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Xu Huping

With a collection of over 400,000, Nanjing Museum is the third largest museum in China, following the
Forbidden Palace in Beijing and the National Palace Museum in Taiwan. This large number of collections
can be divided into two parts according to its origins: (1) More than 200,000 antiques in the two imperial
temporary dwelling palaces in Rehe and Fengtian of Qing Dynasty; (2) More than 200,000 antiques of
different dynasties, excavated and collected in the course of folk custom and Nationality investigations
since 1920s. These valuable cultural relics, with various categories, namely, stone implements, pottery,
jade, bronze, porcelain, lacquer, gold and silver, calligraphy, painting, seal, embroidery, bamboo, wood,
ivory and other materials, are not only an embodiment of the superb wisdom and creativity of the Chinese
nation of the thousands years, but also a vivid description of the Chinese nation's development, which are
of great value both in history and in art.

However, in the past years, only a smallest part of the relics, as the first-hand materials for academic
research, or exhibits of Chinese culture, gave play to the academic study and exhibition domestic and
overseas, which help us to publicize and carry forward the excellent national tradition, to promote cultural
communication, and to study or have a better understanding of our history and the development of the
nation's culture. Due to the large number of collection and work force limit in the museum, most of the
antiques are still kept in the storerooms, which are not used in research, publication, and exhibition. We
have generally achieved the preservation function of the museum, but the other two functions-education
and research, have not been brought into full play, which will require the long-term effort of generations.

In order to push the preservation, education, and research functions of the museum onto a high level, to
awake the sleeping collections in the storerooms and let them go nearer to the people, scholars and the
world, and to let more people know Nanjing Museum, we collected the best parts of the ten categories,
such as painted pottery, jade, bronze, gold and silver, red clay teapot, imperial kiln porcelain of Qing
Dynasty,celadon, calligraphy, painting, and embroidery, and compile a series of Gems of the Collections in
Nanjing Museum. Though the collections in this series, as compared with the whole collections of our
museum, are just a drop in the ocean, they are the representative gems with final conclusion by the experts
domestic and overseas after long period of study. You could get a hint of the quality of the various
collections in Nanjing museum from this series.

We have carried on the study, arrangement, and publication of the collections for dozens of years, but it
has just started; there is still a long way before us and a large amount of work to do. We are lucky in a
flourishing age with economic prosperity and social stability, in an age for Chinese culture to step into the
world and the splendid future, it is our responsibility to do our best at our own job and leave behind us
more spiritual wealth for the sake of future generations.

Jul 28,1997

Hou ban shan yuan in Nanjing
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Imperial Kiln Porcelain of
Qing Dynasty
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Cheng Xiaozhong

The imperial porcelain is also named the Imperial Kiln porcelain of Qing Dynasty. It is the kind of
porcelain with the maximum varieties, the most beautiful type forms, the richest decorative patterns and
the moat gorgeous colors. And Qianlong periods are in fact a comprehensive expression of the noted wares

in the past ages.

The production history of the imperial kiln may be roughly divided into three phases. The first phase, from
the 11th year in Shunzhi period(1654) to the 19th year in Kangxi period(1680), is the recovering time of
the imperial kiln; the second phase, from the 19th year in Kangxi period to the 60th year in Qianlong
period(1795), is the time of great prosperity of the imperial kiln; and the third phase, from the 60th year in
Qianlong period to the third year in Xuantong period(1911), is the decline time of imperial wares.

The imperial porcelain ware of Qing Dynasty is versatile in type form. According to the different uses, the
wares may be categorized into four types: ritual and sacrificial vessels, ornamental wares, articles of
everyday use and articles for the scholar table. Ritual and sacrificial vessels are mainly used for the
imperial sacrificial rite, wedding ceremony, birthday celebration and some religious activities. Ornamental
wares are furnishing articles for decorating various royal halls, sleeping halls studies and sitting-rooms.
Articles of everyday use include tablewares, drinking vessels, ware suites and garment ornamental articles.
The scholar table articles are used by the emperor in reading over official papers, writing and painting. In
general, the imperial porcelain wares has replaced the gold, silver, bronze, tin, jade, wood, bamboo and

lacquer wares on a large scale, and came into the everyday life in the royal palace.

The imperial porcelain ware is rich in decoration. Not only such precious glazes as sacrificial red,
sacrificial blue and yellow color are employed in decorating the porcelain wares, but some new kinds of
enamels are created like cloisonne enamel and famille rose enamel. The following carefully selected fifty
examples of the imperial porcelain collection of Nanjing museum are the representative objects, and can be

regarded as the criterion in the appreciation of the imperial porcelain ware of Qing Dynasty.
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The Imperial Kiln Porcelain of Qing Dynasty

1 e 5 v K KIAE 2 I

Blue and white pot with design of calling on a 1nend with Qin(musical instrument)

2, HAb CEFEARBT R EW 2

Blue and white brush pot with the passage of Eulogy on Ihe Wise Emperor Obtaining Capable Subordinates.

3. Ak A 3

Blue and white vase with ten thousands of the Chinese character “shou” (longevity)

4, difefa e B Lar it 4

Blue and white large circular dish with fish and dragon design

5. FAE T THAESF M 5

Blue and white cups with designs of flowers in twelve months

6. TLHAE S EAE% 6 i

Polychrome flower pot with flower and bird design i

LA Al AR . g

Flower pot wnh design of two ce]e\ual beings in contrasting colors

_ § . 7

8. il 22 A Jg R TR £ 38 8 2

Yellow glazed large circular dish with design of two dragons in pursuit of pearl P
9, BB AELL YT Y 9 &

Bowl with flared brim in Langyao red glaze . 7

10, ¥LWZLK du 10

Water-container in kidney-bean red glaze

&5 il 55 Je 2t 1

Green glazed large circular dish with purple-colored dragon design

1 14 i AL ik 12

Gu with Ru type glaze

13, 15 Rh i = 13

Refuse vessel with imperial-type glaze

14, 455 R 14 -

Porcelain vase with Ge-type glaze

15, i FhAE i 1

Gu with Ding-type glaze

16, i e AiBLH- tH i 16

C u-ji Amphora with Jun-type glaze

17, HrEgfh = R 17
Lujun-glazed vase with three rings
18, 6 REB Je 5 KM 18
Blue and white large vase with pearl-pursuing design

19, HALRh 20 s & 20

Jar with Ruyi-shaped ears in underglaze blue and red

20, FhIMLLL “wrRR AR S

Bowl! with mandarin fish design in underglaze red

Ll “HEZ 7 S 22

Bowl with fruit design in underglaze red

22, RhHLLL “TiART i 23

Bowl with design of five bats in underglaze red
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23, ¥ e A

Polychrome bowl with design of dragon and phoenix

24, S} R9ukL LS R

Bowl with interlocking flowers design in contrasting colors

25, L BR

Bowl with brocaded roundels in contrasting colors

26, i R By 7T R LK

Blue-glazed reticulated revolving vase drawn in gold and famille-rose

27, &R LR

Gilded wheel in cloisonne enamel

28, 5 fl/\ EbErEs A

Green-glazed Cong-type vase with the Eight Trigrams design

29, kb AEN B R AT

Vase with dragon design in underglaze blue on yellow ground
g g g

30, %5 Mk R R AE A

Bow! with peony design in cloisonne enamel on purple ground

31, # Uy 1 AR AL

Bowl with the design of the Hundred Flowers in famille-rose on yellow ground

32, By R RUK LR
Elephant in famille-rose enamel with a vase on the back
) 7 TR e = L) -
33, BI® PRk 0
Jar in famille-rose enamel decorated with a landscape with  “hundred-deer”

34, By R A OB

Lantern-shaped vase in famille-rose enamel

35, R Hhky R MU S AR T

Green-glazed vase with the design of flowers and phoenixes in famille rose enamel

36, By = RKIEER

Brush pot decorated with autumn flowers and imperial poems in famille rose enamel

37, KRB B

Tube for inserting peacock feather with lotus design in famille rose enamel

38, WY R VE LAt T

Garment hook with linked lotus design in famille rose

39. LB STELOREL

Large circular dish with design of “the eight Buddhist emblems of good augury” in contrasting colors

40, o ok T\ BUE

Porcelain incense burner with the design of lotus holding the Eight Treasures in famille rose on yellow ground

41, BB\ FRE

The Eight Buddhist emblems of good augury in famille rose

42, ¥y ¥ B H T fd

Bow! with four characters “Fo Ri Chang Ming " in famille rose enamel

43, “HUEREET ST AT

Pot stand in green color “made by Shende-tang”™

44, ok % 44T

Pot stand in famille rose enamel on green ground

45, 21 fhdil B v £

Red-glazed gilded large circular dish with character Xi(happiness)

46, “URFEHI” o5 AE R E ST AL

Blue and white square flower pot decorated with lotus design “made by the Ti-He Hall”

47, By ¥ UM

Vase with the design of one hundred butterflies in famille rose enamel

48, “KAMEdg” KBy R K5 LT AL L

Lotus Jar decorated with sunflower design in famille rose enamel marked with “Da-ya Studio

49, “figF5 el LR IL R

Large circular dish with the design of nine dragons in red color “made by the Chu-xiu Hall »

50. By AP R (—4F)

Pear-shaped vase with flared lip decorated with peony design in famille rose (a pair)
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1. HAESE 5 U KA
- B
BIBE X KIZEAX FR2EX
ERENE Tk, AR PRKETRGER, AL ASE
R VBEA AR, LER CFRAFT XK,

Blue and white pot with design of calling on a friend with
Qin(musical instrument)
Kangxi reign, Qing Dynasty
H:18cm, L:33cm, W:22em
The landscape on the pot is painted with different shades of blue and thus makes the pot
enjoy the reputation of "blue and white polychrome".
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M, AR Bl “ERAEFT T,

Blue and white brush pot with the passage of Eulogy on the Wise
Emperor Obtaining Capable Subordinates.
Kangxi reign, Qing Dynasty

H:16cm, D:19.3cm

Cylinder-shaped and white glazed. The exterior side of the pot has a passage entitled Eulogy on the Wise
Emperor Obtaining Capable Subordinates in regular script in underglaze blue. The characters are neatly

arranged. A square seal mark "Kangxi reign lasting forever" is in underglaze red.



3. FiAETT AR
w - RR
BBk mESSEA  KESSEX
REE+TZF (1713) HRBALHSTRFAE, SRRIM4, BAKA, UHE, SFERAFEHSEH—
AATRRFHOES “F° F, hE&7 4 LM,

Blue and white vase with ten thousands of the Chinese character "shou"(longevity)
Kangxi reign, Qing Dynasty
H:77cm, MD:38cm, BD:35¢cm
The vase was made in the fifth-second year under the Kangxi reign(1713), for Xuanye, the emperor's sixth-year birthday anniversary.
Only three pieces are handed down. With thick body and large elegant shape, the vase has ten thousands of the Chinese character "shou"
for longevity in different forms in underglaze blue on the outside surface.
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4, BB AL
*-RR
WTOEA OEIEK KE20SEK
BB, MEEANA, BCBFESATLE, AiEsRIERER, —FE
K ARFAN, ATAEESHRE,

Blue and white large circular dish with fish and dragon design
Kangxi reign, Qing Dynasty
H:7.6cm, MD:39¢m, BD:29.5cm
Flared rim and smooth glazed surface. The center of the dish is decorated with fish and dragon design, with
two fish playing and threatening dragon arising from water. It is a traditional Chinese auspicious design.



