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Editor’s Words
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The 50 remarkable masterpieces have been carefully selected to represent the trend
of modern home design and designers’ various ideas about environment in different
regions, cultures and settings.

The selected projects include apartments and villas with functional areas from the
interior to exterior spaces. Each project has proved a particular design style and
the diversity and practicability of design elements, and thus helps to explore local
cultural characteristics in the current international similarity of the design patterns.
The designing process is always restricted by both the building space and the
client’s expectations, where designers’ ideas are expressed through not only space
division, but also interface elements as well as various compositions of different
interfaces. Therefore, how to find the right materials to convey the orderly emotional
experience and finally achieve the symbolic effect based on the ample embodiment
of the colour and texture, appears of great prominence.

“Beauty” in this book is merely a broad concept, while in practice there are so many
standards and definitions about the “beauty” in the housing design. Here, it refers
to the classicism reflected in the “Quidnet Road” by Kathleen Hay Designs, or the
postmodernism in the “Apartment F” by SCHOLSSER+PARTNER or the Chinese
traditional cultural characteristics in the “Taiyuan Aparment” by MOHEN DESIGN, etc.
We hope that this book will provide readers with an excellent visual feast, and
meanwhile, encourage them to think over the essence of each project and the lasting
artistic charm behind it.
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Completion date: 2009
Location: London, UK

Designer: C 1 Architects

Photographer

The house is single-fronted and two rooms deep, containing a cellar-basement and four storeys. The front of this range of houses was
designed to conform with that of the west side of the north arm of Spital Square, though the windows here are spaced in groups of
three to each house. The house is paired with its neighbour, with mirrored plans and central chimney-stacks. The interior is probably
typical of others that were in the street. The narrow entrance-hall is lined with plain panelling in two heights, and an elliptical arch on
Doric pilasters opens to the stair-well. The dog-leg staircase has cut strings with shaped brackets, simply turned balusters, column-
newels, and a moulded handrail. The first-floor rooms are lined with plain panels in two heights, set in ovolo-moulded framing with a
moulded chair-rail and a box-cornice. The upper rooms are generally lined with plain rebated panelling.
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ghting greatly invigorates the interior ambience.

The simple materials give the space a sense of purity, and the variety of li
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The natural texture of the ground floor goes harmoniously with the outdoor environment, blurring In the bathroom, the symmetrical layout together with the cast iron and ceramic materials, creates a
the boundaries between the indoor and outdoor spaces tranquil atmosphere.
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The 12+Alder building is a mixed-use collective space. It finds a crossover of function with a private residence, storefront retail, design
studios and live-work space. A church, a soup kitchen and a drug clinic were all neighbours. Design choices further the dialogue
between the past and present of the building. The building exterior was re-contextualised to respond to the church. The corner of
the brick facade was cut and cantilevered a metal-clad shell facing the church, using a material that recalls the steeple roofing. The
wrapped facade forms an awning for the retail space. A floor to ceiling trapezoid window has folded into a skylight to capture the
view of the church steeple. From inside the upper level residence, the steeple stands as if it were at attention. In a once less-desirable
section of downtown Portland, this design-build project was inspired by the desire to encourage unique creative businesses to interact
and thrive with each other. The building successfully explores a way to illicit dialogue between old and new and past and present,
using a careful language of consideration.
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The texture of the soft and rough floor and that of the hard but smooth ceiling create a sharp visual contrast
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The table is consistent with the floor in the adoption of material, and formed in the folding way. The rough texture of the carpet enhances the tactile experience
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