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Preface

The whole world is now paying geat attention to China’s rejuvenation in the 21 century. The mag-
nificence of China’s vast land is exceedingly admired by the people of the world. This is both an an-
cient and a youthful land full of vigor and vitality as well. Having got rid of poverty and backwardness,
the great Chinese people are forging ahead courageously to build a prosperous and powerful country
where people will enjoy a happy and peaceful life. While the heroic sons and daughters of China are
standing on the summit of Mount Huang or by West Lake expressing their thoughts and feelings for the
great day-by-day progress of their motherland after the reform, they can not help feeling proud of the
numerous and unique scenic spots in all their majesty!

Through over 20 years’ hard and outstanding pioneering work a large number of scenic spots have
been preserved and constructed. Most of them are no longer leftovers from the old China, but new
resource explorations and new creations by the new China. Just like the newly built modern cities and
towns emerging everywhere,large numbers of scenic spots have scattered all over the Divine Land
like bright stars in the sky. These scenic spots are rich in beautiful mountain-and-water landscapes,
rare and valuable biological resources, numerous historic and cultural relics uncovered from the dust,
and the excellent natural environment around those relics. This is one of the great construction projects
completed so far which is multi-beneficial to the whole country.

Up till now there are over 600 scenic spots designated by governments at different levels and open
to the public.The appearance of these specific resources with the attribute of natural, cultural and
historic relics has not only drawn great attention of different local governmental departments and vari-
ous fields of the society, but also aroused profound interests of people all over the world. In recent
years the tourist industry has been developed greatly, and the valuable scenic spots have become the
fundamental resources that help the tourist industry develop, and have become tourist atttactions that
are deeply loved by the broad masses of the people.

In order to record the true scale of the national scenic spots and to show their beauty to the world, to
compile a full-length patriotism teaching materials with our motherland’s magnificent rivers and moun-
tains as their content, to provide the historic relic researchers, the scenic spots administrators, and the
landscape aestheticians with rich and generous image materials, and moreover, to present the broad
visitors and tourists a more complete sample of China’s national scenic spots, the China Scenic Spots
Association has decided to edit and publish in succession this multi-volume album off photos-the
Complete Scenic Spots in China. It is definitely a significant and valuable work.

| do hope the editors’ aspiration will come true with the publication of this book. They will certainly
do their bit for the expansion of China’s scenic spots, for the progress and flourish of the tourist industry
and for our country’s development and prosperity.
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Wall in Winter

The great Wall, the fruit of strength and wis-
dom of the ancient Chinese people and a symbol of
the persistent and unyielding spirit of the Chinese
people, is the hugest military defence project in hu-
man history and one of the wonders in human
civilization.

The Great Wall at Badaling section is the es-
sence of the whole Great Wall and the outstanding
masterpiece of the Great Wall of Ming Dynasty.

The Great Wall was approved as one of the
national scenic spots in 1982 and put into the world
heritage list by the UNESCO in 1987.

The Great Wall at Badaling section is located in
the area of Yanging,70km northwest of Beijing City. It
is a mountain pass in Jundu Mountain where ridges
and peaks rise one after another.The Chang’ an Trav-
els of the Ming Dynasty says, “Roads which are
divided here extend in all directions, therefore it gets
the name Badaling. It is the highest of the frontier
passes and mountains. ” In history the Great Wall
at Badaling section is the gateway protecting Juyong
Pass. Between Badaling and Nankou there is a 20 km
valley in which the pass city Juyong Pass was built,
so it gains the name Pass Valley. In fact it is the Great
Wall at Badaling that guards the pass.The Great Wall
at Badaling is situated high up the utmost top of the
north end of the Pass Valley. The peaks on both
sides stand high with one road winding through.lt
occupies a commanding height, so high that the ter-

rain of it is so strategically important.The ancients
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said, “Looking down at Juyong Pass from Badaling is like sweeping
down irresistibly from a commanding height and is like peeping down at the
well, and the precipitousness of Juyong Pass does not lies in the Pass City
but in Badaling.” It is thus clear that Juyong Pass was only a pass city,
and the real Great Wall was built on Badaling. The unique topography of the
mountain pass of Badaling made it a place contested by all strategists.
Therefore it had extreme strategic importance to build a Great Wall here.

The Great Wall at Badaling section built in the 18" year of Hongzhi in
Ming Dynasty (1502) is located in a critical place so it has been one of the
south-north arteries since ancient times. Several thousand years of vicis-
situdes have left abundant historical and cultural heritages. It also bears
witness to many major historical events. When the first emperor of Qin
Dynasty got to Jieshi in the east, he returned to the capital-Xianyang from
Badaling by way of Datong. It was the only way that had to be taken when
Empress Dowager Xiao in Song Dynasty went out for sightseeing,when
the first founder of Yuan Dynasty entered the Pass, when the emperors of
Ming Dynasty performed northern expedition and the emperors of Qing
Dynasty personally led military expeditions.

Badaling tourist area with Wengcheng City as its centre is 3741 meters
in length starting from No.7 Tower in the south to No.12 Tower in the north.
There are 19 towers in all. Wengcheng City has two gates,with inscriptions
the Outer Town of Juyong Pass on the East Gate and the Key to the North
Gate of Beijing on the West Gate.On the right outside of the Outer Town of
Juyong Pass there is a huge rock bearing the name “Looking toward Beijing
Rock”.It is said that when the sun rises in the east in early morning, standing
on the rock one can see Beijing City covered in hazy mist.The ancients
described the unique scenery of Badaling as the north and the south of the
Great Wall are two different worlds. There are beautiful sceneries all year
round at Badaling. &
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JUYONG PASS
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Juyung Pass is situated about 50 km to the Northwest of Beijing, and a well-known pass of the Great Wall. In ancient times, it was called
“The first impregnable pass in the world”. The length of the gorge where the pass wall is about 20 kilometers, and commonly called as the
“Pass Channel”. The pass wall of Juyong Pass was set at the middle of Pass Channel. Juyong Pass and Yuntai were proclaimed as the State

key relic protection units by the State Council in 1961.

The name of Juyong Pass began in the period from 770 B. C. to 221 B. C. An old book listed Juyong Pass as one of the nine places of
strategic importance in the world. Juyong Pass had in Han Dynasty (206 B. C. ~ 220 A. D.) roughly its scale. In 420 ~ 589, it became an
important pass of the Great Wall. In Yuan Dynasty (1271 ~ 1368), Juyong Pass was an important path leading from Dadu (now Beijing) to
Shangdu (now Duolun, Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region). Inside the wall there were buildings such as temples, gardens, etc.
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THE MING TOMBS
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The Ming tombs are the places where the tombs of thirteen emperors in the Ming Dynasty were located, and have a history of more than 500
years. It belongs to the protected unit of key cultural relics of national level, and was evaluated as a scenic area of the State level. Shenlu (the
Sacred Path) is the gate of access to the Ming Tombs, and is composed of Marble Archway, Great Palace Gate, Tablet Tower, Stone Statues, the
Dragon and Phoenix Gate, etc.

In the area of Ming tombs, Changling and Dingling are now open to the public as the key scenic spots. Besides, there are a group of towers,
Zhaoling, etc.

The Changling is the first of the thirteen tombs. It is the tomb of bi-burial of Yongle emperor and his empress Xu. Itis the ‘shougong” (palace
after death) built by Yongle Emperor in the third year (1409 A. D.) after he had built the Beijing Palace (the ancient palace). The tomb is very large
in scale, materials used were very strictly chosen. Construction was very elaborate, and the work was very complicated, so the time consumed
in building was very long, construction of the underground palace only took as long as four years.

Dingling was built from 1584 - 1590 and occupied an area of 180,000 m?. It is the multiburial tomb of Emperor Wanli and his two empresses.
The main building is composed of two parts, ground and underground. Dingling began to be excavated in 1956. The underground palace was
opened in 1957. Nearly 3000 relics were unearthed. In Sept. 1959, the museum established at the original site of Dingling was opened to the public. &
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