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Preface ® Black Gold in China

Jet, the rare stone found and mined underground
mainly in Fushun, China, is a kind of precious stone
which is scarcely seen in other places of the world. It
is hard in quality, deep and solemn in color, and is
expected to be passed on from generations to genera—
tions. Jet sculpture is a handicraft originated and glori-
fied in Fushun, Liaoning, China, and is now recognized

as the city’s classic " name card" . The handiworks of
jet sculpture in Fushun have been meticulously carved
by gererations of masters in applied arts with their
superb workmanship and originality, which make these

works more valuable and fascinating to people.

The vantage point of Fushun Western Strip Mine, the
place of origin for jet, is a memorable site where the
great man Mao Zedong used to admire the wonderful
handiworks of jet sculpture. And many former prole-
tariat revolutionaries, such as Zhude, Dong Biwu, Deng
Xiaoping, and Chenyun, etc., also came by to appreci-
ate the art of jet sculpture. What’smore, throngs of vis-
itors from home and abroad came here continuously to

view the handiworks of jet sculpture, feeling amazed at

Gems of Art



the precious ancient stones finally unearthed and being

thrilled to purchase one to add to their collections of

According to dictionary definition, the origin of jet is
quite different from that of other minerals: " A special
kind of coal formed by the remnants of large quatities
of lower plants and some higher plants through car-
bonization --- suitable of being carved into handicrafts

and ornaments; mainly produced in Fushun, China."

With time rolling its untiring wheel, the world has un-
dergone dramatic changes through the years. So it is
with jet application. Compared with the simple coarse
jet ornaments unearthed in the tombs of Han dynasty,
the excellent jet sculptures displayed on the 2010
Shanghai World Exhibition are gorgeous and integrated
masterpieces. While communicating with the incarna-
tions of undergroung treasures from 50, 000, 000
years ago, visitors would inevitably learn much about

the brilliant civilization in the region of Fushun.

Ancient Chinese discovered the existence of jet, and
modern Chinese has developed its application. The
tradition of jet carving has been passed down like an
olympic torch from gererations to generations, varying
from ancient people’s simple application of jet in
everyday life to present day’s artistic pursuit in terms

of jet sculpture which is approaching perfection. It is
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wisdom and the joint efforts of generations of skillful
craftsmen which culminate into the current glory of
this rare form of art. Recalling the past in the light of
the present, it was Zhao Kunsheng, the carpenter
immgrant who first found jet in the beginning of 19th
century. Then he was going east of Shanhaiguan Pass
to make a living, and he finally settled down in
Fushun. By accident, he found that in the coal for
cooking there was " another kind" of coal which was
fine, hard and tensile. It was then commonly called
" gabali" by miners. Afterwards, he carved a jet handi-
craft with a shovel, the first piece of jet sculpture in
modern Fushun, just out of professional impulse:-- So
far, the first line of genealogy for jet sculpture crafts-
men in Fushun as well as the first chapter of the city’s
history of the art of jet sculpture was written. In the
1950s, headed by Liu Dongpo-a master in carving jet
sculpture, the prominent sculptors of Fushun Jet
Sculpture Plant such as Wang Jichang, Guoyi, Li
Yuming, Ma Biao, etc., produced a large number of
excellent handiworks of jet sculpture, adding glorious
chapters to the development of jrt sculpture with their
collective efforts. From that time to the 1970s and
1980s, a group of craftsmen in jet sculpture including
Chengbin, Wang Yonggang, Ma dJunlong, Guan Dalu,
and Zhang Dehui, etc., learned the essence of jet
sculpture through old masters” oral instructions and
their own understanding of the craftsmanship. They did

live up to the expectations of their masters and even



suppassed their masters in becoming outstanding repre—
sentatives for different styles of jet sculpture, opening
a new path of flourishing development for jet sculpture
in the new era. There is no lack of successors for the
cause of jet sculpture. A goung generation of jet
sculpture craftsmen, such as Gong Zhentao, Zhang
Yaoqgian, Xu Xiaogang, etc., have made their names
known in this field with their classical works, display-
ing a trend that they will catch up with and finally
overtake the older generation of craftsmen. And there
are even the 7th generation successors for jet sculp-
ture who has just shown their talents in jet carving.
They learn from their masters” instructions and engage
themselves wholeheartedly in the art of jet sculpture,
starting their first step in their artistic pursuit. It is a
heartening news for us that, after rigid grading and
assessment by the national art grading authority, 7 jet
sculpture craftsmen from Fushun have been entitled
masters of applied arts of Liaoning province. This fur-
ther justified the technical nature of the art of Fushun
jet sculpture and undoubtedly enhanced its social repu-

tation.

Jet is pure in color and lustre, thick and heavy in
texture. After the meticulous carving by masters of ap-
plied arts, it turns into precious works of art with live—
ly, distinctive images, each infused with its own life
and soul. " Today’s works of applied arts will become

cultural relics in the future," this argument has been
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fully testified in history. In our age of peace and
prosperity, more and more people enjoy collecting cul-
tural relics. And excellent works of jet sculpture have
been favoured by insightful people. It is true that
works of jet sculpture include everything that is made
of jet, and from the appearance all of them come
from the work of man by using a knife, a shovel and
a chisel. Yet the essence of appreciating the art of jet
sculpture lies in its nourishing one’s nature, enhancing
one’s artistic taste and upgrading one’s aesthetic inter—
ests. And jet sculpture is the shining combination of
the cultural sediments of a long history and superb
craftsmanship. These are the most important reasons
as to why it deserves to be created, to be appreciated,
to be collected and to be socially significant. Jet sculp-

ture is an attractive " name card" of Fushun. To se-
cure the good reputation of this " name card" and ex-
pand its scale of influence, leaders at all levels of
Fushun government as well as the citizens take jet
sculpture as the pride of the city, paying close atten-
tion and giving sincere support to the art of jet
sculpture. What is worth mentioning is that Fushun Jet
Sculpture succeeded in being listed into the National
Non-material Cultural Heritage project. Thus this form
of art will be permanently preserved, and it will take
its position in the glorious gallery of world culture and
art. It is now a favourable age for the flourishing de-
velopment of jet sculpture in timing, geographical and

human conditions. In the beginning of the 1990s,



there formed a street of stores trading works of jet
sculpture and amber in Guchengzi, Western Strip Mine,
and there have been also street fairs trading the same
kind of handicrafts in Ningyuan and nearby Friendship
Hotel on East No. 1 road. These places have become
the center for making and selling works of jet sculp-
ture in Fushun. In the golden autumn of 2010, Fushun
det Sculpture and Amber Museum, the first museum
nationwide for displaying jet sculpture and amber, has
just accomplished its grand opening on a street in
Western Strip Mine, the source of jet raw materials.
Many skillful craftsmen have gathered here and they
have produced a lot of remarkable works of jet sculp-
ture. In fact, this museum has become the center for
jet sculpture in terms of discussing, creating, displaying
and trading. And this part of the city has become a
demonstration district in inheriting and nurturing jet

sculpture as a cultural heritage and a cultural industry.

det is also considered as the jade in coal by Chinese.
" Unlike gold, the exquisite crafts of jade cannot be
priced. The same is true with the masterpieces of jet
sculpture. What a magnificent sight it is for the serene
jet to be lifted high in the air by miners, basking itself
in the warm, golden sunshine! What a beautiful scene
it is for jet to be carved by wise craftsmen into lively

works of jet sculpture which will last forever:----- "
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