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The four A’s - attitude, academic skills,
awareness, and accomplishment — a recipe
for a successful school life.

He that knows nothing, doubts

nothing.

- Chinese Proverb
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Teacher Bob Smith Wins
National Teacher Award

NATIONAL NEWS
‘ x J hat does it take to
win the hearts and
minds of Grade 10 students
in today’s world of
education? Ask Jenny
Fitchette, Grade 10 student
at Lester Pearson High
School, and you get an
enthusiastic response,
“A good teacher is the
number one
ingredient. No matter
how fancy the school
is, or how many
computers there are,
without a good
teacher, learning is
difficult and not at all
interesting.”

Jenny should know.
She is at the head of
her class, a class for
gifted students running on a
“four subjects per semester”
format.

It’s not so much the subjects
that keep her coming to
school each day, eager and
ready to work and to learn.

Look at her timetable and
you find that she takes the
ordinary subjects of

mathematics, English, biology

and art this semester.

No, it’s her biology teacher,
Mzt. Smith who keeps her
coming back. Although the

Bob Smith, Lester Pearson High School teacher and
National Teacher Award winner

classes are long, and the
material difficult, Jenny still
found time to submit a
1000-word essay in which
she nominated her teacher,
Mr. Bob Smith, for the
Teacher of the Year Award.
This award is given annually
to a teacher who shows
excellence in teaching. Only
students may nominate
someone for the award.

If the nominating essay is
good, the committee visits

the school, and spends a day
watching the teacher in
action.

“I can’t really put my finger
on why Mr. Smith is such a
good teacher,” says Jenny,
sitting in the bright and open
classroom that she shares
with 20 other gifted
learners. “I know that
the classroom itself is a
nice place to be in. I
mean, the tropical fish
really help us in our
biology studies. We
can actually watch fish
growing and study
them right there in the
classroom. Same thing

with the small garden
-we keep in the

summer. It’s hands-on.

Mr. Smith always tells
us that we learn best when
we get in there and work
with things.”

Teacher, Bob Smith says he
was surprised and honoured
when he heard that Jenny
had nominated him for the

DID YOU KNOW?
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award. “It’s really the students

who should be getting the
award,” he says. “It’s my job
to bring meaningful and

interesting things for them to
study, and then to ‘get out of

the way’ so to speak. It’s the
students who are showing
excellence, not me.”

| know that the classroom is a
nice place to be in.

When asked to explain
what it is that he does to
make his students so

enthusiastic about school, he

pauses and thinks deeply. “I
think it comes down to

respect. The kids know that

I respect them and that I see

my job as serving them in a

way. I work for them to help

them open up their minds
and to discover things that
matter to them.”

DID YOU KNOW?

BUILD A WORD

Jenny says that you never
know what to expect from
day to day in her biology
class. One day, Mr. Smith
might bring his electric
guitar, and for the entire
class, explain and
demonstrate the effects of
music on plant growth. He
never allows anyone any
time to be lazy.

“It’s the variety for sure,
that’s part of it,” explains
Jenny. “But mostly it’s
because we know that Mr.
Smith truly cares about us
and about teaching us. You
just feel it. He tells us every
day that we are the most

important aspect of any

school life.”
“And you know what?
I know he means it.”
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A High School Poem
A high school education
Provides a unique situation
It values much more

Than a student’s test score
To those attending high school
Do grow

Be yourself

And stand tall.

The ultimate test

Is to be your BEST!

Our teacher never allows anyone any time to be lazy.
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SECTION .
MEANING THROUGH
PRACTICE

s evemsesservenee

Build Your Skills

A.

L

Build your comprehension

In the chart, list all the words and expressions that you
know related to school life.

Courses or Subjects

Classroom Activities

Extra-curricular Activities

In the news article, we are told that Jenny’s school runs on a
“four subjects per semester” format. This means Jenny
attends

a. four hours of classes per semester
b. four courses per semester
c. four days of classes per semester

Teacher Bob Smith is quoted as saying “It's my job to bring
meaningful and interesting things for them to study, and then to
‘get out of the way’ so to speak.” What does he mean by this?

Jenny says that to win the hearts and minds of today’s
students, “The number one ingredient is a good teacher.”
Do you agree? What makes a good teacher?

When asked how he makes his students enthusiastic about
school, he says it all comes down to :
a. respect b. hard work c. interesting exercises d. good luck

Do you know a teacher who you think deserves a “Teacher
of the Year Award?” Please find four adjectives that you
would use to describe this person.

Build your vocabulary

Match the words in the left column with the definitions on

the right.

believe a short piece of writing on one subject

biology the process of gradually getting nearer to
achieving something

essay a science which explains how living things work
and describes and dlassifies plants, animals and
other forms of life

progress accept something to be true
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A root word is a smaller word used
to build a larger word. What is the
root word for the word enthusiastic?

Find the word that does not belong.
a tired, exhausted, hungry, sleepy

b. embarrassed, humiliated,
depressed, ashamed

C angry, nervous, upset, anxious
d. frightened, terrified, afraid, confident

Build your listening
skills

Part 1:

Listen to the audiotape of Jenny talking
to her friend Mike in the hallway at
school, and answer the questions.

QUICK CHECK!

Mike is feeling X
a.bad b. really bad
What did Jenny miss yesterday
afternoon?
a. School.

¢. Lunch hour.

Why didn't the students do much
work in math class?

a. They had a substitute teacher.

¢. good

b. A band concert.

b. Most of them were at the band
concert.

¢. They had taken lots of notes in chem.
At 12:30, what “stuff” will Jenny get
from Mike?

a. Math and chem notes from
yesterday's class.

b. Chem notes and a list of the math
questions from yesterday.

¢. Chem notes and answers to math
problems from yesterday.
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Part 2:

You are a student at Jenny’s high school. You play on the
school’s basketball team. You are a member of the drama
club, and you are also interested in joining a new club
called “Let’s Get Technical”. You also love pizza!

Listen to the school announcements on the tape. As you are

listening, make a list of all the information that is important
for you to remember.

D. Build your speaking skills

1. Let's talk: Saying “thank you".

Li Ming: You know what bothers me though? | can't really
“thank you” properly. | have trouble pronouncing the
th /6/ in “thank you".

Jenny: Don't worry, Li Ming. Many students that are learning
to speak English find it difficult to produce
this sound. In most cases, this is because
they are not sticking their tongues out far
enough.

Li Ming: What do you mean?

Jenny:  Try pointing your index finger up to the sky and then
touching it to your lips. Stick out your tongue between your
teeth so that it touches your finger. Then blow out a fast
stream of air. This should help you make the th/6/ sound!

2. Talk your head off: Thanks a million! , .
Danny: Thank you for taking me to the does Danny use to

theatre! It meant a lot to me. show appreciation
Jenny: You're welcome, Danny. “”'t/"’“f using the
words ‘thanks” or
Danny: Thanks to you, | got to see a hank vou’
fantastic show. (i
Jenny: It was my pleasure. \ (&

Danny: Thanks a lot, Jenny. | really appreciate it.
Jenny: No problem at all, Danny.

Danny: You're such a thoughtful person! Thanks again!
Jenny: Any time, Danny.

Choose a partner. Create a short dialogue using as many
- forms of the expression thank you as possible. Try to use
many different ways of saying you're welcome as well!

E. Build your writing skills

Nominate a teacher.

Let's break into groups and pretend that we are writing a letter
in which we nominate a teacher for the “Teacher of the Year
Award". First, discuss what you think makes an excellent
teacher. Then, do the following assignment.

On a sheet of paper, each student writes one sentence of the
letter. Pass the letter to the student on your left. That student

....!...0.0.0.‘.'.’OD...0.Q'......0.’ﬁo...............'o...iﬂ.Q..’b.....'.9.‘.’....#9‘9'QQQO.....Q'.‘.....‘.‘
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writes the next sentence. Pass the
letter all around the group until each
student has added one sentence to
each letter. You will end up with
several different letters.

Project time: put
your skills together!

Your assignment

Compare Chinese and North
American school systems

Suppose you are going on a one year
exchange program at Jenny’s school.
Jenny’s school system is different from
your own. With a partner, do some
independent research to find some of
the differences between the two
school systems. Don't forget to think
about things that are the same too.

Use the information from your
research to create a show (or skit)
based on your imaginary experiences
as an exchange student in Jenny’s
school.

Evaluate yourself!
Think about the writing exercise
for this unit, then fill in the chart.
Make sure to write a different
sentence in each space!

- Think about ...

Your favourite sentence that you
wrote.

A sentence you wrote with excellent
grammar.

A sentence you wrote with excellent
punctuation.

Your two favourite sentences that
others wrote.

A sentence with a new or
interesting word.

A sentence with an interesting
sentence structure.
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Grammar Time!

A. Foundation grammar

SECTION 3
GRAMMAR

280 ODER NS

Infinitives (to + base form of the verb)

You know that in each sentence, there should be only

one main verb (predicate). If you use more than one verb
in a sentence, the non-predicate verbs should be changed in
form. Remember verb +ing ,and verb + ed , from Book 1?

When you do not use verb + ing or verb + ed, you use to
before the non-predicate verbs, which then become
infinitives (to + base form of the verb).

Example:

to understand  to study

Let's review!

Look at the following sentences.

| want to learn to draw and (to) paint.

This letter reminds me that | have homework to do.

Usually my friends and | get together after supper to study
together and (to) help each other with our work.

It is important to be creative in our thinking.

In these sentences, all the highlighted words begin with the
particle to which forms infinitives. Notice that none of them
acts as the predicate of the sentence. What grammatical
roles do the infinitives above play?

What's the new pattern?

As you can see from the above examples, an infinitive can
be anything except the predicate of a sentence. It can be a
subject, object, predicative, attributive, adverbial or object
complement. Here are more examples.

It would be terrible to be late for my first class. (subject)

| want to discover what | will do when | become an aduit.
(object)

The project in this unit is for you to study the different roles
of women in the old and new China. (predicative)

As | am a teenager now, | have more things to think about.
(attributive)

Not long ago she went to China to visit her very good
friend Li Ming. (adverbial)

Hey, Li Ming, would you like me to get you another drink?
(object complement )

MAKES SENSE
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Be careful! In some cases, infinitives
do not have the particle to in front
of them.

Case 1:
After verbs like make, let and
have + object:

Examples:
They didn't make me feel clumsy.

“Let me see it," she said, drying her
hands on the dishtowel.

“Have Jenny come in, please,” said
the principal.

Case 2:
After verbs such as see, hear,
feel, watch and observe + object:

Examples:
Jenny must be in the principal’s
office. | saw her go in there just
NOW.

| heard the principal ask Jenny to
go to his office.

Case 3:

After the verb help + object,
infinitives may or may not have
the particle to.

Example:

Danny never helps his mom (to)
do the dishes.

It is important to distinguish
between the particle to and the
preposition to.

For example:
I'm happy te receive your letter,
(Here, to is a particle showing that
the verb that follows is an infinitive.)

I look forward te receiving your
letter. (Here, to is a preposition,
which has to be followed by a noun
or gerund.)

I'm used to cold weather. (Here, to
s also a preposition.)

MODULE 2 * UNIT 1
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Your turn!

Fill in the blanks with the proper verb forms.

1. It is hard (be) a teenager.

(work) late into the night.

2. Jenny's father is used to
3. | used (pronounce) “th” /s/. We should pronounce “th” /6.

4. Janill thought her mom was making her ______ (feel) she was not good enough.
(solve) the math problem.

5. | promised Danny that | would help him

6. To do that would be (lift) a stone only (drop) it on one’s own feet.
7. When | travelled to Japan that year, there was an earthquake. | felt the hotel room (shake) violently.
8. When Danny got to New York, he had little money left. He was reduced to (stay) in a shabby hotel.

9.I'd love (help) you, but it's impossible. = 7 AR
10. I'm trying (work). Please stop (talk)! ol , pon ‘ ‘ :

If you use I as part of a compound subject, put1

B. Focus grammar atter other pronouns or nouns. You say:
Subject-verb agreement (I)  Danny and I would like to go 10 a concert next weck.
Do not say: |

Subject-verb agreement is . ; _
not easy. In general, the vessscnsnsass TandDanny wouldlike to go to a concert next week.

subject will determine

whether you should use a

singular or a plural verb. Rules:

Two or more subjects joined by and usually take a plural verb.
Danny and | are going to a Chinese movie this weekend.
Jenny, Danny and Li Ming are correct.

Be careful! If a compound subject forms a single idea, it takes a
singular verb. For example: Apple pie and ice cream is Danny’s
favourite dessert.

Take pronouns and the verb
be as an example. If you
use I as the subject, you
have to use am in the
present or was in the past
tense. If you use we as the
subject, you should use are
in the present and were in
the past tense. But things
are more complicated than
that. For instance:

Neither Danny nor |

Singular subjects joined by or or nor take singular verbs. Plural
subjects joined by or or nor take plural verbs.

Jenny or her friend Pat is coming to Danny’s birthday party.

(singular subject )

Neither Pat's friends nor Jason’s friends are going to Danny’s birthday

LA RS RS RS R E RS RS E EEE R EEENERENNEN N NN

(be) going to ;
Jenny's sleepover party. R plural subject)
When a singular subject and a plural subject are joined by or or nor,
yj!zztgz::; g;:&?igll;? il:e the verb must agree with the subject nearer to it.
athof are} ; Either Jenny or her friends are coming to Danny’s birthday party.

We will introduce you to a Neither Jenny nor | am going to Danny’s birthday party.

number of rules for subject-
verb agreement.

Most nouns plural in form but singular in meaning take singular
verbs. These nouns include mathematics, economics, news, physics,
politics, etc.

The news about economy is bad.
Mathematics is the study of numbers, quantities, shapes, etc.

Watch out for more
rules in the units to
come!

7
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Notice this rule does not apply to words such as trousers, scissors
and pants. They take plural verbs.

IR N
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Elementary and
Secondary Education
In Japan

Jenny’s friend, Teresa, went on a student exchange to Japan.
Here are some of her thoughts and observations about school in

@

sssese000eDEa e

» I was very surprised to see that
Japan. * children do a lot of work in the
school! Every day the students
clean the rooms, halls, toilets, and
yards of their own school. That is
amazing to me.

Last year I had a wonderful experience. I went on a
student exchange to Japan. It was an exciting time of
my life and I learned many things about the school
system in Japan. I was in Grade 11, which is second
year of high school in Japan, but I was younger than o I had to have 2 school tinitsen at
most of my classmates. That’s because Japanese
children enter the first year of elementary school in the
April following their sixth birthday. I started school
when [ was still five years old.

oMM BRE

e o0

my school. I have never worn a

L N

school uniform before and it was a
little hard to get used to. Most
middle schools in Japan require

In Japan, children attend elementary school for six uniforms for their students.

years, where they study Japanese, arithmetic, science,
social studies, music, crafts, physical education, and
home economics (simple cooking and sewing skills).
During their three years in middle school, English is
added to this list. Most schools have access to
computers and the Internet.

DID YOU KNOW?

LA R B B R N E S R B NERZSENREEENERE B NRN.

The classes in my school seemed rather big
to me, around 30 students in a typical high
school class. We ate lunch in the classroom,
instead of a cafeteria and enjoyed a healthy,
nutritious meal prepared by the school or by
a local “school lunch centre” instead of eating
the same, dry sandwiches every day. I really
like the Japanese interpretation of school
lunches. I also enjoyed the field trips and
activities. At Japanese schools, there are many
school events during the year, such as field

day when students compete in tug-of-war,
field trips, arts and cultural festivals. Students playing tug-of-war
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When do Japanese kids start studying foreign
languages?
Although I can speak English fluently, I attended

English classes with the rest of my classmates. It was
interesting for me because I was able to help my
classmates. I thought the lessons were boring because
there was so much grammar. Even though my

have to take entrance

examinations to earn their way

into a high school or a college. To
get into a national or public

iversity, they h k
classmates had been learning English for five years, - e g

many students still couldn’t speak the language freely,
though most of them could read and write pretty well.

entrance exam. All these exams
put a lot of stress on students.

Most high schools offer only English as a foreign ERmcs of homewertsdl the
; , students do? How do they learn

language, but some schools provide classes in two or bami®

more languages. At my school they offered Korean "

and Spanish. I chose Spanish. It will help me when I - There was a lot more homework

go back to Canada. * in Japan than what I was used to.

I o 13
For most Japanese schoolchildren, foreign language S emiofes phactising

learning starts with English in the first year of middle
school (7th grade). Only a few private schools teach
English at the elementary-school level. Now people are
considering the idea of starting English language lessons
earlier, even in public schools.

How do students get into high school or
university?

One part I didn’t like about my student exchange
experience was the exams. There are so many exams
in Japan and they are very difficult. Most students

MODULE 2 * UNIT 1 ScHOOL LIFE 9
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kanji (Sino-Japanese characters). It is difficult to learn
these characters but I practised and practised every
day. My friends told me they have to learn kanji.
Elementary school children are expected to learn

more than half the 1945 kanji that are used daily.
The children have to learn not only the correct order
but must also master the different readings that the
kanji have. When a new kanji comes up in a
textbook, children memorize it by writing it dozens of
times in their notebooks.

v*
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QUICK CHECK!

My experience as an exchange student in Japan taught
me a great deal. I can go back to my school with a
different view on my own education system and a
better understanding of how other people live and
learn.

DID YOU KNOW?

POST-READING
ACTIVITIES
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READING TO BECOME A BETTER STUDENT «‘
Mr. Simanek’s lecture

On Being a Student

At the beginning of this
semester, Mr. D. Simanek was
invited to Jenny’s class to talk
about what it means to be a
good student. Here are some of
his key points.

Hello, everyone, QUOTABLE QUOTES
I’m very happy to be here
today to share with you
some of my ideas about
being a student. Like you,
I was a student many

FEOERse Mr. Simanek lectures to Jenny'’s class.

I remember one of my junior-high teachers used to remind us that to be
a student meant more than merely being a pupil. Times change. The
definition of “student” once was “one who studies
something”. Today it can mean merely “one who
attends a school, college or university”. This modern
definition doesn’t even suggest that the person does
more than “attend”.

What makes the student stand out from the rest of
the class? The four A’s — attitude, academic skills,
awareness, and accomplishment — certainly are a
large part of it, and a student who has them will be
very likely to earn As.

Attitude is a desire to learn, and the willingness to
work hard to understand. It is also shown by how
well you apply yourself even to subjects in which
you have little interest, and how much you can

achieve even when you don’t like a teacher’s style.

Academic skills include the ability to read
and understand, use of resources,
mathematical skills, good study habits and the
ability to communicate clearly and fluently in
speaking and writing.

0000000 CPOORDOPIOCPOIRTIRPOROOIOIDOIOOPODIOPNODPOIRNOESIOTOIOIOIIOIOIOEOEOETERPROOIOIOECEOIREODS
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one “knows” may turn out to be wrong. Knowing lots
of things is good, but knowing the limitations of
one’s knowledge is more important. Many of the
classic errors of history were made by people over-
confidently going beyond what they knew and

understood.

v*

Awareness is of what’s going on in
the world around you, and the
habit of relating it to your
academic courses. For example,
when taking a science course, you
go out of your way to find
applications and examples of
science in the real world.

BUILD A WORD

aware (adj.)/awareness (n.)

Work to be QUOTABLE QUOTES
educated, not
merely trained!

If you are aware of something you
know that it exists.

Accomplishment is demonstrated
by how well you apply your
understanding to new problems
and challenges and how you use
your speaking and writing skills
to communicate this

Wrap it up!
Choose the best words to complete the following

" sentences. Refer to the readings.
understanding. Your § :
accomplidiin aendipeeie 1. Japanese smldents take part many kinds of

extra-curricular activities.
continuing your education & of b. from
outside of the classroom, ' k
: ¢. by d in
throughout your life.
2. InJapan, into a national or public university,

All of these add up to a fifth “A”:
Ability, a word frequently used
above. The goal of education is to
achieve the ability to apply one’s
knowledge in new ways. Many

students have to take a nationwide entrance exam.
a. getting b. to get
¢. got d. get

3. When | was in 4th grade, my Language Arts teacher

b used to me that to be a student meant more
abilities can be earned through than going to classes every day.
hard work. a. telling b. tell
Other qualities of a good student ¢ told d. being told

include self-discipline and an 4. One of the most important values of education is the :

open and critical mind. However ability creative and critical thinking.
much one knows, one must a. doing b. to do
realize there’s a lot more to be ¢. done d did

learned, and that some of what

’...........‘..........'..I.l.l.'........C'.'..........I‘...'..C....'...‘....‘.".....'..Q..IG.C‘.O'.Q.'.

Q.00...'......0O...0........'..........0Q....O.....0...........0....00
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