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Abstract

Four major plays by Tennessee Williams, The Glass Menagerie
(1944) , A Streetcar Named Desire (1947), Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
(1955), and The Night of the Iguana (1961 ), are principally
responsible for the phenomenon known to the world as the poet-
playwright Tennessee Williams. The presence or absence of the father
in these both critically acclaimed and commerciaily successful
Broadway plays is particularly revelatory about the dramatist’s
psychological make-up and the American culture of his time. The
absence of the father from the menagerie-like Wingfield household
represents the Godless existential human condition. The dead father
that haunts Blanche is a toxic legacy that drives the female protagonist
to destruction as the streetcar named desire takes her to the scene of
her tragic downfall. The coarse, imposing, verbally abusive, and
critically ill but still powerful and benevolent Big Daddy is the
dramatist’s tribute to American pragmatism, which is believed to have
the potential to save human beings from existential despondency now
that Dionysian redemption is also found to be delusional. The powerless
father figure in Iguana testifies to the futility of the quest for father-
saviors, but his sensitivity and dignity enable him to become an
eloquent attorney in defense of humanity, which is capable of
communicative rationality where the hope of redemption seems to
reside.

Tennessee Williams’s plastic theatre is very expressionistic. His
seemingly compulsive employment of expressionism can be best
explained by his obsession with the apparently subtle but consequently

violent changes of Western culture and the invisible scars they leave in
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