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PREFACE

The Jurassic period (200~145 Ma) witnessed a number of important geological, ge-
ographical, climatological, biological and metallogenical events happened globally.

During the Jurassic, China and environs as a domain was bordered by the western
palaeo-Pacifc in east and by the Tethys in west, and it was connected to Russia in north
and located at the junction between the western palaeo-Pacific and northeastern Tethys.
The Jurassic rocks of China and environs are therefore the largest geological body which
has recorded various geological events happened in the Tethyan, subboreal and palaeo-
Pacific realms both in marine and non-marine systems.

The International Jurassic Congress is an international scientific forum on the Juras-
sic held once every four years sponsored by the International Subcommittee on the Juras-
sic System. The Jurassic experts and students from around the world gather together to
present their recent work and research results on the topics of geology, stratigraphy, pa-
lacontology, palacobiology, palacogeography, palacoecology, palacoclimatology, sedim-
entology, geochemistry, palacomagnetism, tectonics, astronomic geology, and mineral
and energy resources, as well as ideas on geosciences education and geoheritage protec-
tion, to predict the Earth’s future,and to discuss the international collaborations focus
on such issues as challenges of global change.

The 8th International Jurassic Congress will be held in China in August of 2010. To
provide a better introduction for all the corigress participants and colleagues worldwide a- -
bout the current study on the Jurassic in China and environs, and to highlight the major
progresses in global marine and non-marine Jurassic studies made by the Chinese and Asi-
an Jurassic workers, we have compiled a scrics of books on the Jurassic stratigraphy,
consisting of five books, including “The terrestrial Triassic and Jurassic Systems in the Si-
chuan Basin, China”, “The Jurassic System of northern Xinjiang, China”, “Outline of
the Jurassic and Cretaceous Systems in western Liaoning, NE China”,“The Tethyan Ju-
rassic of southern Tibet, China”, and “The Jurassic System of Thailand”. The first two
books mainly describe the non-marine Jurassic and part Triassic strata of the largest ba-
sins in Sichuan of southwestern China and northern Xinjiang of western China, the third
one outlines the Jurassic and Cretaceous strata that yield the famous Jehol Biota and other
lagerstatten in western Liaoning Province, northeastern China, the fourth one introduces
the Tethyan marine Jurassic in southern Tibet, southwestern China ( fo be published after
the congress), and the last one describes the marine and non-marine Jurassic strata, fau-

nal associations, palacoecology, palaeoenvironment, tectonics and palacogeography of



Thailand.
This series of stratigraphic books are dedicated to the 8th International Congress on

the Jurassic System and the UNESCO-IUGS International Geoscience Programme IGCP
506. This work is supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China, the
Ministry of Science and Technology, PRC, the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the
Shehong County People’s Government of Sichuan Province. We sincerely thank Profes-
sors Chen Peiji, Meng Fansong, Zhang Shiben, Zhang Sengui, Lu Huinan and Zhang
Yunbai for critically reading the manuscript and providing helpful discussions and com-
ments for the authors. Special thanks are due to Prof. Zhang Sengui, the executive edi-
tor, for enormous assistance in editing.

We would like to finally thank all the related institutions, referees, authors and edi-
tors for their support and apologize for mistakes in the books due to hasty organization

and preparation as well as limited time.
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