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The Man and the Opportunity

d

“Are you in earnest? Seize this very minute; What you can do, or dream you can,
begin it.”

“If we succeed, what will the world say?” asked Captain Berry in delight, when
Nelson had explained his carefully formed plan before the battle of the Nile.

“There is no if in the case,” replied Neison. “That we shall succeed is certain.
Who may live to tell the tale is a very different question.” His quick eye and daring
spirit saw an opportunity of glorious victory where others saw only probable defeat.

“ls it possible to cross the path? ” asked Napoleon of the engineers who had
been sent to explore the dreaded pass of St. Bernard. “Perhaps,” was the hesitating
reply, “it is within the limits of possibility.”

“Forward, then,” said the Little Corporal, heeding not their account of difficulties,
apparently insurmountable’.

England and Austria laughed in scorn at the idea of transporting across the Alps,
where “no wheel had ever rolled, or by any possibility could roll,” an army of sixty
thousand men, with ponderous artillery, and tons of cannon balls and baggage, and
all the bulky munitions? of war.

The soldiers and all their equipments were inspected with rigid® care. A worn
shoe, a torn coat, or a damaged musket was at once repaired or replaced, and the
columns swept forward, fired with the spirit of their chief.

High on those craggy® steeps, gleaming through the mists, the glittering bands of
armed men, like phantoms, appeared.

The mountain goat, affrighted by the unwonted spectacle, bounded away, and
paused in bold relief upon the cliff to gaze at the martial array which so suddenly had
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peopled the solitude. When they approached any spot of very special difficulty, the
trumpets sounded the charge, which reechoed with sublime reverberations from
pinnacle to pinnacle of rock and ice.

Everything was so carefully arranged, and the influence of Napoleon so
boundless, that not a soldier left the ranks. Whatever obstructions were in the way
were to be at all hazards surmounted, so that the long file, extending nearly twenty
miles, might not be thrown into confusion. In four days the army was marching on the
plains of Italy.

When this “impossible” deed was accomplished, others saw that it might have
been done long before. Many a commander had possessed the necessary supplies,
tools, and rugged soldiers, but lacked the grit and resolution of Bonaparte. Others
excused themselves from encountering such gigantic obstacles by calling; them
insuperable. He did not shrink from mere difficulties, however great, but out of his
very need made and mastered his opportunity.
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1. insurmountable [ insa'mauntabl] adj. EEEARAY, INREFEBHAY
The financial issues seem an insurmountable obstacle at the time being.

A EBEFFRE—NEETROEHE,

2. munition [mju:'nifen] n. E8/ 5
The war was lost because of a shortage of munitions.

BREREXERTEKT -

3. rigid ['ridsid] adj. f=#&f4
| just wish he were a little less rigid about things.

BRALMENEHEENTEHMERL,

4. craggy ['kreegi] adj. i#IR#S
He is trudging on a craggy mountain path.
fth IF 7F — S I UR A9 L B& B R RTT,
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1. What you can do, or dream you can, begin it.

MRMRAFHKIABBNEN, FEMNX —ZFFIBIE!

2. When they approached any spot of very special difficulty, the trumpets sounded the
charge, which reechoed with sublime reverberations from pinnacle to pinnacle of rock and
ice

RAIB R R XER , 2 AE BT E R B SmAEEES L6,

3. There is no if in the case that we shall succeed is certain.
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1. What mountain did Napoleon’s army transport across?

za

—

]

2. How many people were there in Napoleon’s army?

=1

3. What kind of spirit did an army need the most?

(23
=]
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Boys with No Chance

“There is no fear of my starving, father,” said the deaf boy, Kitto, begging to be
taken from the poorhouse and allowed to struggle for an education; “we are in the
midst of plenty, and | know how to prevent hunger. The Hottentots subsist a long time
on nothing but a little gum;they aiso, when hungry, tie a ligature around their bodies.
Cannot | do so, too? The hedges furnish blackberries and nuts, and the fields,
turnips; a hayrick will make an excellent bed.”

This poor deaf boy with a drunken father, who was thought capable of nothing
better than making shoes as a pauper, became one of the greatest biblical scholars
in the world. His first book was written in the workhouse -+-

Creon was a Greek slave, but he was also a slave of the Genius of Art. Beauty
was his god, and he worshiped it with rapt adoration. It was after the repulse of the
great Persian invader, and a law was in force, that under penalty of death no one
should espouse' art except freemen. When the law was enacted he was engaged
upon a group for which he hoped some day to receive the commendation of Phidias,
the greatest sculptor living, and even the praise of Pericles.

What was to be done? Into the marble block before him Creon had put his head,
his heart, his soul, his life. On his knees, from day to day, he had prayed for fresh
inspiration, new skill. He believed, gratefully and proudly, that Apolio, answering his
prayers. but now, — now, all the gods seemed to have deserted him.

Cleone, the devoted sister of Creon, felt the blow as deepiy as her brother. She
said: “O Creon, go to the cellar beneath our house. It is dark, but | will furnish light
and food. Continue your work; the gods will befriend us.” To the ceilar Creon went,
and guarded and attended by his sister, day and night, he proceeded with his
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glorious but dangerous task.

About this time all Greece was invited to Athens to behold an exhibit of works of
art. The display took place in the Agora. Pericles presided. At his side was Aspasia.
Phidias, Socrates, Sophocles, and other renowned men stood near him. The works of
the great masters were there. But one group, far more beautiful than the rest —
exciting at the same time no little envy among rival artiste.

"Who is the sculptor of this group? ” None could tell. “A mystery, then! Can it
be the work of a slave?” Amid great commotion a beautiful maiden with disarranged
dress, disheveled hair, a determined expression in her eyes, was dragged into the
Agora. “This woman,” cried the officers, “this woman knows the sculptor; we are
sure of this;but she will not tell his name.”

Cleone was questioned, but was silent. She was informed of the penalty of her
conduct, but her lips remained closed. “Then,” said Pericles, “the law is imperative,
and | am the minister of the law. Take the maid to the dungeon.”

As he spoke, a youth with flowing hair, emaciated’, but with black eyes that
beamed with the flashing light of genius, rushed forward, and flinging himself before
Pericles, exclaimed:* O Pericles, forgive and save the maid. She is my sister. | am
the culprit. The group is the work of my hands, the hands of a slave.”

The indignant crowd interrupted him and cried, “To the dungeon, to the dungeon
with the slave.”

“As | live, no! ” said Pericles rising.“Behold that group! Apollo decides by it
that there is something higher in Greece than an unjust law. The highest purpose of
law should be the development of the beautiful. If Athens lives in the memory and
affections of men, it is her devotion to art that will immortalize her. Not to the
dungeon, but ta my side bring the youth.”

And there, in the presence of the assembled multitude, Aspasia placed the
crown of olives, which she held in her hands, on the brow of Creon;and at the same
time, amid universal plaudits®, she tenderly kissed Creon’s affectionate and devoted

sister.
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