





B3

E4E

hi
%

Kl

Ep

s}
ki

iz
it

o [ 0 % O e 2%



V“...Lhﬂnl 4 ﬂ .u pr. 1\ 1
B o poas g







X

P

, Rl =
T s e A )4

N AT £ e M

O IR




SR

Y
H



aF &R (1977 4 JEL R R



glim

A R W A R D MK E e X =
" R R ) @ E B R0 T sk e e " ZAbRIRT
R 2 TN R T B | 1 RN s
EWEWE I Lol RAKLPYE ™ W RE -
P ERARYT Y IRP PRI TIELER®

MR A E S AR E R oI ¥
W WK™ RiewE®° BIdRYRE” | X=NVE
AR R T SRS S T JMITRET
MK DR Ko B Fohe” e E o™ R
RARHM X TR R R BN ° ARHE
oA Bl Bl " QT wehie” e B A 3T WRET T EIR
ERNHe s (AR | |° A+ HERE™ TR+ K2
THE T X Chpd " Wl K R ) R™ o
LR RE N R BRI HF [Tw)” B
Bl sErE"

R | ER D RER=® obd- M [THINE
T B MRS UME R E T R R E Y
H 3owK 42 b 2 il ™ SO S A e R R T < A W

. S

T i 55 ] RS R e e e b AR e T R R AR S e e
ROBEW" | £ £ 8 EK W4 & ol K L
TAR WHERFPIRKES" TR K] X4 Fx
WK BaET Ko o mR " ok s KT
R PER" FiERHR® LR Kok’
B e 2 A1 T PR R e A R IK 2 7 ) SR AT R o
B s sib ] A B R E T o S K K R TR E Rl

BN R | X LR PRI 0IKE 2 " X
HRE Y RE T ELORET Y YR LLTRR"E
WP " AR R el AR R 48 LR bl " FNE
FERIETREIER T H BN W R T R T
jeud e B ° IRHEKAN T e R RN Y RE R
sWiT e " S e g ®

[ R ER" PHMELRE] GEERY
(of | EREEDE)" W T E-54] dmug iR’
oI PR o EbKhreg®

ol A 45 °

[ R0 | w4 &



Selected works of Calligraphy

Mr Xu Fei has been engaged in calligraphy
and sealcutting for more than sixty years and in art
education for over half a century. He is fruitful
both in artistic creation and art education. It is not
an exaggeration to say that Mr Xu Fei has expend-
ed all his energies in the study and creation of cal-
ligraphy and sealcutting. The masterpieces in this
album are selected from his works which numker
near a thousand. The collection reveals the author
’s artistic career and personality.

Mr Xu has a wide interest in art. He first
studied landscape painting then woodcutting in his
early years and has achieved in both. But his per-
sistent interest is in calligraphy and sealcutting and
to attain the perfection he has made unremitting ef-
forts all his life. His sealcutting is bold and vigor-
ous but implicit in style which is quite personal.
Zhao Puchu, a famous calligrapher, once com-
mented that “Xu’s sealcuttng is of the original
style of the Qin and Han dynasties, taking in the
good qualities of the different schools in Zhejiang
and Anhui Provinces.” Xu’s Calligraphy covers
different styles; the style hs uses in carring sfone
seals is his best. The characters he writes appear
simple and antique, bold and vigorous. Zhou Ying-
nan, another noted calligrapher, praised his calli-
graphical works as “the formost in Fujian”. At the
beginning of the 1980’s Mr Xu brought forth a new
technique to cut seal characters in a running hand
style, that makes his cutting as antique and vigor-
ous as that used in Zhou seals and as elegant and
flowing as in modern running hand writing, The so
called ”Running Hand Sealcutting” is a new style

all his own.

Mr Xu has been enthusiastic in art education.
In his early years he was in charge of the Baiyan
Art Society and sponsored the China National Cor-
respondent Class of Woodcutting. After liberation
he first worked as headmaster of Fujian Industrial
Arts and crafts School, then in the 1980’s he
sorked as chairman of Xiamen Calligraphers Asso-

ad Sealcutti Xu Fi

by Lin Maoyi

ciation and headmaster of Xiamen Sparetime Cal-
ligraphy School, giving calligrarphy and sealcut-
ting lessons all that time. In 1988 when he retired
from his post, he together with the writer founded
the Xiamen Brach of the China Correspondene Uni-
He made
painstaking effort in the work, keeping contact

versity of Painting and Calligraphy.

with the general school in Beijing, making enroll-
ment plans, and printing advertisements. He has
been working enthusiastically not only in the orga-
nization of the school, but also in teaching. He al-
ways prepares and conducts his lessons conscien-
tiously, correcting students’ exercises carefully.
The publication of this album is greatly supported
by his students. This in some way demonstrates
how Mr Xu is loved by his students and how fruit-
ful he is as an art educator.

Calligraphy and sealcutting as a technical abil-
ity can be attained through close application, but
as an artform, application only is not enough, for
they are the expression of one’s personality and e-
motion. Mr Xu is honest and sincere. He is always
striving for perfection with pioneering spirit in his
artistic creation and he is always modest and pru-
dent about his work. He never fails to help his stu-
dents and other learners of art. He has the quality
of a teacher and the reputation of a venerable el-
der. It is meaningful for hin as well as for the art
circle to have this collection published, for he is
mature both as a man and an artist.

I work against fleeting time in the late years of
my life.

Like a silkworm I am ready to sacrifice myself
to others.

(Reflections on the First Teachers Day by Xu Fei)

As he expressesin his lines, Mr Xu makes
constant pursuit in the field of art with his ever —

lasting youth and enthusiasm, setting a good ex-
ample for me.
NOV. 25,1993, in Gulang Island
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A WAY TO THE GOLD-
EN EVENING

Biographic Notes to Prof.
Xu Fei, a Calligraphic Sealcut-

ting Artist, Fine Arts Educator
by Bishan -

The original given name of Mr. Xu Fei is Youhui, who
styles himself Huilu. As he entered his fifties, he changed
his style name to Jingla and Jinggong, also known as Qian-
shi Host. Born in Jinjiang in 1915, Mr. Xu is currently an
associate professor at the Fujian Industrial Arts School,
member of the Chinese Calligraphers’ Association, Hon-
orary President of the Huaxia Seal Engravers’ Association of
China , Honorary President and professor at the Xiamen
Branch of the China Correspondence University of Painting
and Calligraphy, adviser to the Xiamen Calligraphers’ Asso-
ciation, academic consultant of the Chinese Calligraphic So-
ciety in the Phillipines, adviser to the Jiangsu Danyuan Seal-
cutting House and the Fujian Minhai Sealcutting House, and
Honorary President of the Luchao Calligraphic Sealcutting
House.

While still a kid, Mr. Xu showed keen interest in the
art of painting, calligraphy and literature. At the age of
ten, he earned a good reputation in the town by making cou-
plets for others. In his early years,he studied under the in-
structionsof Painter Liu Yizhai,Calligrapher Lu Gongwang,
and later under the guidance of Quanzhou painter Li Shuo-
ging. In his early twenties, his talent was recognized by
Master Hongyi, who also offered him instruction and com-
mented that his seals were “solemn and gratifying.” In
1938, Master Hongyi evaluated his Hui Lu Seals Collection,
praising the seal of “Into and out of the Chamber of the Qin
and Han Dynasties” by saying that “the seal is superior and
can rival contemporary masters. ” In 1939, Mr. Xu, in col-
laboration with Painter Shi Qimin, established the Baiyan
Arts House in Quanzhou; several exhibitions were held for
painting, calligraphy and wood carving; three kinds of
monthly magazines about pictures printed from etched
plates, after being edited by Mr. Xu, were regularly pub-
lished, totalling dozens of issues; all this was aimed at pro-
moting fine arts among the masses. In 1943, Mr. Xu served
as superintendent for the Chinese Society on the Research of
Woodcut, in charge of the Fujian branch and organizing all
—China woodcut correspondence courses, which turned out
a number of qualified personnel in this field (cf. “China’s
History of Modern Woodcut” by the People’s Fine Arts
Press). Scores of his works, including Herding Horses,
Where is my Hometown, Sheep — Herding Girl. Tri-
umphant Return, and War — Weary, was put on national
exhibition and carried by journals all the year through. The
works “High Mountains & Thick Forests” was exhibited in
the U.S. A. and was included in the “Chinese Woodcut Al-
bum” which was published in New York. In 1949, Mr. Xu
was put in charge of the Wuyi Publishing House, which
published the “Studies Monthly” and other reading matters.
He was transferred to Xiamen in the winter of 1949, and
served in the newspaper office, municipal Party committee,
and later the municipal association of literature and arts.
Beginning in 1952, he went through the posts of president
of the Xiamen Luchao School of Fine Arts and the Fujian,
and gave instructions in calligraphy. Starting in 1982, he
acted as adviser to the Fujian School of Arts and Crafts, and
concurrently as instructor of calligraphy. Over 30 years of
teaching in fine arts and calligraphy have enabled him to ac-
cumulate a wealth of experiences; his students can be found
the world over. Although preoccupied with educational af-
fairs and professional creation, Mr. Xu maintains a commit-

ment to social service. During his tenure between 1982 ana
1988 as President of the Xiamen Calligraphers’ Association
and Xiamen Amateur Calligraphic School, he successfully
ran the school, which has turned out over 4,000 graduates
for the past ten years. In the winter of 1987, he proposed to
set up the Xiamen branch for the China Correspondence U-
niversity of Plainting and Calligraphy; since its birth, the
branch has made great strides in teaching, its fame spread-
ing far and wide. In 1988, he recruited scores of new mem-
bers in Xiamen and Quanzhou for the Chinese Elders Society
on the Research of Painting and Calligraphy, and provided
assistance in the establishments of the Xiamenbranch and
Quanzhou Elders Society on the Research of Painting and
Calligraphy, Which are active under the guidance of the
general society.

In tus early years, Mr. Xu delved into regular scripts;
later he shifted his emphasis to Bei tablets as well as Qin—
Dynasty seal scripts and Han — Dynasty official scripts;
moreover, he intensively studied inscriptions on ancient
bronze objects; inscriptions on oracle bones, stone drums,
bricks and tiles also attracted his attention. All this has
helped him to acquire mastery of a variety of styles, in par-
ticular the regular script. His seal scripts are vigorous, ma-
jestic and charming, while his running scripts are well —
knit, rigorous and graceful. For the past decade, Mr. Xu
has been in cutting unique seals on the basis of running
scripts. This unique style incorporates the grandeur of seal
scripts and the vigor of running scripts into a whole, there-
fore, the characters are stately, lively, vivid and distinc-

tive. As it is distinguished from what was previously called

“cursive seal scripts,”

it gets the name of “running — hand
scripts. ” Mr. Xlu's official scripts are natural and unre-
strained ; his regular scripts have some sense of Bei tablets:
sometimes, the two styles are combined. displaying an air
of solemnity. Mr. Xu Fei started to cut seals at the age of
16. At that time seals were highly necessary for painting
and calligraphy, but he was not satisfied with seals pro
duced by others, so he took up the knife himself. He began
with the Zhejiang and Anhui styles, then proceeded to pur
sue the appeal of seals cut in the ancient Qin and Han dynas
ties, and learned from the strong points possessed by Wu
Changshuo, Wu Rangzhi, Zhao Guni and Lai Chusheng of
the modern times. He even carried these good qualities for
ward. For decades Mr. Xu has produced tens of thousands
of seals, all of which are natural, vigorous and delicate;
they are unaffected but tasteful, revealing the creator’s un-
usual ingenuity. His students, with Mr. Xu's help, have al-
so made significant achievements. Mr. Xu even entered the
field of photography in his early years. determined to turn
out photos rich in poetic flavor. Three photos taken by him
once went to an exhibition in Shanghai. and one was includ-
ed in the “Changhong Film Album.” His paintings are pri
marily focused on landscapes, and were displayed on a few
exhibitions in the 1940s. In the 1950s his painting works
could be found each year on provincial and city exhibitions.
Mr. Xu was once the grand —prize winner of fine arts in Fu-
jian, but preoccupation with calligraphic creation and teach-
ing distracted his attention on painting: soon he discontin-
ued painting. Mr. Xu Fei’s calligraphic and sealcutting
works was displayed on the 1st and 2nd National Book Ex
hibition as well as other major national exhibitions, and
even went to Japan, the Philippines, Singapore, South Ko-
rea, Canada, Hong Kong and Taiwan for showing. The
country’s professional journals and some famous newspa-
pers in the Southeast Asia constantly carry his works or ar
ticles on him. Mr. Xu's works is collected by a number of
foreign organizations and individuals.. His story and works
have been included in the New Arts and Literature Series *
Calligraphy Part (compiled by Sha Menghai). Works of
Famous Contemporary Chinese Calligraphers, Modern Se-
lected Seals, Chinese Yearbook of Seal Study, Anthology of
Contemporary Chinese Calligraphic Art, Selected Works by
Contemporary Calligraphers on Poetry and Verse, Contempo-
rary Anthology of Calligraphic Works in Couplets, Collec-
tion of Painting and Calligraphy across the Strait, and the
Japanese — published Anthology of Contemporary Chineses
Calligraphy as well as 30— plus other collections. His works
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also appears in over 10 directories and books of Who is Wha.
including the Directory of Famous Contemporary Chinese
Calligraphers and Painters. Directory of Contemporary Chi-
nese Calligraphers, and Directory of Ancient and Modern
Chinese Calligraphers.

Mr. Xu Fei is modest, amiable, sincere, conscientious
and noted for his meticulous scholarship. He gives instruc-
tions to young people with tireless zeal. He admonishes
them to pay attention to “what is beyond the written charac-
ters,” especially one’s morality. He says, “When [ started
as a teenager, 1 wanted nothing but good penmanship. I
made efforts in painting, sealcutting, literature and theory,
1 was interested in other forms of art, I learned the inter-
play between them, but I had no idea of the role that callig-
raphy plays in one's morality. On contact with Master
Hongyi, who gave me valuable guidance, 1 found that his
works is a relfection of his words and deeds, I came to real-
ize what “written characters reflect one’s personality” actu-
ally meant, and 1 understood the relationship between
works and morality. Master Hongyi's remark that “one has
to be morally qualified before he starts his career in art” still
rings in my ear. Mr. Xu is now 78 years old, but his efforts
are carrying on unabated; he explores and innovates. striv-
ing for novelty; he is resolved to be a faithful scholar and
contribute more to the causes of calligraphy and eduction.

Note: This article is a reprint from the Philippine Commer-
cial News® of April 29, 1993 and Selected Works by Xu Fer .
a Contemporary Chinese Calligraphic Seal Engraver.
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