
For many years, King Uther had been at war with Gorlois,
the duke of Tintegal in Cornwall. When Uther heard about
the duke’s beautiful wife, Lady Igraine, he called a truce and
invited the duke and Lady Igraine to a feast at his court in
London at Westminster.

During the feast, the king decided that he was in love with
Lady Igraine. Later, when the king approached her, she re-
fused him. King Uther was very angry, especially when he
discovered that the duke and his wife had left his court with-
out a word. King Uther ordered Gorlois back to the court.
But the duke defied his orders. Outraged, Uther prepared to
attack the duke.

Meanwhile, Gorlois left Igraine at their castle at Tintegal,
a well-defended stronghold. He went to Terrabil Castle, hop-
ing that Uther’s men would follow him and not endanger
Igraine. Uther took his men to Terrabil. The battle raged on
both sides with many casualties, but neither the king nor the
duke could claim victory.

Weary and brokenhearted—for he had fallen deeply in love
with Igraine—Uther became ill. One of his confidants, Sir
Ulfius, went to find the powerful wizard Merlin, who he
hoped could cure the king.

14
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Ulfius had not gone far when a beggar approached and
questioned him about his journey. Disgusted by the sight of
the beggar, Ulfius ignored him. But the beggar would not go

away.

“I am the one you seek,” the beggar said. “I will tell you
what you must do. Go back to the king with this message. I,
Merlin, will make Igraine his wife if he will give me what I
ask.” When Ulfius arrived back in London, he delivered
Merlin’s message to Uther.

“Your love for the beautiful Igraine haunts you, King
Uther.” Merlin’s voice echoed through the king’s chamber,
as if to punctuate Ulfius’s message. Then the wizard himself
appeared. “I will grant your heart’s desire, King Uther. You
will have Igraine, and you will father a child by her. But you
must do as I ask if this is to be,” Merlin said.

King Uther eagerly agreed. Merlin said, “Tonight you will
go to Igraine. With my magic, she will believe that you are
the duke. Sir Ulfius and I will join you, perceived by all to
be two of the duke’s knights. Tell Igraine that you are ill and
must go to bed. Remain in bed until early morning, when I
will come to call.”

Merlin’s plan worked. Mistaking King Uther for her
husband, Igraine spent the night with him and conceived a

child. Later she learned that her husband was already dead at
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