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Piano Man

Birth Name Lang Lang
Birth Date and Place June 14, 1982; Shenyang, China
Home Philadelphia, Pennsylvania




Think About What You Kaow

Have you ever taken music lessons? Would you like to know how to play the
piano? Read the article and find out about Lang Lang and his music.

Wnrd pﬂWEl’

What do the words below tell you about the article?

pedal . J# grin » B ML
accent » 0¥ passion n. ¥
pound v. & & #
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neatling Skill

Using Context ( #fiE1E )

WIRAE (context clues) HEB) THMARHA N, EBEERLFAFEN
B FHRBRALGFPHE AL, XRFATCHAYTEEFRRNT, wEEI R
HEWE, BHRECHHETIRERFEFINE R, REREFHFEXN AN S
Xo

New Word She has always enjoyed singing with a group. That’s why
Context she sings in a chorus.
Clues

If you don’t know the meaning of the word chorus, you can use the clues
“singing with a group,” and “she sings in” to help you find the meaning. From
these clues, what do you think chorus means?



(,ang Lang

Piano Man

Can a baby enjoy and understand music? Some people may say no. But then
how do you explain the Chinese pianist Lang Lang?

Lang Lang was born in 1982 in northern China. From the beginning, his
parents could see that he loved music. Says his father, “Even at one month old,
our son had a special reaction to music.”

When Lang Lang was two years old, he was watching TV. A cartoon came
on. The cartoon showed a mouse playing the piano. The mouse was playing a
famous piano piece by Franz Liszt. Lang Lang listened to this classical music.
Then he walked over to his family’s piano and began to play. He didn’t just
bang on the keys. He played the exact notes he had heard on the cartoon. Lang
Lang’s parents could see that their son was gifted.

When Lang Lang was three years old, his parents found him a piano teacher.
After just two years, Lang Lang could play many hard pieces. He did not sit
down when he played. He would not have been able to reach the pedals. Instead
he stood up. Even so, he had to stretch his arms wide to reach all the keys.

At age five, Lang Lang gave his first show. He was not at all nervous. To him,
it was fun. “I remember I was just so excited to go out and play,” he says.

By the time Lang Lang was nine, he needed more training than he could get
in his hometown of Shenyang. He needed to go to Beijing. That is the capital
of China. But going there meant breaking up the family. Lang Lang’s mother
worked as a telephone engineer in Shenyang. The family needed the money
she earned. They could not afford to have her leave her job. So she stayed in
Shenyang while Lang Lang’s father moved with him to Beijing, an 11-hour
train ride away.

Life in Beijing was not easy for Lang Lang. He and his father lived in a tiny

apartment with no heat. Lang Lang was cold all the time. “Sometimes my
father would go to bed before me and warm up the sheets for when I went to
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sleep,” Lang Lang says. Every morning at 5:00 a.M., Lang Lang got up to practice
the piano. Then he went to school. When he came home, he practiced more.
“I practiced piano five hours a day!” he notes.

Lang Lang missed his mother terribly. He also had trouble making friends at
school. He had a heavy northern accent. Speaking differently than the other
kids made him feel like an outsider. He didn’t feel like he belonged there. And
worst of all, he did not get along with his new music teacher. “I had a teacher
who didn't like me,” he says. He tried to please her. But everything he did
seemed wrong. For the first time ever, he did not have fun playing the piano. It
made him sad. At last, he says, the teacher “kicked me out of her class.”

Lang Lang was very upset. But when he found a new music teacher, things
got better. “I got a good teacher, and everything just changed,” he says. Once
again he began to enjoy making music. His spirits rose, and he started to make
friends at school. Soon he felt happy again.

Over the next few years, Lang Lang’s talent grew. He continued to play the
piano many hours a day. He played with great energy, putting his whole
body into the music. He pounded the keys so often and so hard that many
of the strings broke. “In the end, some 30 tones didn’t work,” he says. “I must
have broken about 70 strings. I didn’t mind. I just kept playing, and I replaced
the missing notes inside my head.”

By 1997 Lang Lang felt ready to do more. He and his father moved to
Philadelphia. There Lang Lang studied at the Curtis Institute. The teachers
there helped him play even better.

His big chance came when he was 17. He tried out for Chicago’s Ravinia
Festival. This is the oldest summer music festival in the United States. Many

Skill Break

Using Context

Look at paragraph 6. Find the word afford in the middle of the paragraph. What
clues in the paragraph can help you find the meaning of afford?

From the clues, what do you think afford means?



Lang Lang plays at a free concert event in New
York. He often does shows to raise money for
children who are in need.

famous people play there every year. Lang Lang knew
his try-out went well. “I was supposed to play for
20 minutes,” he says. “But I played for two hours.”
Still, he thought it would be a couple of years before
he got to play at Ravinia. He was surprised when
the phone rang the very next morning. A Ravinia
pianist had gotten sick. Would Lang Lang like to
fill in for him?

3 Twelve hours later, Lang Lang took the stage. He amazed everyone. In that
one night, he became famous. One Chicago paper called him the “biggest,
most exciting keyboard talent” to come along in years.

1 Since then, many people have become fans of Lang Lang. People around the
world love his style. They love to watch his hands and hair fly in all directions.
They love his big grin. Most of all, they love the passion he brings to his music.
Many say he is the greatest pianist of our times.

s It’s not just classical music fans who know about Lang Lang. He has reached
out beyond that group. His music was used on the TV show Joan of Arcadia. He
has also been on The Tonight Show.

s Lang Lang sees that the world is full of many kinds of music. It flows from
people’s hearts and minds, he says. So of course music comes in different
forms. He loves classical music. But he also likes Britney Spears, Eminem, and
Michael Jackson. For him, all forms of music have one thing in common. “We
should always remember,” he says, “that music is for sharing.”

» Lang Lang means “smart » He plays piano in 150

man with open mind.” shows a year.
D He likes playing table D After playing he soaks his A
tennis and table soccer. hands in hot water and P
------------------------------------- rUbs them.

--------------------



Activities

u Understanding What You Read

0 Fill in the circle next to the correct answer.
1. What first caused Lang Lang’s parents to think he should have piano lessons?

O A. He practiced more than five hours a day.
O B. He could play music he had heard on TV.
O C. He did not sit down when he played.

2. When Lang Lang moved to Beijing, his

O A. mother got a new job fixing telephones.
O B. father went on a trip to Philadelphia.
O C. music teacher didn’t like him.
3. Lang Lang got his first big chance in the United States when
O A. aRavinia Festival pianist got sick.
O B. he played piano on The Tonight Show.
O C. a Chicago newspaper wrote about him.
4. The author probably wrote this article in order to
O A. teach the reader about life in China.
O B. tell the reader about a great pianist.
O C. make the reader want piano lessons.
5. Which sentence best states the main idea of the article?
O A. Lang Lang is famous for being a great piano player.
O B. Lang Lang’s music is well-known around the world.
O C. Lang Lang started piano lessons when he was three years old.

Number of Correct Answers: Part A

E Using Context

@ Read the paragraph below. Look for context clues that tell you what the word
gifted means. Underline the context clues in the paragraph. Then fill in the circle
next to the correct meaning of gifted.

1. When Lang Lang was two years old, he was watching TV. A cartoon came on. The
cartoon showed a mouse playing the piano. The mouse was playing a famous piano



piece by Franz Liszt. Lang Lang listened to this classical music. Then he walked over
to his family’s piano and began to play. He didn’t just bang on the keys. He played the
exact notes he had heard on the cartoon. Lang Lang’s parents could see that their son
was gifted.

QO A. getting many presents

O B. very good at something

O C. funny looking

@ Reread paragraph 8 in the article. Find the word outsider in the middle of the
paragraph. Look for a clue about the meaning of outsider. Write the clue below.
Then write what you think outsider means.

2. Context Clue:
Outsider means:

Number of Correct Answers: Part B

Using Words

’ Complete each sentence with a word from the box. Write the missing word on the line.

pianist reaction classical accent passion

1. My brother has a for collecting rocks.

2. The teacher asked the to play a song for the class.
3. The new boy spoke with an .

4. Her to the joke was to laugh.

5. My mom’s favorite music is

0 Choose one of the words from the box. Write a new sentence using the word.

6. word:

Number of Correct Answers: Part C




n Writing About It

Write a Story

‘ What happened when Lang Lang tried out for Chicago’s Ravinia Festival? Write a
story about it. Finish the sentences below to write your story. Use the checklist on

page 82 to check your work.

In 1999 Lang L ang tried out for Chicago’s Ravinia Festival. The Ravina Festival is

During Lang Lang’s tryout, they let him play

The phone rang the next morning and Lang Lang found out

When Lang Lang played at the show, people thought

Lesson 1 Add your correct answers from parts A, B, and C to get your total
score. Then find the percentage for your total score on the chart below.

Record your percentage on the graph on page 84.
Total Score for Parts A, B, and C

Percentage

JIEINISN 1 |2 |3 (4 |5(6 (7 |8|9(10(11(12]13

NN 8 (15|23 |31 138 |46(54 (62 (69|77 (85192 |100




LESSON 2

Shania Twain

A Happy Ending

Birth Name Eilleen Regina Edwards
Birth Date and Place August 28, 1965; Windsor, Ontario, Canada
Home Tour-de-Peilz, Switzerland




