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DON QUIXOTE

GETTING READY FOR ADVENTURES

MANY years ago there lived in Spain a very old-
fashioned gentleman whom you would have been
glad to know. This gentleman had so many odd
ways and did so many strange things that he not

5 only amused his neighbors and distressed his friends,
but made himself famous throughout the world.

What his real name was, no one outside of his
village seemed to know. Some said it was this, some
said it was that; but his neighbors called him “the
good Mr. Quixana,” and no doubt this was correct.

10 He was gentle and kind, and very brave; and all

adventure [ad'ventfo) n. B
amuse [o'mjuiz] vr. {152, {1
distress [dis'tres] n. F%,{0%
Don Quixote ['donkithauti] [A
AL It WS E]
doubt (daut] ve. PREE, n. T
no doubt 7¢5E}h

gentleman ['dzentiman] ». 4+
Mé ['mista] n. [W% Jmister, %

odd [od] adj. HiEM
old-fashioned [ 'suld'feefsnd ]
adj. AR

Q;;xam [kihame] A& 1EHW

ready ['redi] adj. BEEFH

get ready for BIF RS

Spain [spein] ». [H&IHHF

throughout [0r(u)'aut] prep. &
B EER
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GETTING READY FOR ADVENTURES

who knew him loved him. He had neither wife
nor child. He lived with his niece in his own farm-
house close by a quiet little village in the province
of La Mancha.

5  His niece was not yet twenty years of age. So
the house was kept and managed by an old servant
woman who was more wrinkled than wise and more
talkative than handsome. A poor man who lived
in a cottage near by was employed to do the work

10 on the farm; and he did so well that the master had
much leisure time and was troubled but little with
the cares of business.

Mr. Quixana was rather odd in his appearance and
dress, as all old-fashioned gentlemen are apt to be.

15 He was more than fifty years of age,and quite tall
and slender. His face was thin, his nose was long,
his hair was turning gray.

He dressed very plainly. On week days he wore a
coarse blouse and blue trousers of homespun stuff.

20 On sundays, however, he put on a plush coat and
short velvet breeches and soft slippers with silver
buckles.

In the hallway of his old-fashioned house a short,
rusty sword was always hanging; and leaning

25 against the wall were a rusty lance and a big raw
hide shield. These weapons had belong to his
great-grandfather, long ago, when men knew but

appearance [a'piorans] n. p#

be apt to -G 4

blouse [blauz] ». T{ESEE

breeches [ 'bri:tfiz] n. pl. B
BT

buckle [bakl] n. #$0

co;(jrse [kois] adj. ¥ B H

cottage ['kotidz] n. hEB

employ [im'ploi] vz. R

farm-bouse ['Yfamhaus] ». %k
&

great-grandfather ['greit'greend-
Yodol n. WHAR

hall-way (holwei] ». [1/T°

handsome [ ‘hensom] adj. #

WY

homespun [ 'houmspan] adj.
LM

La Mancha [la'mantfe] . [
BIuEE

lance [lans] 2. £ F

lean [lin] vi. $&¥

Yeisure [leza] z. 2, L&MW

manage ['meenidz] vz. S, ¥
-4

niece [nis] 2. B4

odd [od] adj. HRH

plainly ['pleinli] adv. &AM

plush [pla[] n. BHA

province ['provins] n. 4

put on T L CKIRE)

rawhide ['rohaid] adj. #4457
Lk

rusty ['rasti] adj. &M

shield [ fild] n. &

slender ['slenda] adj. #H¥K Y.
R

stoff [staf] ». #3548

sword [soid] ». 81

talkative ['tokativ] adi. i
EW

trousers ['trauzez] ». pl. ¥

velvet [velvit] adj. 28 (B

weapon ['wepon] #n. &%
wrinkle ['rigkl] ve. vi. ()8
258
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GETTING READY FOR ADVENTURES

little about guns and gunpowder.
On the kitchen doorstep an old greyhound was
always lying. This dog was very lean and slender,
and his hunting days had long been past. But all
5 old-fashioned gentlemen kept greyhounds in those
days.

In the barn there was a horse as old and as lean
as the greyhound. But of this horse I will tell you
much more in the course of my story.

Like many other gentlemen, Mr. Quixana did not
work much. He spent almost all his time in reading,

10

reading, reading.

He was seldom seen without a book in his hand.

When the weather was fine he would sit in his
15 little library, or under the apple trees in his garden,
and read all day.

He often forgot to come to his meals. He was
so wrapped up in his books that he forgot his horse,
his dog, and even his niece. he forgot his friends;

20 he forgot himself. Sometimes he sat up and read
all night.

Now, What kind of books do you suppose he read?

He read no histories nor books of travel. he
cared nothing for poetry or philosophy. his whole

25 mind was given to stories-stories of knights and
their daring deeds.

he read so many of these stories that he could not

-barn [ban] 7. 8 O

daring ['dearin] odj, BELH

day (dei]l 2. HF,—H; (X
FORMR

in those days (=then) A4~
B 4%

deed [did] = Mh4%, 3

doorstep ['dostep] ». (I8

fine [fain] adj. RF R (R
L {:(:]

forget [fa'get] ve. (forgot,

fogotten) it
gentleman ['d3entlman] n 4
+

greyhound ['greihaund] n. R
REBRZ—FD
gunpowder ['gan'paudal 7. &

in;hc course of Te--4h
knij,:;m [nait] ». (PHEEOH

lean [lin] adj. B

mind [maind] »n. L, B8

give one’ s whole mind to 2438
LRBKE L

niece [nis] n. &

old-fashioned [ 'suld'{afond]
adj. IHRM

philosophy [fillossfi] n. %

poetry ['pauitri] n. FFEK

Quixana [ki'hame ][ A% ] #M
1

seldom [ 'seldem] adv. R, R

W
sit [sit] vi. 22
sit up R
slender ['slenda] adj. BEH
travel ['treevl] vi. W4T
without [wi'daut] prep. B H,
TR
wrap [rep] v. 6,8
be wrapped up in
BT
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GETTING READYFOR ADVENTURES

think of anythin else. His head was full of knights
and knightly deeds, of magic and witchcraft, of
tournaments and battlefields.

If he had read less, he would have been wiser; for

5 much reading does not always improve the mind.

At length this old-fashioned gentleman said to
himself, “Why should I always be a plain farmer
and sit here at home? Why may I not become a
famous knigth?”

10 The more he thought about this matter the more
he wished to be a hero like those of whom he had
read in his books.

“Yes, I will be a knight,” he said to himself.
“My mind is fully made up. I will arm my-
15 self in a coat of mail, I will mount my noble steed, I
will ride out into the world to seek adventures.
“No danger shall frighten me. With my strong
arm I will go forth to protect the weak and to be-
friend the friendless. Yes, I will be a knight, and
z0 I will fight against error wherever I find it. ”

So he began at once to get ready for his great
undertaking.

The first thing to be done was to find some suitable
armor. For what knight ever rode out into the world

25 without being incased in steel?

In the garret of his house there was an old coat of
mail. It had lain there among the dust and cob-

arm [a:xm] vz. ¥ o

armor ['arme] n. HE,BH

at length B JS & F

battlefield [ 'beetlfild] ». 3%

befriend [bi'frend] vt. LK

cobweb ['kobweb] . ¥/

danger {'deindza] n. &R

deed [did] n. 7,5

go forth IR %

friendless ['frendlis] adj. B #
Bi&#

frighten [Yfraitn] 2. $EF

garret ['gerot] n. PEIHE, DRk

gefgr;ad.v Jor~ WL (HR

improve [im'pruv] ve. Bl

incase [in'keis] vz. 3 A (£&.
#),a8

knightly ['naitlhi] adj. GE &)
L

magic ['madzik] ». B, RAR

mail [meil] n. &

make up one’ s mind T B HL>

mount [maunt] »z. ¥ L(H)

noble ['naubl] adj. B¥&E,1E
RE :

plain [plein] adj. 847, 8
B

protect [pra'tekt] ve. {RP
say to oneself B 5 Hi%

‘seek [sik] ve. WF,FR

steed [stid] n. L ,iET
steel [still] n. 4%
suitable ['s(j)uitobl] adj. ES

tournament [‘tuenomant] ». 5
LHAEKXSE

undertaking [anda'teikin] =
=i

wherever [hwea'reva] conj. 7o
W AHH

witcheraft ['witfkra:ft] n.
AR, BE®
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GETTING READY FOR ADVENTURES

webs for a hundred years and more. It was rusted and
battered , and some of the parts were missing. It was
a poor piece of work at the very best.

But he cleaned it as well as he could, and polished

5 it with great care. He cut some pieces of pasteboard
to supply the missing parts, and painted them to look
like steel. When they were properly fitted, they
answered very well , especially when no fighting was
to be done. '

10 With the coat of mail there was an old brass
helmet. It, too, was broken, and the straps for
holding it on were lost. But Mr. Quixana patched
it up and found some green ribbons which served
instead of straps. As he held it up and looked at it

15 from every side, he felt very proud to think that his
head would be adorned with so rare a piece of work-
manship.

And now a steed must be provided; for every
knight must needs have noble horse.

20 The poor old creature in the barn was gaunt
and thin and very bony; but he was just the stuff
for a horse, wiry and very stubborn. As the
old-fashioned gentleman looked at him he fancied
that no steed had ever been so beautiful or so swift.

25 “He will carry me most gallantly,” he said, “and
I shall be proud of him. But what shall I call him?
A horse that is ridden by a noble knight must needs

adorn [a'dom] v, X4

answer [‘amnso] vi. FN.HFE
CHED

at the very best THE

barn [ban] ». $&TIH

batter ['beeta] ve. E &R &,
EAR]

bony ['bouni] adj. & ¥EHIH

brass [brees] n. odj. BH. &
bk

creature ['kritfo] n. 44,3

9
especially [i'spefali] adv. RH
fancy [fensi] vz. 234,474
tit [fit] ve. (Citted) (f)5E &
gallantly ('geclontli] adv. B
o AFRTXEM
gaunt [gont] adj. MR
helmet ['helmit] n. 3%2%
hold [hould] we. 4 ,%,{##
tike [laik] adj. ffe-—F
missing ['misip] adj. B4
needs [nidz] adv. (5 must &
;YY)
pasteboard ['peistbo:d] ». 44
patch up 8,53
polisk ['polif] ve. MR, %K
properly ['prapali] adv. & %
M, 124
provide [pro'vaid] ve. $4t
Qt%i;ana [ki'hama] LA 4 1%
ra;ge [real odj. FRH. BB

rust [rast] w. (S RO4EH
serve [sov] vi. [R% T4 F
strap [strep] . JHF
stubborn ['staban] adj. 7 B
#y, By
stoff [stafl n. #1%}
supply [so'plai] vz. BE44, R4
swift [swift] adj. RHEHY
wiry [‘wairi] odj. &R 4 ¥
B B MR EN
with great care PNUORE
workmanship ['wokmenfip] ».
BT TR
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GETTING READY FOR ADVENTURES

- have an honorable and high-sounding name. ”
So he spent four days in studying what he should
call his steed. _
At last he said, “I have it. His name shall be
5 Rozinante. ” )
“And why do you give him that strange name?”
asked the niece.
“l will tell you,” he answered. “The word

rozin means ‘common horse,’ and the word ante is

10 good Latin for ‘before’ or ‘formerly.” Now if I
call my gallant steed ‘Formerly-a-Common-Horse,’
the meaning is plain; for everybody will understand
that he is now no longer common, but very wncom-
mon. Do you see? So his name shall be Rozinante, ”

15 Then he patted the horse lovingly, and gently
repeated, “Rozinante! Rozinante]”

He thought that if he could only find as good a
name for himself, he would feel like riding out and
beginning- his adventures at once. For what more

20 could he need? )

“Every knight,” he said, “has the right to put
Don at the beginning of his name; for that is a title
of honor and respect. Now, I shall call myself Don—
Don—Don something; but what shall it be?”

25 He studied this question for eight days. Then a
happy thought came into his mind.

“I will call myself Don Quixote,” he cried, “and

adventure [ad'ventfo] ». B

begin [bi'gin] »2. (began, be-
gun, beginming) ¥4

common ['komen] adj. ¥ 3& K

Don [dan] . eee e (FHH
FARBENBWM KB, H
W MrE Sir) *

Jeel like (do)ing B Xk ik, 8 4
33

formerly ['fomali] adv. PARY

gallant ['geelont] adj. BHAT,
AEHLREHN

high-sounding ['hai'saundif]
adj. HSRH

honorable [on(a)rabl] adj. ¥
xR

k!l:itght (nait] ». (2RI

Latin [letin] n. ¥ T35

lovingly [avinli] adv. FH#t

mean [min] ve. WBRHF, RR
—H R

mind [maind] n. >, K

come into one’ s mind B L >3L

niece [nis] 2. &

no longer 15

on; [wans] 2. adv. §&,—

at once LRl

pat [pet] ve. B3

plain [plein] adj. B ALH,F
Ad

repeat [ri'pict] ve. B M f (G
=2),E3 -

respect [ris'pekt] ». HA, HF

Rozinante ['rozi'nenti] 2. [5
£IPEER

something ['sambin] pron. 3t
059 . 580

steed [stid] n. B(HH#HLET
BRE)

title ['taitl] 2. B

uncommon [ankomen] adj. R

¥ FLEg
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