E | .3
2 S REIEL WML B4t %59 |

el [ AL

Sy EXET S ITE)
26 Eht:wwwstp.com



B FREE S LA R

ES

S

S

RSP

American Society and Culture

¥ & %hFE
X W #® ETAE HEF

R

i‘«b_

PR E K F A
hE - 3N



E &4 B (CIP) # i

FEERMA G O/ BhRL ER RO PRE RS AL, 2010. 12
ISBN 978-7-5609-6732-5

L3 D%k . ONEHEsey B S5YR 80 QEE MR . H319.4.K

o [ iR A [ 50 CIP U E (2010) 48 220623 &

*EERBRAS XL BEI 4
CmumE. G ™ X F

wiEEE. % WK

sEE.

LR T 3K

TAEWEN . RVGE

HAREAT: EHRBRFERRECFE « RBD
REMARIL  WE4 430078 . HE. (027)87557437

s RRERERR P L

s RIUPEEFHRLH

. 787mm X< 1092mm 1/16

. 15

. 388 FF

: 2010 4% 12 H%E 1 hREE 1 RENR

: 25.60 78

ME 4B HDA
SR M EHE

° 745 2 E 2 R B 8 1 o AL e
gJ £ E BRI, 100-6679-118 BB AR E
Fram WAL B



BB

ET LA R R LB, AZTTUHR, F—APAERERERAG AL TH, &
FEAHEANLGIE T . FAFEETLENEE, BRAEFT A EHANEER ESE—FRE,
BHAEFT HHE G RE T, AT EADENEEGEL, BRI AR EE
HIEE F—RE AR E LA RE. AHELA 4, RESEFRNGEF RN HE
EFEELFAGTT “REBA F “BF LAFR” XEKBE, BEABHEHSESE
B ) H A E B AR T AL H T 4R,

st %P EARB, E2FBSRE, INMKEREGBE, MFPF+oREHLHILLSTE
A, AMIEERE: HAH2LBHRL25EAT S LBAHEE, HIERLEELE
ATR W EEFK? £2EEHRD THRLGREKE? LBADTAH REGIEN? #
ok KPR, FREEIREPRIEE.,

RFEHAHARKES., F—HSRBANGE, HRRNET ZEHRELEE. BB,
LN FTHR. AT, Rk, T BT, HILEH., AR EURLFLBELSFT@gik
A, B, KETHS ST, BAAR LI RBALH 957 6Ek.
Bldm, AMVERFTseEBHATH %, L5k, LEMAT L2006 F#HEE|T =10, £8
B F KRBT Z A, MATHKEHALE, CAHBBIHRKRE., WFE FaPRELGEYF—
BRI HRR &P FHET2001 5 B W T %, REAALET. KBMTH
B, “Herdki”, HBREAMFRR TR, Fld, AXATERLFNEY Lxab8], £8 A 2008
FTFFHARAMNMGNLGEREN, ERF|ARTREGERENZFILN, BRATE
B FAARENARRA., oA EE K FiE, REEIABRE LN S UHhfk
M, MEBRWET. LFLR. RAMEE., LBEKRF . T30, Ao4E7F. SRR E,
RABAAL. 7 BRI & R £ B S M iEfetd s, R AR L, AMTRA “RE
b R R B, RB BRI A RENE R, AR K4
BRI TR RAA A, AEAEZENEALES LB LM E I, 48485 T  “£.49
A 4L,

ABHGARASHE K. WEIEE—Hr—E29EHRRE, FLFRES—HH
LELERE HRSUFETEENSRE. TIERBE _HINNET—F, YHEHEH -
oyt —EtwEhtx, TLFE, ARG, BN E G EEHEE AR,
BARFEFATH, LOHIEHE, 20 THE L RKERETRAFR, FPRLH
R Aa R 24, HR iR IR L, '

WrERAL

201046 A



contents

Part One A General Introduction to the United States of America.............. (1)
Chapter 1 Geographical Situation and Topographical Features.......................... )
1.1 Situation, size, region and time ZONES ...........ccecvecverreirereieiisre e sestsoeeeeeseeseeens )]

1.2 Plains and MOUNLAIDS..........cveeueuereererrieireesearsetie st eaesesees s aetese s csnetesnenessaeaes @

1.3 RiIVErS And 1AKES......cccoiieeeece et te et er s b sisa s saen (6)
Chapter 2 The Immigrant Nation........c..c.ccvivereinnececcinmnrennnscncienns e )
2.1 PoOPUlation.......cccciuiiiciiiiricecie e et e st ®

2.2 BHIIECS ettt ettt st se e et ettt et s e bt e bene e e ©

2.3 MaAIN CIIBS «orvvee ittt sere e as s s se et e ee et es s anas (13)
Chapter 3 HIStOrY (1) .ottt st (33)
3.1 Discovery of ATNIETICA. e eeeveeee e veeeesseeeesessee e e seeess s e sesseseeeeees (33)

3.2 British colonies in North AMErica........covoeevereirieener e, (34)

3.3 The revolution of American Independence....... et 37N
Chapter 4  HiStOry (2) ..ottt et ssr et sene e 42)
4.1 Expansion of ATNETICAN tEITIIOTIES. .....cceevevrsersieessesseseee e cor st sseseessssensssenes (42)

4.2 The American Civil WAc......cccociieniiinienivineriesssnene s sesesisereesessssssassessens (44

4.3 America and the two WOrld WArs ...........cccccovimrenennrenicninicssnnsescrnnasennnens 47
Chapter 5 Political SYStem ...t (53)
5.1 The U.S. CONStIULION. ....c.umiceictenee e eeeeeesseensetsnesssssesesessie sessseassnsassasnnesans (53)

5.2 Separation Of POWETS ......ccccereemieeeirine et e e vse et en st ebenrse s rens (57)
Chapter 6 The Two-Party System and the Election of American President .... (69)
6.1 The TWO-Party SyStem ........cccoiieiieiiciiiie e e 69

6.2 The election of American President ...........ccoooeevrreeceneneicerece e seen, 72)
Chapter 7 American ECONOMY ..........ccceccmriviiincienciee e see et (78)
7.1 Features of AMEriCan ECONOMY ....c.eovrvrverirrererereeieerrerereereeseesessssesesessecnssanse (78)

7.2 Sectors in US €CONOMIY .....cccvivvrerriniirerenieieerteiaeninsieeesesseesesssssessereessesesnseneenes 82)

7.3 American agriCUItULE.......cccvevievimviesenmiseessenressieneriemreseesssresessessssnssessasssnsens ... (86)
Part Two American CURUIE ...ttt sen s (2))
Chapter 8 American Cultural Values...........cccooviceiiiverciee e (C2))
8.1 Multicultural Reritage ........c.coeeerrrieirietieiteeiee et e ese e e ©n

8.2 Traditional American values and beliefs.............ccevvereerevereereeerere e 92)

8.3 Cultural TEZIONS ...cueevieecee ettt bt s b g b s 99)



Chapter 9 Education in the United States........ccvvevvvree e, (107)

9.1  Abrief introduction .........cocceocrreiniiniiecc e Q 07)
9.2 Orientation and characteristics ........ccoccvvvieiiniieciii e, (109)
0.3 Education SYSLEIM.......cceeiviereereesseeiraienmecaceoicisensaracarssssssoassessssorsasseanesssnses (111)
9.4 Problems in €dUCAON ..evcuirivceeie et et e s (119)
Chapter 10 Science and Technology.........covrecenineiiieer e (123)
10.1 Development of science and technology in America..........ccocoeecviiineinennn. (123)
10.2 Research mstitutions and SCIENLISLS .....cc.ccereetrrrererinee it (126)
Chapter 11 American LIEIAIUIE. . eevveoo e iesre s s sssssssessessssasssnssssnne (136)
11.1 A panorama of American lterature ......vvvverermsisrensinsinsmrsnesneesncsescnniesenns (136)
11,2 POEITY cotverceeeresereunirencesreenrse et nnestss s sas s et s stsnse s esne et s s st ns s (140)
113 FRCHOM e tiitecrteeee ettt e et sae st s sn b sas st era e r s se st enes (145)
114 DIAITIA coveuivenier et eeeeie e css s ere st b st sas st sbia sae s s bes s et st enernse s (153)
Chapter 12 American Al .. ..ot et e (158)
12,1 The fIN€ @rLS...cecivieeieericreet et ettt bt e e e sb e ere s (158)
12,2 Bl ettt st st s et s et (164)
Chapter 13 Sports and Games iN AMENICA ..o cciervreii e, (17D
13.1 Sports and AMErican VAIUES ........ccccovirmeiiiiinnininese s (171)
13.2 Popular sports in the United States..........coceivininmnineiinininii e (171)
13.3 Recreations and individual SPOITS .......ccocevrcrrevecrncririmimiinsess s, (176)
Chapter 14 Mass Media in AMENCa.......coeiiiiecice e (178)
14.1 Newspapers and magazines..........ccceeeeveverenene JOSSR U OUP PSSRSO (178)
14.2 Radio, television and HTIEITIE . eeveveee e ee oo esseseeene e sessesesessse e (183)
Chapter 15 Religions and Beliefs ..., (189)
15.1  Religion and SOCIELY .......cevieeeciiiiiiieiisiirieccs e reimes s ere s sees (189)
15.2  Religion and pOLtiCS. .....ccovvieeerecimeiniie it s (192)
15.3  Major religious Sects il AIMELICA. .......cociievviniiii i (193)
Chapter 16 SoCial Life......vcivcc it (203)
16.1 American family and family problems ......ccccovveiinivinecninnniiicien, (203)
16.2  FOOd aNd QrINKS c.ovreieermeeririieeesesreeieinsseseessessssssisessestessesssssonssssessornssessens (209)
16.3  Etiquettes at dinner table .....occcvviceiminiieeiie e et et 211)
16.4  Some SOCial ELHQUELES ....v.vevvrereercii ettt (213)
Chapter 17 Holidays and Festival Customs...........ccccccvvinccnevecrmcencnrcnen, (219)
17.1  Federal holidays .......cccoieerirernier et e 219)
17.2  Other holidays or festivals........ccocveevierrierinieciiciic s 227)

REBIBIICES ...ttt eeeteeteb et era et ba e bt se e s et et e ne st re s st e sssrensssansabeues 231D



Part One A General Infroduction to
the United States of America

Chapter 1 Geographical Situation and
Topographical Features

1.1 Situation, size, region and time zones

Usually people use the term America to refer to the vast country on the other side of the ocean.
The country’s official name is the United States of America, or the United States for short, or just the
States in spoken language.

The United States of America is composed of two parts: the Continental America, also known
as the Mainland America', and the two separate states, Alaska and Hawaii. The Mainland America is
situated in the south of the North American Continent, containing 48 states. To the east of the
Mainland of America lies the Atlantic Ocean, and to the west, the Pacific Ocean. On the north of the
Mainland America the country is bounded by Canada, and on the south, by Mexico and the Gulf of
Mexico. Outside the continental America, Alaska is situated in the northwestern part of North
America, and Hawaii is far away in the central Pacific Ocean, 3 200 kilometers from the mainland.

The continental America stretches 4 500 kilometers from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific coast,
and 2 570 kilometers from north to south. The total area of the United States, including Alaska and
Hawaii, is 9 372 614 square kilometers. It is the fourth largest country in the wotld in size, just after
Russia, Canada and China. To help understand how large the country is, some facts can be referable:
a fast railroad train, traveling 96 kilometers an hour, takes more than 48 hours to cross the country; a
jet plane crosses the continental America from east to west in about five hours. Another way to
consider the size of the country is to compare distances in the United States with other distances that
may be more familiar to us. For example, the distance from New York to Washington, D.C. is about
the same as London to Paris. The distance from New York to Los Angeles is greater than that from
Moscow to Montreal. New York to Chicago is similar in distance to Manila” to Hong Kong.

The United States of America is composed of 50 states. According to the geographical features
the country can be divided into eight geographical regions.

(1) New England
This region is in the northeastern corner of the Mainland America, containing six states,



namely, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island. New
England-is the place where the first group of English pilgrims on the Mayflower and some earliest
immigrants from England landed and settled. The region played an important role in the American
Revolution of Independence, and for that reason New England has been known as the birthplace
of America. '

(2) The Middle Atlantic region

The region lies on the south of New England, along the middle Atlantic coast. There are six
states in this region: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland and West Virginia.
All six states, except West Virginia, are among the oldest of the United States.

As the region is rich in coal, iron and other natural resources, it is a highly mdustnahzed area.
The nation’s largest city —New York—is in this region.

(3) The Midwest

On the west of the Middle Atlantic region, along the south banks of the Five Great Lakes lies
the Midwest region. This region includes twelve states: Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin,
Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota. The rich mineral
resources, fertile soil and good climate make the Midwest one of the richest parts of the country. The
Great Lakes are the nation’s leading center of heavy industry.

The central plain is the nation’s major agricultural area, especially the State of Kansas, where
grows the country’s wheat of the best quality. The area is known as “the basket of bread”. The
famous City of Chicago is the economic center of the region.

(4) The South

The South region refers to the large section of the country on the south of the Mlddle Atlantic
region. The region includes thirteen states: Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas.
Most of the states in this region border on either the Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico.

In the history of early America, the South was the region where black slaves toiled on the
plantations growing cotton and tobacco. The region is now still an important area of industrial crops.
In Florida grows a large amount of subtropical fruits. Florida is also a vacation resort both in
summer and in winter. The pleasant climate and good beaches attract large crowds of tourists. ‘

The region is rich in cil and mineral resources. The states of Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas
are the country’s most important oil-producing region.

(5) The West

The West region refers to the vast area on the west of the Great Plains, embracing the four
Rocky Mountains States—Montana, Wyoming, Colorado and New Mexico; the four plateau states
—1daho, Utah, Nevada and Arizona; and the parts of the Pacific coast states — Washington, Oregon

and California. As it is a mountainous area, most of the region is not heavily populated, nor can it be



cultivated. Cattle and sheep herding and raising become the chief occupation in the region. The
region is abundant in nonferrous metals, such as gold, silver and copper, so mining is an important
industry here.

Topographical features in this region create such natural wonders and marvelous landscape as
the Yellowstone Park in Wyoming and the Grand Canyon3 in Arizona. In the desert of Nevada sits
the world-famous gambling town Las Vegas. All these hold the attraction for holidaymakers. So the
tourist trade is an important industry in this region.

Salt Lake City, the state capital city of Utah, and Denver, the state capital c1ty of Colorado, are
among the principal cities in this region.

(6) The region of the Pacific coast

This is the region on the west side of the Rocky Mountains along the Pacific coast, including
the western parts of Washington State and Oregon State and nearly all of California State. The
greater part of the region is low mountain ranges and river valleys rich in mineral and forest
resources. The region has well-established industries. California is an up—and—coining'economically
~and technologically developed state. The world famous Silicon Valley® is situated near San
Francisco, California.

San Francisco, Los Angeles and Seattle are famous large cities in this region.

(7) Alaska

Alaska, the forty-ninth state of the United States, separated from the Mainland America, is
situated in the northwestern comer of North America. It is a large peninsula, stretching northward
into the Arctic Ocean, and southward into the North Pacific Ocean. On the east side Alaska is
bordered by Canada, and in the west Alaska is separated from Russia’s Siberia’ by the Bering Strait®.
Of the fifty states in the United States Alaska is the largest in size. The temperature in the Arctic
Circle is very low. The native inhabitants in Alaska are Eskimos. Alaska’s chief economy is fishing,
and the important industry is lumber and wood-pulp production. After World War 1, some modemn
industries were established in Alaska, for example, oil industry and mining.

The state capital city of Alaska is Juneau’.



(8) Hawaii

Hawaii, the fiftieth state of the United States, is located in the central Pacific*Ocean about
3 857 kilometers west of San Francisco. Actually, Hawaii is composed of eight big islands and more
than one hundred small islets, some 2 575 kilometers long from southeast to northwest like a chain
of beads. The Hawaii islands were formed by volcanoes. Even today, the world’s largest active
volcano is on Hawaii islands, and erupts from time to time. Of the islands group, Hawaii Island is
the largest one, but the best known and most important one is Oahu®, the third largest one of the
group. Honolulw®, the largest city of the state, and also the capital city of the state, is the center of
Hawaiian life. Not far to the northwest of the city of Honolulu lies Pear]l Harbor, the navy base of the
U. S. Pacific Fleet. ;

Sugar cane and pineapple are the two main crops in Hawaii. Other important crops are fruits,
coffee and vegetables. Tourism is Hawaii’s most important industry. Waikiki'® on Oahu has the
world’s best beach with bright sunlight and soft fine sands, to which holiday makers from every
corner of the world swarm the year around.

Apart from the above-mentioned eight regions, the United States has some overseas colonies
and trust territories: Puerto Rico”, Virgin Islands', Guamw, Eastemn Samoa”, Marshall Islands'® ,
the Caroline Islands'® and Mariana Islands'’. They are all islands either in the Atlantic or in the
Pacific Ocean.

Because of the vastness of the United States, the territory of the mainland America is divided
into four different time zones between the east and the west coasts. They are

(D Eastern Standard Time Zone;

(& Central Standard Time Zone;

® Mountain Standard Time Zone;

@ Pacific Standard Time Zone.

For instance, when it is 12:00 noon in New York City, or in Washington, D. C., it is 11:00 a.m.
in Chicago, or in St. Louis, it is 10:00 a.m. in Denver, or in Salt Lake City, while in San Francisco or

in Los Angeles, it is just 9:00 a.m..

1.2 Plains and mountains

The landforms of the Mainland America vary from east to west. Generally, plains are in the east
along the coast and in the central part of the country, and mountains are in the east and in the west of
the country.

From New York City southward to the Florida peninsula, along the Atlantic coast, there is a
wide strip of level country which is known as the Atlantic coastal plain. The south end of the
Atlantic coastal plain merges with the wide Gulf Plain, a plain along the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico.

The Atlantic coastal plain is made of low land. On the coast line there are many fine beaches.
Some seaside cities such as Atlantic City, Ocean City and Miami are well-known for their beaches

with soft white sands.
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The coastal plain is bordered on the west side by the “Fall Line”, which is a series of hills
where rivers suddenly fall to a lower level. To the west of the Fall Line lies a mountain chain
running from southwest in central Alabama to northeast in north Maine, covering a distance of about
3 000 kilometers. This mountain range is known as Appalachian Mountains. But Appalachian
Mountains are not high. The average altitude is about 800 meters because of the old geological
structure and long-term natural weathering. Appalachian Mountains are famous for their scenic
beauty. Trees grow all over the mountains, especially the maple trees which turn red in late autumn.

To the west of Appalachian Mountains lies a large area of great plain known as the Great
Mississippi River Basin, or Central Plain. The great plain stretches from the Great Lakes in the north
to the Gulf of Mexico in the south, from Appalachian Mountains in the east to Rocky Mountains in
the west, covering a distance of about 2 000 kilometers in width. This area occupies about half of
America’s landmass on the continent. As the Mississippi River and many of its tributaries run
through this area, facilities of water irrigation and fertile soil make the great plain the “Bam of

- America”.

To the west of the Central Plain are Rocky Mountains,
running from the Canadian border in Montana and Idaho,
through Wyoming, Utah and Colorado, into New Mexico. As
its north end stretches into the Arctic Ocean and its south end
into Mexico, Rocky Mountains are usually regarded as “the
backbone of the North American Continent™.

The geological structure of Rocky Mountains is rather
young, so the mountains are much higher than Appalachian

Mountains, having an average altitude of more than 3 000 meters above the sea level. Most of the
peaks in the Rocky Mountain ranges are snow-capped all the year round.

The unique geological structure in this area offers striking scenery. There are more national
parks than any other areas in America. The world-known Yellowstone National Park located in the
northwestem part of Wyoming covers an area of some 8 956 square kilometers. It is famous for its
hot springs, geysers, canyons, deep caves and waterfalls. The most famous and attractive geysers in
the park—OIld Faithful—can erupt more than 30 meters in the air at regular intervals. Another
world-famous sight is National Grand Canyon Park situated in northern Arizona on the west side of
the Rocky Mountains. It is really a magnificent natural wonder cut by the Colorado River. The
canyon measures about 367 kilometers in length, 29 kilometers in width, and more than 1 600
meters in depth. Every year hundreds of thousands of tourists from every part of the world come to
take a view of this marvelous sight.

The Rocky Mountain system also includes some other mountain ranges on the west side of the
Rockies. The big ones are Sierra Nevada Mountains in eastern California and Cascade Mountains in
Oregon and Washington. Between these two mountain ranges are big valleys. The valley in
California is known as Great Central Valley, some 692 kilometers long and 80 kilometers wide. In
the east of California there is a large aréa of desert known as Death Valley, which is 86 metets below
sea level. Death Valley is the lowest point with the highest temperature in the whole of North
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America. ,

Along the Pacific coast are the lower Coast Ranges composed of hills covered with dense
forest. Unlike the Atlantic coast, the Pacific coast is basically a rocky one full of cliffs. This type of
coast is suitable for the building of a commercial harbor or a naval port.

1.3 Rivers and lakes

According to the place of river rise, direction of river flow, and the place of river pour, the
rivers in the United States can be divided into three river systems: the Atlantic river system, the
Pacific river system, and the Gulf river system. All the rivers, rising in the east side of Appalachian
Mountains, flowing eastward and finally pouring into the Atlantic Ocean, belong to the Atlantic

river system. The rivers of this system are usually.not iong,.
8

3

The Atlantic river system includes the following important rivers: the St. Lawrence River'
which forms part of the boundary between the United States and Canada; the Hudson River®, .
running through the City of New York and emptymg into the Atlantic; and the Delaware River®® that
forms the boundary of New Jersey State and Pennsylvania State. The Potomac River” runs through
Washington, D.C. as a traditional dividing line of the country between the North and the South.

The Pacific river system has two important rivers: the Colorado River and the Columbia River.
Both rivers rise in the west side of Rocky Mountains and finally empty into the Pacific Ocean. The
rivers here are usually swift and rich in water power resources. The Grand Coulee Dam on the
Columbia River and Hoover Dam® on the Colorado River produce large amounts of electricity
every year. The Columbia River rises in Canada, and runs down south into the United States, and
then tums west towards the Pacific Ocean. The Colorado River runs 2 230 kilometers through
mountains and the Grand Canyon and empties into the Gulf of California.

Nearly all the rivers east of Rocky Mountains and west of Appalachian Mountains flow and
finally empty into the Mississippi River. The Mississippi River and its many tributaries form a large
network of waterways in the central part of the United States. The Mississippi River is the most
important one in the Gulf river system.

The Mississippi, meaning “the Father of Waters” in American Indian, the largest river in the
United States and one of the longest rivers in the world, rises in North Minnesota, and runs down
south about 6 300 kilometers to the Gulf of Mexico. Before the building of American railroad
system, the Mississippi River had played an important part in the transportation of the Middle West.

The Mississippi has two large and important tributaries: the Missouri River and the Ohio River.
The Missouri River, 3 725 kilometers long, rises in southwest Montana and joins the Mississippi at
St. Louis. The Ohio River, 1500 kilometers long, rises in east Pennsylvania and joins the
Mississippi at Cairo, Illinois. _

In the Gulf river system, the only longer one that empties into the Gulf of Mexico instead
of joining the Mississippi is the Rio Grande®. The Rio Grande rises in the southern Rocky
Mountains, running 3 200 kilometers. The river forms the boundary between the United States
and Mexico. ‘

-6-



There are also many lakes in the United States. The most important lakes are the Great Lakes.
The Great Lakes are composed of five big lakes, they are Lake Superior™®, the largest among the five
lakes; Lake Michiganzs; Lake Huron%; Lake Erie’” and Lake Ontario®®. The five lakes, stretching
about 1 600 kilometers from east to west, are situated side by side on the borderline between the
United States and Canada except Lake Michigan, which is completely on the side of the United
States. The Great Lakes are the largest lake groups in the world, and they are joined together by
canals and are linked to the Mississippi River, thus forming a complete network of waterways.

The five lakes gradually slope down towards the east. As there is a drop of more than 50 meters
from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario, the Niagara Fallszg, the second largest waterfalls in the world, is
located here.

Notes

.Mainland America: £EAL, 1z Fi ARG EARTZEELE R 48 M.
. Manila: EJ/E#J-

. Grand Canyon: X¥&%,

. Silicon Valley: #%-.

. Siberia: #1aF|E,

. Bering Strait: &4~k

CJuneau: RiF, FrEATAN B AT,

.Oshu: BF#HE, LFELAE, LRAEHERTHORHZ—.
.Honolulu: X#&&, HMEEL, LREMEGH.

10. Waikiki: PREZ, ERREE R, WRAEERRE L 2K,
11. Puerto Rico: & % H &,

12. Virgin Islands: %4 R7#H S,

13. Guam: X %.

14. Eastern Samoa: FFE L.

15. Marshall Islands: L@ R# G,

16. Caroline Islands: #n ¥ #&f 5.

17. Mariana Islands: & % B4AREE.,

18. St. Lawrence River: ZH4eH7,

19. Hudson River: %4350 .

20. Delaware River: 4F32487T.

21. Potomac River: % % & %7,

22. Hoover Dam: #4 X3 .

23. Rio Grande: #& £4&7].

24. Lake Superior: ZseF| R 3, .

25. Lake Michigan: B4, XEHBMH. FEOARHA,

26. Lake Huron: 4R42735.

27. Lake Erie: 17 #1#.

28. Lake Ontario: 2 K%-#.
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29. Niagara Falls: o AniidkH.

Exercises

|. Explain the following geographical terms.

1.

00 3 N W W=

Mainland America

2. New England

3. Great Mississippi River Basin
4,

5. Niagara Falls

Great Lakes

. Answer the following questions.

. How do you define the American geographical situation?

. What is the area of the United States? [llustrate the largeness of the United States in size.
. What time is it in Los Angeles when it is 8 o’clock in the morning in Philadeiphia?

. Where are the plains in the United States? What plains are they?

. Where are the mountain ranges in the United States? What mountains are they?

. Make an analysis of the features of the American rivers.

. What is the longest river in the United States? Tell what you know about this river.

. What advantages do you think the American geographical situation has?



Chapter 2 The Immigrant Nation

2.1 Population

It is universally acknowledged that the United States of America is a nation of immigrants.
Nearly all the people in the United States are immigrants and descendents of immigrants. In 1607,
the first group of English settlers came to America and set up the first English settlement—
Jamestown—on the coast of Virginia. In 1620, the first group of English Puritans came by the
Mayflower to New England, and then established the first English colony —the Massachusetts Bay
Colony—in North America. After that, more English Puritans and English settlers came to the New
World. In the ensuing years, more and more Europeans from the Netherlands, Germany, Ireland,
France and other countries followed them into this New World. By the time when the thirteen
English colonies had been established, there were about 2 million immigrants living in North
America.

In 1790, the United States of America took the first census. The American population at that
time was 3.929 million. Since then census has been done every other ten years.

The nineteenth century brought more immigrants into the United States. Within 100 years from
1814 to 1914, there are three waves of immigration into America. The immigrants came not only
from Europe but also from Asia and Hispanic countries'. The population in the United States greatly
increased in number. In 1915, the population in the United States crossed 100 million. Fifty years
later, in 1967, America’s population rose to 200 million.

The census of 2000 showed that the United States had a population of 281.421 million. Now
the United States of America is the third most populous country in the world, only after China and
India.

2.2 Ethnics

As the United States of America is a nation of immigrants, there are more ethnic groups in the
United States than in any other nation. The ethnic groups in the United States number 100 more. The
term “melting pot” is usually used to describe this immigrant nation, meaning that the United States
is a multinational country on one hand, and on the other hand the immigrants’ old and traditional
culture and ways of living gradually melt into a new culture. The comparison is true in a sense, but it
is not utterly true. Chinese culture of the Chinese-Americans, for example, has never been melted
away. It is well kept among the Chinese who immigrated into the United States, although they have
taken in some Western ways of living.

Most of the inhabitants in the United States are white people of European origin, who account



for over 75 percent of the total population. The first permanent settlement in North America,
Jamestown, was established by a group of English settlers in 1607. Some 13 years later, in 1620,
about 102 English Puritans were brought by the ship Mayflower to North America for religious
toleration. Then in 1629 they set up Massachusetts Bay Colony. The coming of the Mayflower and
the establishment of settlement of Plymouth is now commonly regarded as the real beginning of the
United States of America, so the first group of the English Puritans brought up by the Mayflower has
been taken as the forefathers of the American people, known as “the Pilgrim Fathers”. The early
immigrants were mainly from England. The English immigrants and their descendents constituted
the mainstream of the American population in the early stage of American history. These people
were generally known as WASP, that is, the White Anglo-Saxon Protestants. As more and more
immigrants came to America from other European countries, things changed. The presént census
data show that there are more people who have German or Irish origin in the United States
population.

The largest ethnic minority in the United States is the black people. The number of the black
people is just next to that of the white, accounting for over 12 percent of the United States
population, more than 33 million altogether. The black people were first brought to North America
from Africa as slaves in the early 17th century. In the cruel Triangle Trade?, a large number of native
Africans were caught, enslaved, and shipped to America, but only a small part of them could survive.
The famous American black scholar Dr. Du Bois® and American historian Herbert Aptheker make an
authoritative study of the history of black slavery. In his work Colonial Era, Herbert Aptheker stated,
“In the four hundred years of the African slave trade something like 15 million Africans were
brought, alive, to the Western hemisphere. For every one who reached these shores alive, about five
or six had died—in the wars in Africa, during the trek to the coast, while in the barracoons waiting
for the slave ships to arrive, in the frequent insurrections aboard ships, and in the course of the

“horrors of the six or eight or ten weeks of the Middle Passage”.”

The American black slaves led a miserable life, toiling from morning till night on the
plantations. They did not have any personal freedom. They were but the private properties of the
slave-owners. The existence of black slavery aggravated the conflict between the North and the
South, and finally led to the outbreak of the American Civil War. In September 1862, President
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, announcing the abolition of slavery:

“On lst day of January, 1863, all persons held as slaves within any state, shall be then,
thenceforward, and forever free.” . .

The American black slaves were legally freed. By the law the blacks were granted citizenship
rights. But in reality, the black people enjoy no right at all. Prejudice and discrimination against the
black people prevailed as before after the Civil War, especially in the southern states of the United
States. Shortly after the end of the Civil War, the Ku Klux Klan—a notorious white racist
organization—appeared in the South. The K. K. Klanners cruelly persecuted and even lynched the
black people. )

Of course, the resistance to the racial discrimination and the struggle for equal rights of the
black people have never ceased. In the 1950s and 1960s, the black movements for the civil rights
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were waged one after another on a large scale. On August 28, 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr.—the
leader of the black civil rights movement —delivered the most impressive oration “I Have a Dream”,
on the occasion of the March on Washington. The movement resulted in the adoption of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. However, it is still a long way for the black people to enjoy freedom, equality
and full rights. Todaiy, racial discrimination is still a serious
problem of the American society.

The white and the black are all outcomers from the
outside of America. The original inhabitants on the American
continent were the Indians. They were the native people and
the masters of the land for centuries before the first
Europeans landed on the continent. The name of the Indians
was mistakenly given by Christopher Columbus.

After the Europeans came to America, the Indians began
to suffer a great deal. Their land was taken away by the white. Quite a number of the Indians were
killed by the white. Many died in warfare or of disease. The number.of the Indian people greatly
decreased. The survivors were driven to the desert Indian Reservations. The American Indians, only
about 2 million in number, the former masters of the American continent, are now reduced to an
ethnic minority, and the second-class citizenship in American society.

Another big ethnic group is composed of the immigrants from Latin American countries,
known as the Hispanics. They are Spanish-speaking people, numbering over 30 million, accounting
for over 12 percent of the total American population. Of all the American Hispanics,
Mexican-Americans or Chicanos, make up the largest group, and quite a lot of the
Mexican-Americans live in some southem and western states such as Texas, New Mexico and
California, and some big cities, as these states were formerly a part of Mexico. After this tract of
land became the territory of the United States, the original Mexicans living there thus became
American citizens. Furthermore, every year, many Mexicans secretly cross the American-Mexican
boundary and steal into America, trying to find their paradise beyond the boundary. Some other
Mexicans are migrant farm labourers who came to America as the hired workers in the harvest
seasons, and then returned home after they earned a sum of money.

Besides the Mexicans, there are the Cubans, the Puerto Ricans, arid people from other
Latin-American countries, ‘who also belong to the ethnic group of the Hispanics. Many Hispanics
are either in lower-paying jobs or out of work at all.

There are about 6 million Jewish people in the United States, who constitute another ethnic
group of the American minorities—the Jewish-American. The Jewish-Americans have higher social
status than other ethnic groups of the American minorities. The first Jewish immigrants, a group of
23 Sephardic Jews, came to settle in New Amsterdam, later known as New York, in 1654, When the
United States of America was founded in 1776, there were only 2 500 Jews in America. In the late
19th century and the early 20th century a large number of Jews swarmed into America from Europe
to seek a better life, as they were discriminated against and persecuted in many European countries
because of their religious belief. During World War 1, to escape the massacre by Adolph Hitler and
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