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Foreword 1

Foreword

“Time” itself is a simple duration which appears to be rather dull and
meaningless. However, the concept of “time” has become more and more flour-
ishing ever since human beings began to use it. The development of human be-
ings’ society itself has supplied a ruler to divide the “time” into different peri-
ods. At the meantime, human beings have succeeded in using those changes
happening during the “time” as rulers to measure “time”. The scale of the rul-
ers may be as large as “geological age” , or as small as a unit of 0. 1 second or
0.01 second to calculate the speed of cheetah. Therefore, the length of “time”
could be decided by those rulers easily. .

The development of the Ocean University of China ( OUC) has also become
a ruler of “time” and made these periods to be quite outstanding, though it
could only be felt and understood by those who practise ocean law, ocean poli-
tics, ocean culture, marine society, marine management and marine industry as
their research interest at OUC or those who are enthusiastic about marine enter-
prise. The Institute of Marine Research was established in 1980 with “Qcean
Law Institute” (OLI) as one of the laboratories of the institute, declaring the
establishment of law science subject at OUC ( “Shandong College of Oceanogra-
phy” at that time). From then on, the law science subject has developed 30
years at OUC. 1980 is a starting point, for history could be measured as a
length of 30 years from that point. 1980 is also a blue point, for it has been
painted by the color of blue sea. It is this blue point that leaves the color of sea
to so many subjects in the memory of OUC like a gene in the life of academic

learning permanently. During this period of 30 years, a series of activities and
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affairs have been carried out or participated in by people from OUC such as the
draft and amendment of Marine Environment Protection Law as well as the dem-
onstration and the constitution of Ocean Function Zoning.

When 1 began my work at OUC in 1999, I gave a proposal of editing series
of books to welcome 21st century as marine century. Although my proposal
could not come true for several years after 2000 as a whole (some titles of the
series were published in some other forms individually) , it had already started a
new stage of marine humanities and social science study, and had attracted more
researchers at OUC to engage in. The application of project “Ocean Develop-
ment Strategy Study in China” given by OUC granting me as the leader of this
project was allowed to establish in 2003, when the Education Department of
China established “ Great Tending Projects of Humanities and Social Science”
for the first time in that year. Marine Development Research Center of China at
OUC designating me as chief was granted by the Education Department of China
as “Key Research Base of Humanities and Social Sciences” in 2004. From then
on, two projects of “Key Research Base of Humanities and Social Sciences”
have been established every year surrounding the topic of “ocean development™ ,
having professors at OUC as leaders of these projects generally. In 2005, to
meet the need of the development of marine humanities and social science stud-
¥, Marine Development Research Center changed its name to Institute of Marine
Development, granted as “Innovation Base of National Philosophy and Social
Science”. Marine Development Research Center of China was settled in OUC in
2006, and from then on, OUC has become not only an institute where many re-
searchers engaged in marine humanities and social science study, but also a
gathering place for experts from the whole country engaged in these fields. In
2008, “Coastal Zone Asia Pacific Conference 2008” was held by OUC, attrac-
ting experts in the field of ocean from Asia and Pacific districts to participate in.
In 2009, the publication No. 1 of “Ocean Law, Society and Management” edi-
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ted by Law & Politics School of QUC was published by Ocean Press to show the
achievements of OUC in the field of marine law, marine sociology, ocean poli-
tics, ocean management and other researches on marine humanities and social
science. In 2010, Sino — Australia coastal management Institute ( CMI) was
founded based on the cooperation between OUC and the University of New South
Wales of Australia (UNSW ), carrying out international cooperative research
continuously as an academic institute. In the same year, Maritime Sociology
Committee of Chinese Sociological Association was established attached to QUC,
having Professor Cui Feng in Law & Politics School of OUC as the director —
general. Also in the same year, Institute of Polar Region Politics and Law
(IPRPL) was established in Law & Politics School of OUC. The three institutes
of CMI, IPRPL and OLI have shared three important fields of marine humamities
and social science, contributing to the development of studies at QUC.

It is the thirty years anniversary of the establishment of law science subject

at OUC this year. Let’s bless for OUC, and bless for the marine enterprise of
China.

XU Xiangmin
November 1, 2010
Qingdao
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