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Abstract

The secondary education of England has a long history, it
can be traced back to the Canterbury bishop school about in
A.D. 7. Before the 20th century, however, the secondary educa-
tion was mainly monopolized by the Church and the upper middle
class, it trained chiefly the priest and the person of outstanding
ability. England is such a country that advocates the freedom,
the English regards it as priceless treasure to be interfered with
one’s things as little as possible by the state, especially in the field
of education. Consequently, England had no secondary educational
system dominated and administered indeed by the state before the
20th century. The promulgation of 1902 Education Act is an
important milestone in the history of English education, it
marked the formation of public secondary educational system of
England. From then on, the public secondary education has
developed rapidly.

In the whole 20th century, the reform and development of

secondary education of England has experienced such a process
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that advanced gradually. The Labour Party and the Conservative
Party has being in power in turn (the Liberal Party was in office
for a short time) in England, but as the differences between the
political proposition and the view of value, the educational policy
of each political party is usually different, the policy on secondary
education is the points at issue between the parties all along, Generally
speaking, the Liberal Party and the Labour Party advocate the
educational equal opportunity,on the contrary, the Conservative Party
emphasizes the hierarchy of education. The conflict on the policy of
education between the Labour Party and the Conservative Party
reflects on the problem of comprehensive education especially,
the two parties have argued on it for a long time. Nevertheless,
because England is a country in which the conservatism and
transformation exist simultaneously, this conflict on the policy of
education heads for integration at last. It was also a typical char-
acteristic on the evolution of secondary educational policy of Eng-
land in the 20th century.

This writing combines the study of history of education with
the analysis of policies, discussing systematically and thoroughly
the history changes of secondary education of England from the
angle of education policy, analysing mainly the changes and
success and failure of secondary education polices in different
periods of the 20th century from the aspects of politics, sociology,
economics, history and culturology, summarizing the experences
of secondary education of England, it will offer some reference
values for China to make out and estimate the policy of secondary

education.
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